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Anti-bilingual 
education 
law heads to 
June ballot 


Unz Initiative a new form 
of language colonialism 

by Dean Royer 

The Unz Initiative that is headed for the 
June ballot will mandate that public schools 
use “sheltered English immersion" to teach 
English to students with limited or no 
proficiency in English. The English immersion 
program is designed to normally last only one 
year, after which the students are moved into 
mainstream classes where instruction is 
entirely in English. Bilingual education 
programs will become nonexistent. The 
backers of the initiative, written by software 
developer Ron Unz and elementary school 
teacher Gloria Matta Tuchman, claim that they 
have the best interests of school-age children 
in mind. 

The Unz Initiative, however, will be a 
disaster for English learners in California. It 
represents the abandonment of bilingual 
education, which has, in most cases, been 
under-funded and lacking in the necessary 
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Right: Women and 
children in Morelia, a 
pro-Zapatista 
community in Chiapas, § 
Mexico, force Mexican 
Army troops from their 
village with sticks, 
stones and taunts. 

Front Cover: “Speak 
softly and carry a big 
stick.” Unidentified | 
woman in Morelia holds 
the line. 
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Hut! 


I Army incursions into EZLN communities threaten crops, but the people fight back 









Unz Initiative a new form 
of language colonialism 

by Dean Royer 

The Unz Initiative that is headed for the 
June ballot will mandate that public schools 
use "sheltered English immersion" to teach 
English to students with limited or no 
proficiency in English. The English immersion 
program is designed to normally last only one 
year, after which the students are moved into 
mainstream classes where instruction is 
entirely in English. Bilingual education 
programs will become nonexistent. The 
backers of the initiative, written by software 
developer Ron Unz and elementary school 
teacher Gloria Matta Tuchman, claim that they 
have the best interests of school-age children 
in mind. 

The Unz Initiative, however, will be a 
disaster for English learners in California. It 
represents the abandonment of bilingual 
education, which has, in most cases, been 
under-funded and lacking in the necessary 
administrative and political support to make it 
successful. Furthermore, it is motivated, in 
part, by racism and is part of a long history of 
European colonial control of people of color. 
Another right-wing attack 

The Unz initiative is yet another example of 
the privileged or enfranchised controlling the 
lives of the disenfranchised through legislation. 
Although 80% of the students eligible for 
bilingual education are Latino/a, it is estimated 
that only 15% of those who will vote in June 
will be of Latin American background (San 
Diego Union-Tribune, 12/21/97). 

Part of the motivation behind the Unz 
initiative is the fear of some white folks that as 
they are quickly becoming a numerical minority 
in California people of color will pose a threat 
to their economic and social privileges. The 
recent Propositions 187 (denies publicly 
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Troops Out! 


Army incursions into EZLN communities threaten crops, but the people fight back 


Adapted from an article by Jesus Ramirez 
Cuevas, translated by Salvador Antilion 

“It is better to die in struggle than to die 
in misery and oblivion," declared Gilberto 
Santiz Lopez, the husband of Guadalupe 
Mendez Lopez, who was gunned down by 
police during a January 12, 1998 
demonstration in Ocosingo, Chiapas, Mexico. 
On the day of his wife’s burial Lopez said, 
“We are campesinos that struggle for 
peace and justice. We went to Ocosingo to 
protest against police and military abuse; 
we do not want them in our communities.'/ 
The protest against military ir 
united eight indigenous organizatioh^that 
occupied the city for a week. 

Since the December 22,1997 massaa 
Acteal, Mexico, in which paramilitary fofces 


slaughtered 46 pro-Zapatista peasants, 
Mexican Army troops have carried out 44 
incursions into numerous Zapatista 
communities. The EZLN (Zapatista Army of 
National Liberation — Zapatistas for 
short) has been fighting for self- 
determination in indigenous communities in 
Chiapas, a state in southern Mexico, since 
their military uprising on January 1, 1994. 
The Mexican Army’s presence in Chiapas, 
which was already strong, has now increased 
even more. Today, in Chiapas’ Lacandon 
jungle, there is one soldier per family of 
t Militarization continues to be the only 
insjjKffional response to the region’s 
Jigenous people: there are more soldiers 
^r capita than dollars. 

The dramatic increase in military 


pressure represents a “quiet war" aimed at 
separating the population, and the economic 
support it provides, from the EZLN 
combatants, and ultimately crushing the 
Zapatista rebellion. In response, 
communities throughout Chiapas are 
resisting Army incursions and protesting 
the Army’s presence. 

Although the Mexican government 
declared that the recent increase in military 
presence in Chiapas was to be a campaign of 
mutual disarmament of both the Zapatistas 
and the paramilitary groups, in fact it was 
an offensive against the Zapatista 
communities. There are now more than 
50,000 soldiers stationed in four of 
Chiapas’ nine regions, concentrated in the 

Continued on page 17 
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Eco-racism rising 

Sierra Club votes on anti-immigrant resolution; but it's 
Capitalism, not over-population, that’s killing the planet 

by Emanuel Sferios Worldwatch Institute President Lester 

Beainnina February Pfith the national Sinrra q 
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The landlords have a union; tenants need one, too 
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combatants, and ultimately crushing the 
Zapatista rebellion. In response, 
communities throughout Chiapas are 
resisting Army incursions and protesting 
the Army’s presence. 

Although the Mexican government 
declared that the recent increase in military 
presence in Chiapas was to be a campaign of 
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Eco-racism rising 


Sierra Club votes on anti-immigrant resolution; but it's 
Capitalism, not over-population, that’s killing the planet 


by Michael Hardesty 

Although tenants make up 60 percent of 
Oakland’s population, they have traditionally 
operated from a one-down position. Landlords 
are organized politically in the Realtors’ 
Association, the Rental Housing Association of 
Northern Alameda County, the Apartment 
Owners Association and the Small Owners for 
Fair Treatment. As a result of this activity by 
landlord interests, Oakland has the weakest 
rent ordinance in the Bay Area. 

Recently the Oakland Tenants Union was 
formed to fight for a new ordinance, a freeze 
on rents for three years, an elected Rent 
Board, and a Just Cause eviction law to give 
tenants protection against arbitrary landlord 


evictions. The so-called progressive Oakland 
City Council refused to pass Just Cause in 
1995, making Oakland the only city with rent 
restrictions to have no such protection for 
tenants. Just Cause laws prohibit landlords 
from evicting tenants unless they can show 
non-payment of rent, damage to the premises 
or other reasons stated in the law. Under Just 
Cause, a landlord can’t throw a tenant out just 
because a one year lease is up, the landlord 
gets tired of the tenant, or the landlord wants to 
move in more “desirable" tenants. 

The existing, weak rent control ordinance is 
administered by an appointed (by the Mayor 
and council) Rent Board that is stacked with 

Continued on page 19 


by Emanuel Sferios 
Beginning February 26th the national Sierra 
Club membership—over half a million people- 
will have the opportunity to vote in a referen¬ 
dum on whether to adopt a policy advocating a 
reduction in US immigration. Called the 
"Comprehensive Population Policy" by its pro¬ 
ponents, the initiative, if passed, would effec¬ 
tively reverse a 1996 Board decision which 
states that the Sierra Club will "take no posi¬ 
tion on immigration levels or on policies govern¬ 
ing immigration into the United States." 

The initiative is being sponsored by a group 
of “population activists" within the Sierra 
Club who, angered by the 1996 board decision, 
collected over 2,000 member signatures to 
get the question on the ballot. In a recent 
mailing they cite US population growth as the 
number one factor leading to environmental 
degradation, and criticize the Board for tak¬ 
ing a "non-environmentalist path." They list 
endorsers of the initiative which include Earth 
First! co-founder Dave Foreman, Rainforest 
Action Network President Randall Hayes, and 


Worldwatch Institute President Lester 
Brown, among others. 

That an anti-immigrant initiative could make 
it so far within the country's largest environ¬ 
mental organization demonstrates the effec¬ 
tiveness with which the right-wing has ex¬ 
ploited people's fears about the “population 
crisis." It also reveals the level to which main¬ 
stream discussion of the root causes of envi¬ 
ronmental degradation has fallen over the 
years. A careful examination of the both these 
issues is therefore necessary if environmental¬ 
ists and human rights activists are to work to¬ 
gether for ecological sustainability and envi¬ 
ronmental justice. 

The Population Problem: 

An Emotionally Potent Oversimplification? 

One organization working to unite environ¬ 
mentalists and social justice activists is the 
Political Ecology Group (PEG) based in San 
Francisco. Another is the Institute for Food 
and Development Policy, also called Food First, 
in Oakland. Both of these organizations have 

Continued on page 16 
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Slingshot is a quarterly, independent, 
radical newspaper published in the East Bay 
since 1988. 


On March 9, 1988, Slingshot catapulted 
forth into the world as a one page xeroxed 
street sheet handed out on Berkeley’s activist 
Southside. During those days, it was 
sometimes published daily, chronicling (and 
fanning the flames of) the riots and militant 
confrontations endemic to Berkeley during the 
past 30 years. No one imagined then that 
Slingshot would still be going 10 years later. 

As the years have passed, Slingshot has 
taken to printing more pages, but less 
frequently. As the nature of the struggle 
changed. Slingshot began printing more 
thoughtful articles about a wider variety of 
issues. We’ve matured. We type our headlines, 
we have 3 blackboards for our refined 
editorial selection process, and we know the 
chocolate per page ratio necessary to produce 
our quality zine. Sometimes Slingshot almost 
died, going unprinted for 6 or 8 months at a 
time. But, like a fungal infection, it has always 
come back, with renewed energy and 
insistence. 

Despite the fact that capitalism is still 
going strong, we hope that Slingshot has 
played a role in keeping the spirit—and 
actions—of resistance alive. We know that 
revolution does not simply await more or 
better information. But Slingshot keeps going 
because in the face of the surreally powerful 
social, political, and economic structures 
promoting exploitation and oppression on a 
global scale, silence is not an option. • 

Friends of Slingshot too numerous to 
mention have sustained the struggle over the 
past 10 years and we hope they will keep 
Slingshot going for another 50. If you find 
inspiration in Slingshot, get involved in the 
struggles we describe or start your own 
project. If we want a better world, we must 
fight for it. 



Monkey Wrench 
Prison Building 

Dear Slingshot: 

Prison building is one of the top industries in 
America. You’ve printed various articles at length 
on the subject so I don’t need to elaborate. What I 
want to know is why there's no resistance to the 
actual construction of tha fuckin’ things. I’m not 
talking about letters to CEO’s or newspapers 
heightening awareness, (which is also important), I 
mean direct action style protest to the ever 
increasing police state. 

Earth First! has some great tactics for stopping 
logging companies from destroying the Earth that I 
think would apply wonderfully to resist prison 
construction. The People and companies in charge 
of destroying people’s lives by locking them up have 
got to understand—IF THEY WON’T FUCKING 
STOP THEN WE’RE GONNA FUCKING STOP ‘EM! 

Organized action against jail building I think 
would force the powers that be and the people that 
support them to re-evaluate the necessity of so 
many policies—”tha war on drugs” for instance- 
responsible for such a high percent of the population 
behind bars. I think it is an important issue to raise 
attention to, as well as so many other issues 
attached to it: If we can stop them from building the 
jails they won’t have an place to put the people who 
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Correctional Industries 

Dear Slingshot: 

I should start by saying that I have just read your 
latest edition of Slingshot issue 59 and wanted to 
say I’m currently incarcerated in the Colorado 
Department of Corrections for a drug possession 
charge, for personal consumption. 

Your article on private prison corporations is very 
informative and I’d like to also give you more 
information. Here in Colorado we have state work 
camps run by the Department of Corrections, but 
the work is actually done for a private firm 
(correctional Industries) called Juniper Valley, which 
profits over $750,000 per year from this 150 inmate 
camp, after paying employees, both inmates and 
officer supervision. Inmate pay is 25 cents per hour 



housed by private firms, and able to work for 
businesses of your own choosing in the private 
sector. But, a good portion of these half-way 
houses are owned by criminal court judges. At 
these facilities, you pay $300 per month rent, plus 
added amounts for drug testing, therapy, courses, 
antibuse, which is all mandatory for residency, on 
top of additional funding by the State and Federal 
government to support these facilities. Plus, to top 
this off, they demand to be the recipient of your pay 
checks, whereupon they allot you a maximum 
amount of $40 per week for spending money. 

They invest the residual amounts as they wish. 
When the inmate is released he or she receives this 
residual, without interest of any amount. 

—Christian Berry, Golden, CO 

Prisons keeping 
the “inventory” up 

On the Move! 

Revolutionary greetings to all at Slingshot! Just 
received my issue of Slingshot with the dreaded ‘‘59’’ 
on the mailing label. Please continue sending me 
the paper whenever possible. 

In respect to the articles on prisons, (Private 
Prisons, and Inmates Don’t Get...) I’d add this. It is 
good to spread information on the growing evil of 
these prisons. But don’t anyone be deceived that 
the government is going to ease up on building 
more prisons-and locking up more folk! This 
modern day slavery has become an industry and 
yall know the government ain’t about to let this 
“cash-cow” go down. They keep this thing going in 













issues. We’ve matured. We type our headlines, 
we have 3 blackboards for our refined 
editorial selection process, and we know the 
chocolate per page ratio necessary to produce 
our quality zine. Sometimes Slingshot almost 
died, going unprinted for 6 or 8 months at a 
time. But, like a fungal infection, it has always 
come back, with renewed energy and 
insistence. 

Despite the fact that capitalism is still 
going strong, we hope that Slingshot has 
played a role in keeping the spirit—and 
actions—of resistance alive. We know that 
revolution does not simply await more or 
better information. But Slingshot keeps going 
because in the face of the surreally powerful 
social, political, and economic structures 
promoting exploitation and oppression on a 
global scale, silence is not an option. • 

Friends of Slingshot too numerous to 
mention have sustained the struggle over the 
past 10 years and we hope they will keep 
Slingshot going for another 50. If you find 
inspiration in Slingshot, get involved in the 
struggles we describe or start your own 
project. If we want a better world, we must 
fight for it. 

Slingshot accepts unsolicited articles. 
Please send a disk if you can. We can’t print 
everything we get, nor would we want to. We 
also accept letters, art and photographs. We 
will not print poetry until after the revolution. 

As always, your generous donations are 
needed to keep us going. About $20 per 
person is great. 

Editorial decisions about Slingshot are made 
by the Slingshot collective. Articles do not 
necessarily represent the opinions of everyone 
in Slingshot. We welcome debate, discussion 
and criticism. 

Slingshot Volunteer Meeting 

Volunteers interested in getting involved in 
Slingshot can meet with us on March 8 at 4 
p.m. at the Long Haul in Berkeley (see below). 

Article Deadline & Next Issue date 

The projected deadline for Issue #61 is 
April 14, 1998. Issue #61 is expected to be 
out on April 29,1998. 

Printed February 3, 1998 

Volume 1, Number 60 • Circulation: 10,000 

Slingshot Newspaper 

3124 Shattuck Ave. • Berkeley, CA 94705 
Phone: (510) 540-0751 
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Prison Building 

Dear Slingshot: 

Prison building is one of the top industries in 
America. You’ve printed various articles at length 
on the subject so I don’t need to elaborate. What I 
want to know is why there’s no resistance to the 
actual construction of tha fuckin’ things. I’m not 
talking about letters to CEO’s or newspapers 
heightening awareness, (which is also important), I 
mean direct action style protest to the ever 
increasing police state. 

Earth First! has some great tactics for stopping 
logging companies from destroying the Earth that I 
think would apply wonderfully to resist prison 
construction. The People and companies in charge 
of destroying people’s lives by locking them up have 
got to understand—IF THEY WON’T FUCKING 
STOP THEN WE’RE GONNA FUCKING STOP ‘EM! 

Organized action against jail building I think 
would force the powers that be and the people that 
support them to re-evaluate the necessity of so 
many policies—”tha war on drugs” for instance- 
responsible for such a high percent of the population 
behind bars. I think it is an important issue to raise 
attention to, as well as so many other issues 
attached to it: If we can stop them from building the 
jails they won’t have an place to put the people who 
fill them as a result of fucked up government 
policies. 

I also want to know if there is any way to get 
some sort of list or information pertaining to where 
current and future jail construction will take place. If 
you have any info, please put it in response to this 
letter. 

—Anonymous subvertist 


We want to help 

Dear Slingshot 

I want to be a service to your organization. I’m 
15 so I don’t have a lot of money—I’ll give what I 
can. I live in a shitty neighborhood and attend a 
shitty school. I’m very opinionated. But today I’m 
angry. The vice-principle gave me a penalty for 
wearing green lipstick. I know a lot of other angry 
15-year-olds. We want to help you. 

—Name withheld, Florida v 



charge, for personal consumption. 

Your article on private prison corporations is very 
informative and I’d like to also give you more 
information. Here in Colorado we have state work 
camps run by the Department of Corrections, but 
the work is actually done for a private firm 
(correctional Industries) called Juniper Valley, which 
profits over $750,000 per year from this 150 inmate 
camp, after paying employees, both inmates and 
officer supervision. Inmate pay is 25 cents per hour 


top of additional funding by the State and Federal 
government to support these facilities. Plus, to top 
this off, they demand to be the recipient of your pay 
checks, whereupon they allot you a maximum 
amount of $40 per week for spending money. 

They invest the residual amounts as they wish. 
When the inmate is released he or she receives this 
residual, without interest of any amount. 

—Christian Berry, Golden, CO 



and net profits do not get reintegrated into the 
facility for inmate school or job training. I being an 
inmate because of drug laws feel they should have 
substantial amounts of drug awareness schooling 
and other vocational programs for inmates at a loss 
for job training. 

I would also like to say here in Colorado we have 
what are called “half-way houses” where you are 


Prisons keeping 
the “inventory” up 

On the Move! 

Revolutionary greetings to all at Slingshot! Just 
received my issue of Slingshot with the dreaded “59" 
on the mailing label. Please continue sending me 
the paper whenever possible. 

In respect to the articles on prisons, (Private 
Prisons, and Inmates Don’t Get...) I’d add this. It is 
good to spread information on the growing evil of 
these prisons. But don’t anyone be deceived that 
the government is going to ease up on building 
more prisons-and locking up more folk! This 
modern day slavery has become an industry and 
yall know the government ain’t about to let this 
“cash-cow” go down. They keep this thing going in 
the same way the system propped up the Chrysler 
Corporation when it was about to go bankrupt! All 
this mad time that’s being dropped on folk is to 
insure these “warehouses” keep the “inventory” up! 
This system don’t care about crime, the system is 
run by the worse criminals in the world. They are 
the real Original Gangsters! 

People (inside and out) will have to get serious 
about overthrowing this entire system, the hell with 
prison reform! Get on the move and support John 
Africa’s Revolution! 

—Delbert Africa, Dwr K, AM4985, Dallas, PA 18612 
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also accept letters, art and photographs. We 
will not print poetry until after the revolution. 

As always, your generous donations are 
needed to keep us going. About $20 per 
person is great. 

Editorial decisions about Slingshot are made 
by the Slingshot collective. Articles do not 
necessarily represent the opinions of everyone 
in Slingshot. We welcome debate, discussion 
and criticism. 

Slingshot Volunteer Meeting 

Volunteers interested in getting involved in 
Slingshot can meet with us on March 8 at 4 
p.m. at the Long Haul in Berkeley (see below). 

Article Deadline & Next Issue date 

The projected deadline for Issue #61 is 
April 14, 1998. Issue #61 is expected to be 
out on April 29,1998. 

Printed February 3, 1998 

Volume 1, Number 60 • Circulation: 10,000 

Slingshot Newspaper 

3124 Shattuck Ave. • Berkeley, CA 94705 
Phone: (510) 540-0751 

Email: resist@burn.ucsd.edu 

WWW: http://burn.ucsd.edu/~resist/slingshot.html 
Sponsored by Long Haul 



Circulation Information 


Slingshot is free in the Bay Area and is 
available at Long Haul and Bound Together 
Books (SF), plus lots of other places. Contact 
us if you want to distribute Slingshot for free 
in the Bay Area. 

Subscriptions to Slingshot are $1 per issue 
(bulk mail pre-paid) or $2 for First Class Mail 
after the issue comes out. International is 
$2.50 per issue. Back issues are also available. 

UK/Europe distro: Active Distro, BM 
Active, WC13XX, London, UK. 90 p 
UK/E1.25 for Europe, post paid. 

Bulk copies are available for 50 cents per 
issue for 5 or more copies, $1 international. 
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and net profits do not get reintegrated into the 
facility for inmate school or job training. I being an 
inmate because of drug laws feel they should have 
substantial amounts of drug awareness schooling 
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for job training. 

I would also like to say here in Colorado we have 
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This system don't care about crime, the system is 
run by the worse criminals in the world. They are 
the real Original Gangsters! 

People (inside and out) will have to get serious 
about overthrowing this entire system, the hell with 
prison reform! Get on the move and support John 
Africa’s Revolution! 

—Delbert Africa, Dwr K, AM4985, Dallas, PA 18612 
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What’s New At the 
Infoshop? 

The Berkeley 
Infoshop: 

your source for 
radical event 
information, 
reading material 
and connections in 
Berkeley since 1993 

New and improved for 1998 

• Expanded Magazine Section 

Always featuring the Earth First! Journal, Profane 
Existence, Love & Rage, Fifth Estate, Turning the 
Tide, Off Our Backs and much more 

• Radical events bulletin board 

• Lending Library and ‘zine archive. 

• Book Store 
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Mumia figh ts for his life 

Ruling on appeal soon^rotests to follow; Sabo forced to retire 


Native Americans along the lower Colorado! 
River are about to get shit on once again byl 
the U.S. government and the state of I 
California. But don’t think they’re going down! 
without putting up a fight. On Friday, January! 
16th, 1998 the Bureau of Land Management! 
(BLM), with all the arrogance typical of the! 
U.S. government toward native Americans,! 
issued permits to the U.S. Department of the! 
Interior (DOI) and the state of California! 
Department of Health Services (DHS) to| 
further desecrate Ward Valley. 

For the past five years, the particulars of I 
the scenario in the Mojave desert at Ward! 
Valley have been repeated so many times it! 
isn’t funny. Just throw in your nickel and you! 
can hear me say: Ward Valley, just eighteen! 
miles from the Colorado River, right off! 
Interstate 40, near the town of Needles. Ward! 
Valley is the place where the state of I 
California wants to put a “low level” nuclear! 
waste disposal facility. They intend to store! 
barrels of radioactive waste in unlined dirt| 
trenches. 

Three primary reasons why the dump should I 
never be built are: (1) Ward Valley is an I 
integral part of the birth and death cycle of I 
the Aha Macav (Mojave Indians); (2) Wardl 
Valley is prime desert tortoise habitat (theI 
tortoise is an endangered species); and (3)1 
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Journalist and former Black Panther Mumia Abu-Jamal who was wrongly convicted of killing a 
Philadelphia policeman in 1982 and now sits on death row fighting for his freedom and his life. 


by PB Floyd 

Time may be running out for Mumia. The 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court could announce 
its ruling on Mumia’s appeal for a new trial at 
any time. The Pennsylvania Court has never 
before overturned a death penalty verdict. If 
the Court denies the appeal, conservative 
I Pennsylvania governor Tom Ridge has vowed 
[to carry out the execution as quickly as 
I possible. In the Bay Area and around the 
[world, protests are planned immediately after a 
I death ruling. 

At a “People’s Tribunal” held in Philadelphia 
Ion December 6, Mumia's lead attorney 
Leonard Weinglass noted that the provisions of 
the Terrorism Prevention Act, signed by 
President Clinton in the wake of the explosion 
of Pan Am Flight 800, make it “almost 
I impossible” to file a Federal writ of habeas 
corpus to attack a state court death penalty 
ruling. If the Pennsylvania Court rules against 
Mumia, a massive national upheaval may be 
j necessary to save Mumia’s life. 

In a potentially positive note, Judge Albert 
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lawyers in contempt for arguing their cases, 
sending several to jail. In denying a motion in 
Mumia's case, Sabo told attorney Weinglass to 
“shut up and sit down." 

Under Pennsylvania law, Sabo heard 
Mumia’s motions for a new trial. With Sabo 
gone, Mumia might have a better chance for 
justice if he wins before the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court. 

Also in December, Mumia appealed a 
Federal District Court decision that prison 
officials could read his legal mail and that they 
could prevent him from writing journalistic 
articles. In oral arguments before a three judge 
panel, Circuit Court of Appeals Judge Richard 
L. Nygaard said that he was “appalled” that a 
defendant’s legal letters could be forwarded to 
prosecutors, as happened to Mumia when 
prison officials repeatedly opened his legal 
mail in 1994. “I just had a hard time imagining 
why the Department of Corrections would send 
that type of correspondence all the way to the 
governor’s office," Nygaard said. Judge 
Samuel Alito asked what legitimate prison 
“interest” was served by barring Mumia from 
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by Sandcrab 


valley 


Native Americans along the lower Colorado! 
River are about to get shit on once again byl 
the U.S. government and the state of| 
California. But don’t think they’re going down! 
without putting up a fight. On Friday, January! 
16th, 1998 the Bureau of Land Management! 
(BLM), with all the arrogance typical of the| 
U.S. government toward native Americans, 
issued permits to the U.S. Department of the! 
Interior (DOI) and the state of California! 
Department of Health Services (DHS) to| 
further desecrate Ward Valley. 

For the past five years, the particulars ofl 
the scenario in the Mojave desert at Ward! 
Valley have been repeated so many times itl 
isn’t funny. Just throw in your nickel and you! 
can hear me say: Ward Valley, just eighteen! 
miles from the Colorado River, right off! 
Interstate 40, near the town of Needles. Ward! 
Valley is the place where the state ofl 
California wants to put a “low level” nuclear! 
waste disposal facility. They intend to store! 
barrels of radioactive waste in unlined dirt| 
trenches. 

Three primary reasons why the dump should I 
never be built are: (1) Ward Valley is an I 
integral part of the birth and death cycle ofl 
the Aha Macav (Mojave Indians); (2) Wardl 
Valley is prime desert tortoise habitat (the I 
tortoise is an endangered species); and (3)1 
The dump will leak (all others have) and pollute I 
the Colorado River, which is only 18 miles away | 
from the proposed dump site. 

After ten years of resisting a dump in Wardl 
Valley, the five tribes along the river must! 
once again endure more bullshit. This time, it’s I 
testing of the soil for tritium. Tritium isl 
radioactive hydrogen which was deposited! 
around the globe by above ground nucleaj 
, Continued on page 18 


Journalist and former Black Panther Mumia Abu-Jamal who was wrongly convicted of killing a 
Pj^delphia po/Zceman in 1982 and now sits on death row fjghting for his freedom and his life. 


by PB Floyd 

Time may be running out for Mumia. The 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court could announce 
[ its ruling on Mumia’s appeal for a new trial at 
any time. The Pennsylvania Court has never 
before overturned a death penalty verdict. If 
the Court denies the appeal, conservative 
I Pennsylvania governor Tom Ridge has vowed 
I to carry out the execution as quickly as 
I possible. In the Bay Area and around the 
[world, protests are planned immediately after a 
I death ruling. 

At a “People’s Tribunal” held in Philadelphia 
Ion December 6, Mumia’s lead attorney 
Leonard Weinglass noted that the provisions of 
the Terrorism Prevention Act, signed by 
President Clinton in the wake of the explosion 
of Pan Am Flight 800, make it “almost 
I impossible" to file a Federal writ of habeas 
corpus to attack a state court death penalty 
ruling. If the Pennsylvania Court rules against 
Mumia, a massive national upheaval may be 
| necessary to save Mumia’s life. 

In a potentially positive note, Judge Albert 
Sabo, who sentenced Mumia to death after a 
notoriously flawed and unfair trial, and who has 
j since gone to great lengths to block Mumia 
from getting a new trial, was forced to retire 
from the bench on December 31. Sabo, known 
j as The King of Death Row” has sentenced 31 
j men to death during 25 years on the bench, 
more than any other standing American judge. 
1! He was known for his blatant pro-prosecution 
[rulings and has held dozens of defense 


lawyers in contempt for arguing their cases, 
sending several to jail. In denying a motion in 
Mumia’s case, Sabo told attorney Weinglass to 
“shut up and sit down." 

Under Pennsylvania law, Sabo heard 
Mumia’s motions for a new trial. With Sabo 
gone, Mumia might have a better chance for 
justice if he wins before the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court. 

Also in December, Mumia appealed a 
Federal District Court decision that prison 
officials could read his legal mail and that they 
could prevent him from writing journalistic 
articles. In oral arguments before a three judge 
panel, Circuit Court of Appeals Judge Richard 
L. Nygaard said that he was “appalled” that a 
defendant’s legal letters could be forwarded to 
prosecutors, as happened to Mumia when 
prison officials repeatedly opened his legal 
mail in 1994. “I just had a hard time imagining 
why the Department of Corrections would send 
that type of correspondence all the way to the 
governor’s office,” Nygaard said. Judge 
Samuel Alito asked what legitimate prison 
“interest" was served by barring Mumia from 
writing and asked whether it was illegal when 
Mumia wrote an article for the highly respected 
Yale Law Journal. Prison lawyers made 
generally lame arguments in response to these 
points. A decision in the case is expected 
soon. 

A People’s Tribunal is to be held the 
Monday after a decision, 6 p.m. at 16th and 
Mission streets in San Francisco. Call 415 648- 
4505 for information. 


Stafford Tree Sit 


Spring Break for Political Prisoners 
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Since January 27, Pacific 
Lumber has surrounded the 
ancient Redwood known as the 
Stafford Giant with security, 
ropes and flood lights in hopes 
that harassment and a cutting off 
of supplies will force down two 
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saturate the ground and cause soil 
erosion and mudslides.” 
The occupation began in the 
middle of October, when it came 

























Valley, the five tribes along the river must 
once again endure more bullshit. This time, it’s 
testing of the soil for tritium. Tritium is 
radioactive hydrogen which was deposited 
around the globe by above ground nuclear 


Spring Break for Political Prisoners 

March on Washington DC, March 27 


Progressive and revolutionary groups are 
organizing a national mobilization and 
demonstration at the White House to demand 
amnesty for U.S. political prisoners. As a 
result of the illegal FBI COINTELPRO 
operations, many of these political prisoners 
have been in prison for over 20 years. 

There are political prisoners of war that 
come from organizations and struggles like the 
American Indian Movement (AIM), the Black 
Panther Party, MOVE, The Republic of New 
Afrika and the Puerto Rican independence 
movement. There are also North American anti¬ 
imperialist prisoners who acted in solidarity 
with these movements, and others. The U.S. 
government denies that they are political 
prisoners and calls them “criminals," but they 
are in prison because of their militant actions 
against racism, imperialism, and injustice. 

It is time to forge a single issue campaign of 
national significance, and mount a frontal 
political assault on the seat of the U.S. 
corporate government. A national mobilization 
is necessary for our various groups to measure 
our strength, and to further consolidate our 
energy, resources, and our capacity to 
organize nationally. It will raise consciousness 
of the existence of political prisoners onto a 
national level. 

While we have consistently contended that 
we are involved in a liberation struggle, our 
approach to winning the freedom of our 


political prisoners of war has not supported 
our claim. It is the mission of Jericho ‘98 to 
raise the issue to a height where the United 
States will no longer be able to deny the 
existence of our political prisoners and by so 
doing change the playing field. 

Jericho ‘98 is designed to force the hand of 
this government as it relates to these 
brothers and sisters, women and men who, 
while on the streets, made a conscious decision 
to organize for our freedom and liberation. 
Then, after making this decision, joined or 
became affiliated with organizations, parties, 
etc. that advocated and organized for these 
aims. Then, as a consequence of their work on 
the streets, and/or involvement in military 
actions, they were targeted, captured or 
framed and tried in criminal courts and 
sentenced to prison. 

We can no longer continue to be liberal in our 
approach to our struggle. We must do what is 
demanded of us to move our struggle forward, 
strengthen our movement, internationalize our 
struggle and gain freedom and independence. 

Jericho ‘98 Organizing Committee 
PO Box 3585 
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 667-9333 (phone and fax) 

jericho98ba@aol.com 



I from the bench on December 31. Sabo, known 
as “the King of Death Row” has sentenced 31 
men to death during 25 years on the bench, 
more than any other standing American judge. 
He was known for his blatant pro-prosecution 
rulings and has held dozens of defense 
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points. A decision in the case is expected 
soon. 

A People’s Tribunal is to be held the 
Monday after a decision, 6 p.m. at 16th and 
Mission streets in San Francisco. Call 415 648- 
4505 for information. 


Stafford Tree Sit 

Continues 

saturate the ground and cause soil 
erosion and mudslides.” 
The occupation began in the 
middle of October, when it came 
to the attention of forest 
activists that logging was 
scheduled directly adjacent to last 
year’s mudslide that destroyed 7 
homes. This tree sit is part of a 
growing movement against 
Maxxam’s continued disregard for 
the Stafford community and 
destruction of the Redwood 
ecosystem. A court hearing took 
place January 22 with a suit filed 
by Stafford residents, including 
employees of Pacific Lumber, 
alleging the company’s disregard 
for their safety and the value of 
their private property. An 
injunction was issued by the 
Humboldt County court forcing 
Pacific Lumber to remove some 
dams that could potentially burst 
and create another torrent of mud 
crashing down upon people’s 
homes. 

One local Stafford resident and 
plaintiff, Patrick Lamcelin said “I 
can see it from my front yard - 
it’s directly adjacent and above 
the slide from last year. It looks 
like the entire things is about to 
go if they keep this up. It’s mind- 
boggling that they would keep 
stripping the canopy next to the 
slide. Maxxam Corporation is out 
of control.” 


Since January 27, Pacific 
Lumber has surrounded the 
ancient Redwood known as the 
Stafford Giant with security, 
ropes and flood lights in hopes 
that harassment and a cutting off 
of supplies will force down two 
activists who have been part of a 
116 day occupation of the tree. 
This comes simultaneous to the 
helicopter assaults in which the 
tree sitters, perched 160 feet up 
the tree, were shaken by massive 
updrafts created by the large 
twin blades of the huge logging 
helicopter flying within 30 feet of 
the platform. A video was sent to 
the Federal Aviation 
Administration by Earth First!, 
who is seeking an investigation of 
Columbia, the owners of the 
helicopter, and its contractor 
Pacific Lumber. The sit is located 
in the hills above Stafford, in the 
Eel River watershed 7 miles south 
of Fortuna. 

Tree sitter Julia Butterfly, who 
continues to set the national 
record by remaining in her perch 
for the last 49 days, was shaken 
by these assaults, but is 
committed to the safety of the 
Stafford community and the 
health of the ecosystem about it. 
“The Stafford Giant and the 
other trees in this forest have a 
purpose in helping to hold up these 
steep slopes," she says. “Their 
roots acts as a web to lock in soil 
and their limbs absorb much of the 
rain water that would otherwise 
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Blurbs 

of 

Revolt 


Mass strike in 
Puerto Rico 

On October 1st a massive one day strike 
against privatization put a stop to business as 
usual in Puerto Rico. Protesting plans to sell 
oft the state-owned telephone company, tens 
of thousands of workers walked off their jobs, 
shutting down government agencies, schools 
and businesses. Traffic in San Juan was 
brought to a standstill as 100,000 people 
marched on the capital building. The previous 
night, in a taste of things to come, protesters 
cut the fiber optic telephone lines leading to 
the Governor’s office and the capital. Although 
the Puerto Rican Telephone Company makes 
$100 million profit every year, capitalist 
critics call it inefficient. 

Privatization is increasing around the world, 
as capitalists seek to make money from state 
owned companies. Although state-owned 
companies are not controlled by the workers, 
job security and pay tend to be better than in 
private companies due to the political pressure 
that can be brought on the government. 
Privatization means lay-offs, work speed-ups 
and wage freezes for workers. 

And a happy 
New Year 

12/9 - Activists protesting police brutality in 
New York City disrupted City Hall's 
Christmas tree lighting for the second year in 



FUCK 

NOAH’S 

BAGELS 

Choinstore 

Union Busters 

by PB Floyd 

Recent events at Noah’s Bagels 
demonstrate the links between corporate 
chainstores, union busting and declining 
working conditions. Noah’s started in 1989 as 
a locally owned business that cooked up 
bagels at one store in Berkeley. In 1996, after 


Liverpool Ashes 

Smolder in Oakland 



SLAPPed after picket of scab cargo 


by F.W. Boomer, X342516 

After nearly two and a half years of 
waging a militant fight against with the 
Mersey Docks and Harbour Company 
(MD&HC), international shipping 
conglomerates, the UK government (both 
Tory and Labour) and even their own 
Transport & General Union leadership, the 
Liverpool Dockers decided to call an end to 
their long dispute. 

In a stunning statement issued Jan. 26, 
1998 the Merseyside Port Shop Stewards 
informed us of a settlement providing a 
$42,000 buyout and the continuance of 
pensions for those employed. There is no 
guarantee for job reinstatement for the 
500 locked out English dockworkers. 

After the privatization of the docks 
began in Britain in 1989, dockworkers’ 
unions have been busted in port after port. 
There are now no union ports in Britain. 
Liverpool -birth place of England’s trade 
union movement- was the last. 

Although our fellow workers in Liverpool 
have been defeated in a valiant effort, they 
have taught workers around the world an 
important lesson: United action through 
international labor solidarity is the only way 


found guilty of a minor infraction. The judge 
ruled that the picket had been peaceful and 
imposed a minimum fine. 

The Pacific Maritime Association (PMA) 
is seeking a permanent injunction against 
future picketing. They are suing identified 
individuals and organizations including the 
ILWU. Recently added defendants’ are 
those who testified at the picket captain’s 
hearing. Special Interrogatories served on 
the defendants have all the ear markings of 
McCarthyism: “Identify all persons, 
associations and organizations known to you 
who participated in one or more of the 
demonstrations; Identify all labor orga¬ 
nizations in which you are or have been in any 
way affiliated.’’ The interrogatories also 
demand, “all documents that refer or relate 
to the composition and mission of your 
organization, including membership lists, 
organizational charts, constitution, by-laws, 
mission statements, and any other similar..." 
PMA senior vice president, Terry Lane, said 
that the questions are only part of a ‘fact 
finding’ expedition by association attor¬ 
neys. He wouldn’t say what they planned to 
do with the facts they found. 





marched on the capital building. The previous 
night, in a taste of things to come, protesters 
cut the fiber optic telephone lines leading to 
the Governor’s office and the capital. Although 
the Puerto Rican Telephone Company makes 
$100 million profit every year, capitalist 
critics call it inefficient. 

Privatization is increasing around the world, 
as capitalists seek to make money from state 
owned companies. Although state-owned 
companies are not controlled by the workers, 
job security and pay tend to be better than in 
private companies due to the political pressure 
that can be brought on the government. 
Privatization means lay-offs, work speed-ups 
and wage freezes for workers. 

And a happy 
New Year 

12/9 - Activists protesting police brutality in 
New York City disrupted City Hall’s 
Christmas tree lighting for the second year in 
a row. The protesters, relatives of those killed 
or injured by cops and racist gangs, held 
pictures of their family members and posters 
hat read: “Families whose loved ones are 
killed by police NEVER have a Merry Christmas 
- Giulliani protects killer cops." As Mayor 
Giulliani took the stage the protesters began 
to chant. Police pulled protestors out of the 
crowd including: the mother and sister of 
Anthony Baez (killed by a police chokehold); 
the mother of Anibal Carrasquillo (shot in the 
jack); the mother and father of 15-year old 
Frankie Arzuega (shot in the back of the 
head); the nephew of Jose Librado Sanchez • 
(shot by police in the restaurant where he 
worked): the mother of Anthony Rosario (shot 
in the back while he lay prone on the floor); the 
mother of Manuel Mayi (killed by a racist gang 
almost 7 years ago); and the mother of Jovan 
Gonzalez (beaten by a racist gang this past 
summer) 

The purpose of the action was to let Giulliani 
know that there is no "time out" in the fight 
against police brutality. Writes one 
participant: “We have all learned together 
that the most effective way of dealing with 
the pain of their loss is to collectively fight 
those who are responsible.” 

APEC 


Fucn 

NOAH’S 

BAGELS 

Chainstore 

Union Busters 


by PB Floyd 

Recent events at Noah’s Bagels 
demonstrate the links between corporate 
chainstores, union busting and declining 
working conditions. Noah’s started in 1989 as 
a locally owned business that cooked up 
bagels at one store in Berkeley. In 1996, after 
the business grew to 36 stores, the company 
sold out to a national corporation for about 
$100 million. The new owners, Boston 
Chicken, Inc., which runs the $160 million-a- 
year Boson Market restaurant chain, expanded 
rapidly, adding cookie cutter chain outlets 
staffed by low-wage workers. By early 1998, 
Noah’s had 125 stores and its parent 
company, Einstein/Noah Bagel Partners, Inc. 
had almost 500 bagel stores nationally. After 
Starbucks coffee bought 20 percent of Noah’s 
in 1995, Noah’s started pairing its stores with 
Starbucks Coffee outlets. 

The allegedly “family-like culture” at Noah’s 
started evaporating after founder Noah Alper 
resigned. In December 1997, Noah’s, which 
had kept kosher over the years and was the 
largest kosher eatery on the West Coast, 
announced that it would go treif and start 
serving meat. Working conditions declined, 
workers at the Telegraph Avenue, Berkeley 
store began the struggle to unionize in 1997 
and have proposed a contract featuring full 
benefits for part-time workers and higher 
wages. 

Late last year, it looked like 80 workers at 
the company's San Leandro bagel factory 
would get a union, too. The National Labor 
Relations Board (NLRB) had scheduled a 
December 12 hearing on the workers’ petition 
for a union election. The dav before the 


Mersey Docks and Harbour Company 
(MD&HC), international shipping 
conglomerates, the UK government (both 
Tory and Labour) and even their own 
Transport & General Union leadership, the 
Liverpool Dockers decided to call an end to 
their long dispute. 

In a stunning statement issued Jan. 26, 
1998 the Merseyside Port Shop Stewards 
informed us of a settlement providing a 
$42,000 buyout and the continuance of 
pensions for those employed. There is no 
guarantee for job reinstatement for the 
500 locked out English dockworkers. 

After the privatization of the docks 
began in Britain in 1989, dockworkers’ 
unions have been busted in port after port. 
There are now no union ports in Britain. 
Liverpool -birth place of England’s trade 
union movement- was the last. 

Although our fellow workers in Liverpool 
have been defeated in a valiant effort, they 
have taught workers around the world an 
important lesson: United action through 
international labor solidarity is the only way 
to challenge the power of the global 
alliances. If we absorb this lesson we can 
claim victory for the Liverpool dockers 
through their lasting contribution to the 
international struggle of working people. 

Here in Oakland, however, labor and 
community activists are still facing a legal 
challenge as the result of a solidarity action 
last year. On September 28, the Neptune 
Jade, a cargo ship loaded in Thamesport, 
England (where the MD&HC is the port 
authority), docked at Berth 23 in the Port 
of Oakland. A broad coalition of activists 
set up a picket line which members of the 
ILWU, Locals 10 and 34 honored. Initially, 
the arbitrator ruled the picket line a health 
and safety threat and did not require the 
longshore workers to cross. By September 
30, the employers were granted an 
injunction limiting the number of pickets and 
the arbitrator changed his ruling. Longshore 
workers refused a police escort and 
continued to respect the line. The ship 
remained stranded in the port until October 
1, when it left without unloading its cargo. 
The Neptune Jade headed for Vancouver 
B.C. where it was greeted by another 
picket. Not wanting another show down, the 
vessel left the continent and set out for 
Japan where it was also refused. The 
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imposed a minimum fine. 

The Pacific Maritime Association (PMA) 
is seeking a permanent injunction against 
future picketing. They are suing identified 
individuals and organizations including the 
ILWU. Recently added defendants' are 
those who testified at the picket captain’s 
hearing. Special Interrogatories served on 
the defendants have all the ear markings of 
McCarthyism: “Identify all persons, 
associations and organizations known to you 
who participated in one or more of the 
demonstrations; Identify all labor orga¬ 
nizations in which you are or have been in any 
way affiliated.” The interrogatories also 
demand, “all documents that refer or relate 
to the composition and mission of your 
organization, including membership lists, 
organizational charts, constitution, by-laws, 
mission statements, and any other similar...” 
PMA senior vice president, Terry Lane, said 
that the questions are only part of a ‘fact 
finding’ expedition by association attor¬ 
neys. He wouldn’t say what they planned to 
do with the facts they found. 

Among the defendants is a banner-toting 
student group from Laney College. 
Compounding matters, the Peralta 
Community College District sent students a 
warning letter representing new policy on 
off-campus symbol bearing. The student 
government has directed the administration 
not to release any names. 

While this witch hunt is designed to 
intimidate and break the ILWU, a lot more is 
at stake. This litigious appetite for revenge 
by the employer raises profound issues that 
puts both freedom of speech and the right 
to peaceful assembly at risk if the court 
permits the case to go forward. 

As the PMA prepares to convict, we 
prepare to fight the good fight. We have 
established a committee to defend our 
democratic right to express solidarity with 
others in struggle. Two of our Liverpool 
friends, Bobby Morton and Tony Nelson, will 
be with us on February 26, when the court 
will hear our motion to throw the case out. A 
8 a.m defense rally at PMA headquarters in 
Downtown Oakland (500 12th Street @ 
Broadway) and five block stroll to court 
house (201 13th Street) for the hearing at 
10 a.m. is planned. 

Liverpool Dockers Victory Defense 
Committee 





inai reaa: i-ammes wnose iovea ones are 
killed by police NEVER have a Merry Christmas 
-- Giulliani protects killer cops." As Mayor 
Giulliani took the stage the protesters began 
to chant. Police pulled protestors out of the 
crowd including: the mother and sister of 
Anthony Baez (killed by a police chokehold); 
the mother of Anibal Carrasquillo (shot in the 
back); the mother and father of 15-year old 
Frankie Arzuega (shot in the back of the 
head); the nephew of Jose Librado Sanchez 
(shot by police in the restaurant where he 
worked); the mother of Anthony Rosario (shot 
in the back while he lay prone on the floor); the 
mother of Manuel Mayi (killed by a racist gang 
almost 7 years ago); and the mother of Jovan 
Gonzalez (beaten by a racist gang this past 
summer) 

The purpose of the action was to let Giulliani 
know that there is no "time out" in the fight 
against police brutality. Writes one 
participant: “We have all learned together 
that the most effective way of dealing with 
the pain of their loss is to collectively fight 
those who are responsible.” 

APEC 

In November 18 state officials arrived in 
Vancouver for the Asia Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) summit to coordinate 
their assault on the world’s poor. Held at the 
University of British Colombia, the APEC 
summit was countered by protests, counter 
conferences (one held in occupied university 
buildings) and a tent city. Under orders by 
university administrators to crack down, police 
demolished tents and arrested student 
protesters. Not to be intimidated, thousands 
of people attempted to “crash the summit”: 
tearing down security fences only to be 
sprayed by cops with “fire extinguisher sized 
containers” of pepper spray. Changing 
strategy, hundreds of protesters split up and 
blocked all roads leading to the meeting site. 
Alas, the RCMP intervened, attacking people 
with pepper spray and threatening them guns. 


umcken, inc., wmcn runs tne jnou mimon-a- 
year Boson Market restaurant chain, expanded 
rapidly, adding cookie cutter chain outlets 
staffed by low-wage workers. By early 1998, 
Noah’s had 125 stores and its parent 
company, Einstein/Noah Bagel Partners, Inc. 
had almost 500 bagel stores nationally. After 
Starbucks coffee bought 20 percent of Noah’s 
in 1995, Noah’s started pairing its stores with 
Starbucks Coffee outlets. 

The allegedly “family-like culture" at Noah's 
started evaporating after founder Noah Alper 
resigned. In December 1997, Noah’s, which 
had kept kosher over the years and was the 
largest kosher eatery on the West Coast, 
announced that it would go treif and start 
serving meat. Working conditions declined, 
workers at the Telegraph Avenue, Berkeley 
store began the struggle to unionize in 1997 
and have proposed a contract featuring full 
benefits for part-time workers and higher 
wages. 

Late last year, it looked like 80 workers at 
the company’s San Leandro bagel factory 
would get a union, too. The National Labor 
Relations Board (NLRB) had scheduled a 
December 12 hearing on the workers’ petition 
for a union election. The day before the 
hearing, however, the company announced 
that the San Leandro plant would be closed in 
March and that all production for the West 
Coast would be moved to a plant in Southern 
California. Vice president of Marketing Sydney 
Drell said the Bay Area plant, which was built 
in 1994, would have been closed anyway 
because it was not “modem” enough. 
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through their lasting contribution to the 
international struggle of working people. 

Here in Oakland, however, labor and 
community activists are still facing a legal 
challenge as the result of a solidarity action 
last year. On September 28, the Neptune 
Jade, a cargo ship loaded in Thamesport, 
England (where the MD&HC is the port 
authority), docked at Berth 23 in the Port 
of Oakland. A broad coalition of activists 
set up a picket line which members of the 
ILWU, Locals 10 and 34 honored. Initially, 
the arbitrator ruled the picket line a health 
and safety threat and did not require the 
longshore workers to cross. By September 
30, the employers were granted an 
injunction limiting the number of pickets and 
the arbitrator changed his ruling. Longshore 
workers refused a police escort and 
continued to respect the line. The ship 
remained stranded in the port until October 
1, when it left without unloading its cargo. 
The Neptune Jade headed for Vancouver 
B.C. where it was greeted by another 
picket. Not wanting another show down, the 
vessel left the continent and set out for 
Japan where it was also refused. The 
Neptune Jade was reportedly sold in Taiwan 
with its scab cargo; painted and renamed. 

On November 18, the Oakland picket 
captain was tried in contempt and was 


Community College District sent students a 
warning letter representing new policy on 
off-campus symbol bearing. The student 
government has directed the administration 
not to release any names. 

While this witch hunt is designed to 
intimidate and break the ILWU, a lot more is 
at stake. This litigious appetite for revenge 
by the employer raises profound issues that 
puts both freedom of speech and the right 
to peaceful assembly at risk if the court 
permits the case to go forward. 

As the PMA prepares to convict, we 
prepare to fight the good fight. We have 
established a committee to defend our 
democratic right to express solidarity with 
others in struggle. Two of our Liverpool 
friends, Bobby Morton and Tony Nelson, will 
be with us on February 26, when the court 
will hear our motion to throw the case out. A 
8 a.m defense rally at PMA headquarters in 
Downtown Oakland (500 12th Street @ 
Broadway) and five block stroll to court 
house (201 13th Street) for the hearing at 
10 a.m. is planned. 

Liverpool Dockers Victory Defense 
Committee 

P.O. Box 2574, Oakland CA 94614 
LDVDC hotline: 510-594-4303 
for more... (www.labournet.org.uk) 
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Defend the picket line, 

Support the Neptune Jade defendants! 
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Teamsters 

Elections 


Carey, Hoffa, 

by Tom Condit 

As Slingshot goes to press, it's unclear how 
long the election for officers of the Teamsters 
union will be put off, and who the government 
will allow to run. 

What happens in the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters (IBT) is important 
to every working-class person. Not only is the 
IBT the largest union in the private sector, 
with 1.4 million members, but its strategic 
positions in transportation make it key to long¬ 
term gains for many other workers. Moreover, 
it is among the few unions with a strong rank- 
and-file movement for democracy. 

The IBT has a long history of involvement 
with organized crime and of close ties to 
employers. This started in the 19th century 
with shakedowns of delivery drivers and their 
employers for "protection" money, moved to 
sweetheart contracts where the IBT and 
employers would jointly “organize" workers to 
keep out more militant unions like the Congress 
of Industrial Organizations (CIO), and finally 
became national in scale with the conversion of 
regional pension funds into "Mafia banks" to 
finance real estate speculation and casinos. 


or the Devil? 



Share The 
Work 

1 )‘) hour work week in Berkeley 

A proposal to establish a 35-hour work¬ 
week for all private sector employees may be 
on the ballot in Berkeley in November. A 
citizen’s group called Share The Work has 
filed a notice of intention to circulate an 
initiative petition to put a shorter work-week 
before the voters. The measure would require 
the same weekly pay as is currently paid for a 
40-hour week. This would mean an increase of 
12 1/2% in the hourly rate for full-time 
employees. 

All overtime above 7 hours a day or 35 hours 
a week would be paid at double the basic hourly 
rate. All overtime would be voluntary. The 
ordinance would apply to all businesses 
licensed by the city or having contracts with 
the city. It would not affect municipal or school 
employees. 

Signatures will be collected over a 5-month 
period, starting around early February. If 
2182 or more Berkeley voters sign, the 
proposal will be on the ballot in November. 

The main purpose of the shorter week is to 
help reduce unemployment by creating 
additional jobs. With a 35-hour week, 
businesses would need 8 employees to do as 


Blurbs 


Anti-Racist 

Roundup 

12/6 - In Beloit, Wisconsin 300 police used 
metal detectors and fenced-in protest areas 
to control about 500 anti-racist 
demonstrators at a KKK rally. When the 
demonstrators attempted to mess with the 
racists directly, police used pepper spray and 
arrested 9 people. 

11/15 - 17 Ku Klux Klan losers rallied at Cal 
State Fresno protected by 50 riot cops who 
held back a crowd of 500 anti-racist counter 
demonstrators. Police protection was 
noticeably absent that night however as 4 anti¬ 
racist activists were attacked by Klansmen 
with a baseball bat and a large chain. 

10/18 - In Ashville, N.C. about 50 Klan 
activists were met by a diverse crowd of 
several hundred with “music, laughter, 
belligerent questioning, and a few well aimed 
eggs." Two anti-racists and a Ku Klucker were 
arrested. 

10/6 - Members of Anti-Racist Action and 
local high school students (about 70 in all) 
protested at the home of white supremacist 
leader Michael Hansen in Fargo, North Dakota. 
Hanson, the host of a weekly "White Power 
Hour" cable access TV show had been 
distributing racist flyers at Fargo South High 
School calling on students to display the 
confederate flag. In response to the crowd's 
jeers Hansen began to unfurl a swastika flag 
from his balcony. Before he could do so, a 
student leapt onto the second floor balcony to 
grab it. Hansen struck him in the head with the 
flag pole and broke his jaw; still the student 
held on and they exchanged blows. The flag fell 
to the ground and was shredded by the crowd. 
The anti-racist was arrested and charged with 
assault, disorderly conduct and incitement to 
riot. Another protester was arrested for 
breaking one of Hansen's windows and one 
more was picked off by the cops after she 

__i _ _i:_ l u;* u~l( (..II llfn* 





^arey, nona, 

by Tom Condit 

As Slingshot goes to press, it's unclear how 
long the election for officers of the Teamsters 
union will be put off, and who the government 
will allow to run. 

What happens in the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters (IBT) is important 
to every working-class person. Not only is the 
IBT the largest union in the private sector, 
with 1.4 million members, but its strategic 
positions in transportation make it key to long¬ 
term gains for many other workers. Moreover, 
it is among the few unions with a strong rank- 
and-file movement for democracy. 

The IBT has a long history of involvement 
with organized crime and of close ties to 
employers. This started in the 19th century 
with shakedowns of delivery drivers and their 
employers for "protection” money, moved to 
sweetheart contracts where the IBT and 
employers would jointly “organize" workers to 
keep out more militant unions like the Congress 
of Industrial Organizations (CIO), and finally 
became national in scale with the conversion of 
regional pension funds into “Mafia banks" to 
finance real estate speculation and casinos. 


1 TB 1 ? 
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The majority of members and local union 
leaders weren't crooks, but were kept in line 
by threats of violence and the undemocratic 
nature of the international union. It wasn't until 
the 1970s that national opposition caucuses in 
the union formed and came together to create 
Teamsters for a Democratic Union (TDU), 
which now has hundreds of members across the 
country. 


YOUR 


In the late 1980s, IBT corruption became 
too embarrassing even for a Republican 
administration. The class struggle was at a low 
ebb, so it looked like a safe time to impose 
some formal democracy on the union. The 
government took control of the IBT and forced 
it to hold mail votes of the members for 
international officers. (Until then, officers 
were elected at the international convention, to 
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salaries and perks, sold the private jets and 
threw many gangster locals into trusteeship. 
But he called on the corrupt hustlers who feed 
at the trough of the Democratic Party to 
manage his own reelection bid. Naturally, they 
set up complex diversion schemes with 
Teamster dues money to float the millions 
needed to conduct a media campaign rather 
than organize from the grass roots. It's all 
they know how to do. 

Despite Carey's own lack of faith in the rank 
and file, in local after local the measure of the 
difference between the Hoffa vote and the 
Carey vote was the strength of TDU and 
other reform forces in the local. Hoffa lost 50 
locals where the leaders supported him, but 
carried only a handful where Carey supporters 
held office. It was the “ground war" of the 
membership, not the "air war" of the campaign 
consultants and media artists, which won 
Carey's re-election. 

The recent UPS strike shows the 
importance of democracy and militancy in labor 
struggles. Carey learned well the lessons of 
the 1994 UPS health and safety strike, where 
2/3 of local union officials scabbed. The 
International began organizing the contract 
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A proposal to establish a 35-hour work¬ 
week for all private sector employees may be 
on the ballot in Berkeley in November. A 
citizen’s group called Share The Work has 
filed a notice of intention to circulate an 
initiative petition to put a shorter work-week 
before the voters. The measure would require 
the same weekly pay as is currently paid for a 
40-hour week. This would mean an increase of 
12 1/2% in the hourly rate for full-time 
employees. 

All overtime above 7 hours a day or 35 hours 
a week would be paid at double the basic hourly 
rate. All overtime would be voluntary. The 
ordinance would apply to all businesses 
licensed by the city or having contracts with 
the city. It would not affect municipal or school 
employees. 

Signatures will be collected over a 5-month 
period, starting around early February. If 
2182 or more Berkeley voters sign, the 
proposal will be on the ballot in November. 

The main purpose of the shorter week is to 
help reduce unemployment by creating 
additional jobs. With a 35-hour week, 
businesses would need 8 employees to do as 
much woik as is now done by 7 people on a 40- 
hour week. In Berkeley, this would create 
several thousand additional jobs. On a national 
basis, a 35-hour week would create an 
estimated 7 million additional jobs. 

Registered voters who want to help in 
collecting signatures are asked to call 595- 
3229 or 841-7460. 

Share The Work 
Box 5832 

Berkeley, CA 94705 
E-mail: 

gmsasso@sj.bigger.net 




10/18 - In Ashville, N.C. about 50 Klan 
activists were met by a diverse crowd of 
several hundred with “music, laughter, 
belligerent questioning, and a few well aimed 
eggs.” Two anti-racists and a Ku Klucker were 
arrested. 

10/6 - Members of Anti-Racist Action and 
local high school students (about 70 in all) 
protested at the home of white supremacist 
leader Michael Hansen in Fargo, North Dakota. 
Hanson, the host of a weekly "White Power 
Hour" cable access TV show had been 
distributing racist flyers at Fargo South High 
School calling on students to display the 
confederate flag. In response to the crowd's 
jeers Hansen began to unfurl a swastika flag 
from his balcony. Before he could do so, a 
student leapt onto the second floor balcony to 
grab it. Hansen struck him in the head with the 
flag pole and broke his jaw; still the student 
held on and they exchanged blows. The flag fell 
to the ground and was shredded by the crowd. 
The anti-racist was arrested and charged with 
assault, disorderly conduct and incitement to 
riot. Another protester was arrested for 
breaking one of Hansen's windows and one 
more was picked off by the cops after she 
scored a direct hit with a half-full two liter 
soda bottle. 

Montrealers Eat 
and Run 

On December 3rd, 120 poor people dined for 
free at a posh restaurant in downtown 
Montreal. In the action organized by a local 
committee of the unemployed , a “self service 
squad” brought a steady stream of food-filled 
platters from the restaurant buffet into the 
streets to the cheers of those outside. The 
restaurant’s management tried to forcefully 
stop the poor diners, but as one participant 
writes “we were too many, and we swarmed in 
like ants to the great surprise of the business 
men there.” Unfortunately after only 15 
minutes the cops rudely interrupted the diner, 
arresting 108 people. 

In an apparent copy-cat action homeless 
activists in Paris briefly occupied the upper 
class Fouquet's restaurant on the Champs- 
Elysees before leaving with a promise from the 
management for the delivery of 40 New Year's 
Eve dinners to be dished up later in the evening 
to a group of homeless people occupying a city 
















The majority of members and local union 
leaders weren't crooks, but were kept in line 
by threats of violence and the undemocratic 
nature of the international union. It wasn't until 
the 1970s that national opposition caucuses in 
the union formed and came together to create 
Teamsters for a Democratic Union (TDU), 
which now has hundreds of members across the 
country. 
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In the late 1980s, IBT corruption became 
too embarrassing even for a Republican 
administration. The class struggle was at a low 
ebb, so it looked like a safe time to impose 
some formal democracy on the union. The 
government took control of the IBT and forced 
it to hold mail votes of the members for 
international officers. (Until then, officers 
were elected at the international convention, to 
which local union officers had been automatic 
delegates since Jimmy Hoffa Sr. abolished 
elections in 1961.) 


BOSS! 


In 1991, a split in the "old guard" led to the 
election of Ron Carey, probably the most 
honest and militant leader the IBT has ever 
had, with 48% of the vote. But Carey is still a 
"pure and simple" union bureaucrat, not a 
class-conscious radical. He has relied on his 
fellow officials, both "reform" and "old 
guard," to run the union. He slashed union 

WORK 

NO 

MORE! 


at the trough of the Democratic Party to 
manage his own reelection bid. Naturally, they 
set up complex diversion schemes with 
Teamster dues money to float the millions 
needed to conduct a media campaign rather 
than organize from the grass roots. It's all 
they know how to do. 

Despite Carey's own lack of faith in the rank 
and file, in local after local the measure of the 
difference between the Hoffa vote and the 
Carey vote was the strength of TDU and 
other reform forces in the local. Hoffa lost 50 
locals where the leaders supported him, but 
carried only a handful where Carey supporters 
held office. It was the "ground war" of the 
membership, not the "air war" of the campaign 
consultants and media artists, which won 
Carey's re-election. 

The recent UPS strike shows the 
importance of democracy and militancy in labor 
struggles. Carey learned well the lessons of 
the 1994 UPS health and safety strike, where 
2/3 of local union officials scabbed. The 
International began organizing the contract 
fight over a year in advance, making sure that 
members as well as local officers knew the 
issues and tactics involved, so the strike could 
be won even if the "leaders" failed. It was the 
involvement of the rank and file themselves, not 
only UPS workers but other Teamsters and 
workers from outside the union, which made 
the difference between victory and defeat. 

Since the UPS strike, old guard 
bureaucrats have been thrown out in local 
after local. It's clear that the movement for 
democracy is alive and well regardless of 
Carey's problems. 

It may be that only government intervention 
could have "cleaned up" the Teamsters and 
forced democratic elections. Nevertheless, 
should the capitalist state have the power to 
tell members of a union who they can vote for in 
an election? In the past they have used that 
power to drive out "communists" and those 
guilty of fighting back when picket lines were 
attacked. Whether the candidates for IBT 
president are Carey, Hoffa or the devil 
himself, it is the members of the union who 
should have the right to decide whether they 
can hold office, not a federal star chamber. 


oasis, a Jb-nour week would create an 
estimated 7 million additional jobs. 

Registered voters who want to help in 
collecting signatures are asked to call 595- 
3229 or 841-7460. 


Share The Woik 
Box 5832 

Berkeley, CA 94705 


E-mail: 

gmsasso @ sj .bigger.net 
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and Run 

On December 3rd, 120 poor people dined for 
free at a posh restaurant in downtown 
Montreal. In the action organized by a local 
committee of the unemployed , a “self sen/ice 
squad" brought a steady stream of food-filled 
platters from the restaurant buffet into the 
streets to the cheers of those outside. The 
restaurant’s management tried to forcefully 
stop the poor diners, but as one participant 
writes “we were too many, and we swarmed in 
like ants to the great surprise of the business 
men there.” Unfortunately after only 15 
minutes the cops rudely interrupted the diner, 
arresting 108 people. 

In an apparent copy-cat action homeless 
activists in Paris briefly occupied the upper 
class Fouquet's restaurant on the Champs- 
Elysees before leaving with a promise from the 
management for the delivery of 40 New Year's 
Eve dinners to be dished up later in the evening 
to a group of homeless people occupying a city 
welfare centre. 

Pardon my 
French 

In response to 2 murders by French cops in 
December, hundreds of people battled police, 
throwing bottles and slabs of concrete from 
their high-rise flats. In the French city of Lyon, 
Fabrice Fernandez was shot in the face at the 
police station after being arrested in a 
dispute over a stolen dog. In the Parisian 
suburb of Dammarie-Les-Lys, 16 year old 
Abdelkader Bouziane was shot in the head by 
police. IDuring the 2 days of rioting over 30 
vehicles were torched. Recent police violence 
has provoked similar responses in Nice, 
Strasbourg and Montpellier. 

Blurbs written by Clyde. 

Sources: Against the Current, WSA, Workers’ 
World, National Congress for Puerto Rican 
Rights and the capitalist press__ _ 


Blurbs of Revolt 
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REPRESSION: 



Does the city of Berkeley really need a 

PENAL ENLARGMENT? 


Berkeley does not need a 53 cell prison and a brand new cop shop. 

Ask your council person what they're doing. 


Free Heroin 


D. Mlnkler 1997 


Berkeley’s New Police Station, The War on 
Crime, and the Need for Harm Reduction 

8y Nick Waters 


A Civic Center? 

The City of Berkeley is planning to build a 
huge new police station as part of its far- 
reaching Civic Center Plan for bureaucratic 
centralization in up-and-coming imperial 
Berkeley. This orgy of boosterism in Berkeley 
comes at a time when the U.S government is 
fortifying itself everywhere against what it 
rightfully perceives as its own worst enemy-- 
the Amencan people. 

At what cost do we acquiesce to the 
building of Capital’s new Berkeley? The 
erection of these new large bureaucratic 
structures as called for in the Civic Center 
Plan (which also includes a new county 
courthouse) comes at the expense of another 
Berkeley, one associated with alternative ways 
of doing things-localism, neighborhoods, town- 
hall meetings, city commissions, public 
hearings-a Berkeley that until now has had a 
modest, almost small-town-like civic center 
with a more decentralized grassroots 
democracy. 

Not that things have been all that great. 
But now they have bigger plans. 

What does it mean for Berkeley to be 
building an Orwellian, 66,000 square foot new 
“Public Safety Building" to house it’s police 
force? What will this new building be a 
monument to? What does it say about where 
our society is heading? What failure of society 
will it stand to symbolize? Prisons are being 
built fanatically all over this country. 100,000 
new cops are on the streets. The death 
penalty is being cranked up, mandatory 
minimums and three strikes you’re out. The 
Public Safety Building is just a local 
manifestation of the “War on Crime.” 

Instead of continuing to pour money and 
hope into the criminal justice system we need 


jail, and Humboldt County is just finishing up 
greatly expanding their block-long fortress in 
Eureka. What with Berkeley gettinq a new 
police station and county courthouse, San 
Francisco wanting a new county jail, and Willie 
Brown now announcing he wants to replace the 
Hall of Justice, it looks like we might all be 
getting three meals a day soon. 

The local criminal justice system is 


The local criminal justice 
system is not really 
separate from the state and 
national apparatus...and 
local efforts to upgrade 
facilities must be seen in 
the context of--and as a 
necessary extension of-- 
this larger system. 


integrally connected with the national criminal 
justice system. Oh-so-liberal Berkeley has fully 
participated in trampeling civil liberties with 
the War on Drugs, sporting its own 22-person 
DEA-like drug tac squad at a cost of $2 million 
a year. Just this past December the federal 
government earmarked $1 million in start-up 
funds for a coordinated effort with local 
authorities to go after drugs in the Bay Area. 
Berkeley’s bloated police department with 
320 employees is already about the 12th 
largest employer in the city. 

Local police fully participate in hunting down 
subjects for the probation industry in which 3 
million Americans (1.6 percent of the 
population) are engulfed and which constitutes 
more than half of all people in prison, the vast 


















Does the city of Berkeley really need a 

PENAL ENLARGMENT? 


Berkeley does noC need a 53 cell prison and a brand new cop shop. 

Ask your council person what they’re doing. 


Free Heroin 

Swiss Pilot Drug Program Effective 


Proponents of harm-reduction based drug 
policies often argue that many of the social, 
physical, and psychological problems 
associated with illicit drug use are in fact 
caused by the criminalization of drugs, rather 
than by the drug use itself. Scientific studies 
are finally emerging to support this argument. 

In 1996 the Swiss Programme for a Medical 
Prescription of Narcotics completed an 
extensive 3-year study in which heroin addicts 
who had a history of failed attempts with 
other forms of treatment, were administered 
intravenous heroin free in a clinic setting. The 
study found conclusively that the benefits of 
such a program far outweigh the costs. By 
removing many of the risks commonly 
associated with illicit drug use, participants’ f| 
physical and mental health improved, many I 
improved their housing and employment 
situations, and there was a 60% reduction in 
criminal activity. 

During the treatment period, participants 
in the study had better nutrition and fewer j| 
instances of injection-related skin diseases. In 
addition, they had fewer and less severe 
instances of depression, anxiety, and delusional 
disorders. Through the study, most T 
participants with pre-existing HIV infections 
and other infectious diseases were referred 
for suitable medical treatment. Women who jj 


the savings would come as a result of reducing 
criminal investigations and prison terms. 
Because the participants suffer fewer health 
problems, the public cost for disease 
treatment would be reduced as well. 

The program achieved significant health and 
socio-economic improvements that persisted 
even after the treatment ended, including a 
striking decline in criminal activity. Such 
improvements are of great public interest for 
their prevention of dangerous infectious 
diseases and the struggle against drug- 
related crimes against society. The study also 
offers hope for formulating more rational and 
humane drug policies. 


courthouse) comes at the expense of another 
Berkeley, one associated with alternative ways 
of doing things—localism, neighborhoods, town- 
hall meetings, city commissions, public 
hearings-a Berkeley that until now has had a 
modest, almost small-town-like civic center 
with a more decentralized grassroots 
democracy. 

Not that things have been all that great. 
But now they have bigger plans. 

What does it mean for Berkeley to be 
building an Orwellian, 66,000 square foot new 
“Public Safety Building” to house it’s police 
force? What will this new building be a 
monument to? What does it say about where 
our society is heading? What failure of society 
will it stand to symbolize? Prisons are being 
built fanatically all over this country. 100,000 
new cops are on the streets. The death 
penalty is being cranked up, mandatory 
minimums and three strikes you’re out. The 
Public Safety Building is just a local 
manifestation of the “War on Crime.” 

Instead of continuing to pour money and 
hope into the criminal justice system we need 
to start looking at the reasons people turn to 
crime, since the best cures are always 
preventative. Berkeley can do its part, 
admitedly within limits. One such way would be 
to use municipal resources and activities to 
alleviate and enhance social conditions for 
those trapped on the bottom rung of this 
society. Such actions could preempt the need 
for many people to commit crimes, as opposed 
to just waiting to punish them afterwards. 
Berkeley’s War on Crime 

On both the state and national level, the 
criminal justice system is going through a 
great boom period. Gee, with all the fun, how 
could local government be left out? They’re 
not. San Francisco recently built a new city 


local efforts to upgrade 
facilities must be seen in 
the context of—and as a 
necessary extension of~ 
this larger system. 


integrally connected with the national criminal 
justice system. Oh-so-liberal Berkeley has fully 
participated in trampeling civil liberties with 
the War on Drugs, sporting its own 22-person 
DEA-like drug tac squad at a cost of $2 million 
a year. Just this past December the federal 
government earmarked $1 million in start-up 
funds for a coordinated effort with local 
authorities to go after drugs in the Bay Area. 
Berkeley’s bloated police department with 
320 employees is already about the 12th 
largest employer in the city. 

Local police fully participate in hunting down 
subjects for the probation industry in which 3 
million Americans (1.6 percent of the 
population) are engulfed and which constitutes 
more than half of all people in prison, the vast 
majority of whom were initially arrested for 
nonviolent drug “offenses” and property 
crimes or disturbing public order. The local 
criminal justice system is not really separate 
from the state and national apparatus (or even 
international now) and local efforts to 
upgrade facilities must be seen in the context 
of-and as a necessary extension of-this 
larger system. The intensified domestic war 
and propaganda offensive of the War on 
Crime, tough-on-crime talk, and legislation, is 
being pursued as a united front by all parties 
in power, from Republicans to Democrats and 
even Berkeley “progressives” like Donna 


Continued on page 7 


The Threat of Drugs 


Smoking 
Alcohol 
Car Accidents 
AIDS 
Suicide 
Homocide 


434,000 
105,000 
49,000 
31,000 
31,000 
22,000 

Cocaine, Crack, Heroin, Morphine* 
*(and all other illeaal druas) 


PER 

YEAR 


of the Cold War, to brainwash the American 
people into believing, with feverish frenzy, 
that drugs are the new greatest theat to their 
“way of life.” Unfortunately, when the 
politicians lie. the people listen. The bigger 


7,000 


the lie, Hitler said, the more people will believe 
it. 

Free the drug dealers. Free the drug users. 
For a harm-reduction social policy. 

By Nick Waters 


== Cocaine, Crack, 

Mo min MnrnhinP 
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associated with illicit drug use are in fact 
caused by the criminalization of drugs, rather 
than by the drug use itself. Scientific studies 
are finally emerging to support this argument. 
In 1996 the Swiss Programme for a Medical 
Prescription of Narcotics completed an 
extensive 3-year study in which heroin addicts 
who had a history of failed attempts with 
other forms of treatment, were administered 
intravenous heroin free in a clinic setting. The 
study found conclusively that the benefits of 
such a program far outweigh the costs. By 
removing many of the risks commonly 
associated with illicit drug use, participants’ 
physical and mental health improved, many 
improved their housing and employment 
situations, and there was a 60% reduction in 
criminal activity. 

During the treatment period, participants 
in the study had better nutrition and fewer 
instances of injection-related skin diseases. In 
addition, they had fewer and less severe 
instances of depression, anxiety, and delusional 
disorders. Through the study, most 
participants with pre-existing HIV infections 
and other infectious diseases were referred 
for suitable medical treatment. Women who 
became pregnant or gave birth during the 
treatment period were provided with 
adequate care and experienced no indications 
of developmental defects in their babies. 

The participant’s housing situations rapidly 
improved and stabilized-by the end of the 
study none was homeless The percentage of 
participants with permanent employment 
nearly doubled (from 14% to 32%) and the 
number of unemployed feli by more than a half 
(from 44% to 20%). The remainder lived on 
benefits or irregular employment or were 
engaged in housework. During the treatment, 
patients were able to constantly and 
substantially reduce pre-existing debts. Of 
particular notice was the fact that patients’ 
incomes from illegal and semi-legal activities 
decreased dramatically, from 59% to 10%. 
The number of participants committing 
criminal offenses decreased by about 60% 
during the first six months of treatment, and 
court convictions also decreased significantly. 

Overall, the study determined that the 
public would save significantly for every drug 
user involved in this type of program. Most of 
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problems, the public cost for disease 
treatment would be reduced as well. 

The program achieved significant health and 
socio-economic improvements that persisted 
even after the treatment ended, including a 
striking decline in criminal activity. Such 
improvements are of great public interest for 
their prevention of dangerous infectious 
diseases and the struggle against drug- 
related crimes against society. The study also 
offers hope for formulating more rational and 
humane drug policies. 


admitedly within limits. One such way would be 
to use municipal resources and activities to 
alleviate and enhance social conditions for 
those trapped on the bottom rung of this 
society. Such actions could preempt the need 
for many people to commit crimes, as opposed 
to just waiting to punish them afterwards. 
Berkeley’s War on Crime 
On both the state and national level, the 
criminal justice system is going through a 
great boom period. Gee, with all the fun, how 
could local government be left out? They’re 
not. San Francisco recently built a new city 


criminal justice system is not really separate 
from the state and national apparatus (or even 
international now) and local efforts to 
upgrade facilities must be seen in the context 
of-and as a necessary extension of—this 
larger system. The intensified domestic war 
and propaganda offensive of the War on 
Crime, tough-on-crime talk, and legislation, is 
being pursued as a united front by all parties 
in power, from Republicans to Democrats and 
even Berkeley “progressives” like Donna 

Continued on page 7 


The Threat of Drugs 


Smoking 434,000 

Alcohol 105,000 

Car Accidents 49,000 
AIDS 31,000 

Suicide 31,000 

Homocide 22,000 

Cocaine, Crack, Heroin, Morphine* 
*(and all other illegal drugs) 


PER 

YEAR 

7,000 


of the Cold War, to brainwash the American 
people into believing, with feverish frenzy, 
that drugs are the new greatest theat to their 
“way of life.” Unfortunately, when the 
politicians lie. the people listen. The bigger 


Here is a list of some of the leading causes 
of death in the United States. Given these 
statistics, why is it the number one domestic 
priority of the U.S. government to eradicate 
illegal drugs? Is it because these drugs are 
such a great threat to the American people? 
No, the numbers indicate that illegal drugs are 
a minute social problem compared with others. 

Is it because illegal drugs provide the 
governemnt an excuse to declare war on a 
specific segment of the population that they 
want to target--certain racial minorities, 
counter-cultures, and the economically 
destitute-and an opportunity to greatly 
expand the criminal justice apparatus in time 
for a period of economic restructuring, 
downsizing, and globalization-the ruling 
class’s class offensive following their Cold 
War victory? Yes. 

To sell us this war, their so-called Drug 
War, the state undertook an enormous 
propaganda campaign, approaching in scope 
and intensity its anti-communist propaganda 


the lie, Hitler said, the more people will believe 
it. 

Free the drug dealers. Free the drug users. 
For a harm-reduction social policy. 

By Nick Waters 

~= Cocaine, Crack, 
Heroin, Morphine 
(and all other 
illegal drugs) 
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government and non-profit organizations, there 
is a massive lobby to change all that. When 
that happens, it will indeed be a dark day for 
labor. Oregon State Representative Kevin 
Mannix recently implored companies like Nike 
to turn to prison labor at home rather than 
wage slaves abroad when deciding where to 
settle. He argued that Nike could have the 
best of Third World labor prices without the 
inconvenience of transportation costs, and 
indeed they could. Some states have even 
gone so far as to grant tax incentives to 
. businesses for relocating their production to 
prisons, saying that they are bringing jobs back 
to the United States. The irony of this is 
apparently lost on the eager state 


Most of us are infuriated when we think 
| about the labor practices that American 
businesses foster overseas. What is 
especially atrocious is the mere pennies an 
hour that workers receive for 12 to 14 hour 
days. Perhaps you have attempted a boycott 
of all goods that don't say "Made in the USA;" 
at least with US-made products, workers are 
exploited for a better wage. Or are they? 
Welcome to the little Third World right here at 
home. Welcome to the world of incarcerated 
workers. 

America has over 1.7 million people locked 
up in its many jails and prisons, and the 
number is showing no signs of decreasing. 
But those who decry the "welfare state" are not 
crying any tears over those more or less 
permanent dependents of the nation. 
American businesses are increasingly viewing 
the inmates as national assets, not liabilities. 
The going wage for one hour of inmate work 
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advantage of a captive labor force? 

Whatever the implied reason for utilizing 
prison labor, government and business are 
diving into it wholesale. In fact, government is 
so receptive to the idea that it is facilitating the 
moving of (private) industrial equipment into 
prisons. For example, the state of Wisconsin 
recently financed the move of glove making 
machines into their Green Bay Correctional 
Institution at a rate well below prime. 
Meanwhile, that same glove manufacturer just 
laid off its free (and higher paid) work force. A 
coincidence? Labor doesn't think so, but the 
state does. 

This is just one example among many of 
businesses dumping their higher paid free 
labor for the attractive and cheap incarcerated 
workers. Prisoners clear brush in one city, for 
example, for $1.60 per hour. Their union 
counterparts received $16.00 an hour for the 
same job. Laws exist prohibiting such 
displacement, but the real problem is that no 
single definition exists. Each state defines the 
word in a different way, and there is no 


representatives. 

While all this labor is ostensibly for the 
prisoners' benefit, rehabilitation is not achieved 
by assembling sports utility vehicles, data 
entry, or customer service. Other projects that 
are less profitable but more beneficial are 
being shut down in favor of more lucrative but 
menial labor. Gardening projects, for example, 
have been very successful at rehabilitating 
prisoners. Inmates raise specialty crops and 
sell them to local restaurants in these 
programs. Not a huge money making 
enterprise, but more healthy than entering 
data. 

Because of the phenomenal growth of the 
prison population (currently there are 645 
incarcerated per 100,000 of the population, the 
most of all industrialized countries), the 
utilization of prison labor is only going to grow. 
As one union official scoffed, soon the only 
way any of us will be able to get a job will be to 
land in prison. See you in the big house. 


Slaves of the State 


Prison Laborers Do Time In Factories With Fences 


By Paul Wright 

Many people have the mistaken impression 
that slavery was outlawed or abolished in 
the United States after the Civil War by 
the passage of the 13th Amendment. 
Unfortunately, that was not the case. The 
13th Amendment reads, “Neither slavery 
nor involuntary servitude, except as 
punishment for crimes whereof the party 
shall have been duly convicted, shall exist 
within the United States, or any place 
subject to their jurisdiction.” The effect of 
the 13th Amendment was not to abolish 
slavery, but to limit it to those who had been 
convicted of crimes. 

This reality was made apparent following 
the Civil War when large numbers of newly 
freed black slaves found themselves “duly 
convicted” of crimes and thrown in state 
prisons where, once again, they labored 
without pay. This led the Virginia Supreme 

Court to remark in a 1871 r.a.<;e Ruffin \/q 


of the state.” Little has changed since then, 
except that the states are less honest about 
their slave holding practices. 

Some proponents of prison labor try to 
disguise it as “rehabilitation” or 
“vocational” programs designed to give 
prisoners job skills or a trade useful upon 
release. This is not the case. First, the jobs 
available in prison industries are labor 
intensive, low-skill jobs currently perfoimed 
by exploited Third World workers, illegal 
immigrants in the U.S., or prisoners. 
Clothes and textile manufacturing is the 
most obvious example. 

Second, menial skills acquired in prison 
industries are not in demand. Does anyone 
expect a released prisoner to go to 
Guatemala or El Salvador to get a job 
sewing clothes for the U.S. market for a 
dollar a day? Finally, the U.S. has at least 8 
to 9 million unemployed workers at any given 

























Most of us are infuriated when we think 
about the labor practices that American 
businesses foster overseas. What is 
especially atrocious is the mere pennies an 
hour that workers receive for 12 to 14 hour 
days. Perhaps you have attempted a boycott 
of all goods that don't say "Made in the USA;" 
at least with US-made products, workers are 
exploited for a better wage. Or are they? 
Welcome to the little Third World right here at 
home. Welcome to the world of incarcerated 
workers. 

America has over 1.7 million people locked 
up in its many jails and prisons, and the 
number is showing no signs of decreasing. 
But those who decry the "welfare state" are not 
crying any tears over those more or less 
permanent dependents of the nation. 
American businesses are increasingly viewing 
the inmates as national assets, not liabilities. 
The going wage for one hour of inmate work 
ranges from 20 cents to a few dollars, and at a 
price like that, the US labor market is finally 
competing with those desperate Third World 
countries! 

Even when, by law, the company must pay 
prison inmates the prevailing wage, 80% of this 
wage goes to room, board, victim restitution, 
and other such fees, leaving the inmate with 
about a dollar or so an hour. Companies see 
the business savvy when they hire prison 
workers, because not only are they cheaper all 
around (no pesky and costly health insurance 
to worry about), but it is a guaranteed work 
force that comes in to work on time and always 
sober. Best of all, prison workers never strike, 
and they can also be used as scabs when free 
workers strike for their rights. There is also a 
PR gain: companies can advertise the fact that 
they are giving inmates a "second chance" and 
are rehabilitating them, as well as preparing 
them for life on the outside, all while lessening 
the financial burden on the state. But are they 
really rehabilitating prisoners, or just taking 


advantage of a captive labor force? 

Whatever the implied reason for utilizing 
prison labor, government and business are 
diving into it wholesale. In fact, government is 
so receptive to the idea that it is facilitating the 
moving of (private) industrial equipment into 
prisons. For example, the state of Wisconsin 
recently financed the move of glove making 
machines into their Green Bay Correctional 
Institution at a rate well below prime. 
Meanwhile, that same glove manufacturer just 
laid off its free (and higher paid) work force. A 
coincidence? Labor doesn't think so, but the 
state does. 

This is just one example among many of 
businesses dumping their higher paid free 
labor for the attractive and cheap incarcerated 
workers. Prisoners clear brush in one city, for 
example, for $1.60 per hour. Their union 
counterparts received $16.00 an hour for the 
same job. Laws exist prohibiting such 
displacement, but the real problem is that no 
single definition exists. Each state defines the 
word in a different way, and there is no 
national standard as of yet. Needless to say, 
prosecution of businesses who dump their 
expensive labor for prison labor has not been 
very fervent, but the phenomenon is alive and 
well. 

Some American manufacturers, surprisingly, 
are angry about the use of prison labor, 
especially by their competitors. They are 
against a federal law that states that the 
government must buy the goods made by 
prisoners, such as office products and 
shelving. The manufacturers argue that this 
creates a sort of monopoly that does not save 
the government any money (because the 
prison-made products are often marked up 
way above their actual cost), and it unfairly 
shuts out private businesses from a lucrative 
market. But these companies' attitudes 
change quickly when they themselves can take 
advantage of this cheap prison labor. 

Although there are laws that ban interstate 
commerce of prison-made goods, and laws 
that only allow sales of these goods to 


Slaves of the State 

Prison Laborers Do Time In Factories With Fences 


By Paul Wright 

Many people have the mistaken impression 
that slavery was outlawed or abolished in 
the United States after the Civil War by 
the passage of the 13th Amendment. 
Unfortunately, that was not the case. The 
13th Amendment reads, “Neither slavery 
nor involuntary servitude, except as 
punishment for crimes whereof the party 
shall have been duly convicted, shall exist 
within the United States, or any place 
subject to their jurisdiction.” The effect of 
the 13th Amendment was not to abolish 
slavery, but to limit it to those who had been 
convicted of crimes. 

This reality was made apparent following 
the Civil War when large numbers of newly 
freed black slaves found themselves “duly 
convicted” of crimes and thrown in state 
prisons where, once again, they labored 
without pay. This led the Virginia Supreme 
Court to remark in a 1871 case, Ruffin vs. 
Commonwealth, that prisoners were “slaves 


of the state.” Little has changed since then, 
except that the states are less honest about 
their slave holding practices. 

Some proponents of prison labor try to 
disguise it as “rehabilitation” or 
“vocational” programs designed to give 
prisoners job skills or a trade useful upon 
release. This is not the case. First, the jobs 
available in prison industries are labor 
intensive, low-skill jobs currently performed 
by exploited Third World workers, illegal 
immigrants in the U.S., or prisoners. 
Clothes and textile manufacturing is the 
most obvious example. 

Second, menial skills acquired in prison 
industries are not in demand. Does anyone 
expect a released prisoner to go to 
Guatemala or El Salvador to get a job 
sewing clothes for the U.S. market for a 
dollar a day? Finally, the U.S. has at least 8 
to 9 million unemployed workers at any given 
time, many of them highly skilled, who cannot 
find well-paying jobs 


Continued from page 6 
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Even when, by law, the company must pay 
prison inmates the prevailing wage, 80% of this 
wage goes to room, board, victim restitution, 
and other such fees, leaving the inmate with 
about a dollar or so an hour. Companies see 
the business savvy when they hire prison 
workers, because not only are they cheaper all 
around (no pesky and costly health insurance 
to worry about), but it is a guaranteed work 
force that comes in to work on time and always 
sober. Best of all, prison workers never strike, 
and they can also be used as scabs when free 
workers strike for their rights. There is also a 
PR gain: companies can advertise the fact that 
they are giving inmates a "second chance" and 
are rehabilitating them, as well as preparing 
them for life on the outside, all while lessening 
the financial burden on the state. But are they 
really rehabilitating prisoners, or just taking 


very rervent, out tne phenomenon is alive and 
well. 

Some American manufacturers, surprisingly, 
are angry about the use of prison labor, 
especially by their competitors. They are 
against a federal law that states that the 
government must buy the goods made by 
prisoners, such as office products and 
shelving. The manufacturers argue that this 
creates a sort of monopoly that does not save 
the government any money (because the 
prison-made products are often marked up 
way above their actual cost), and it unfairly 
shuts out private businesses from a lucrative 
market. But these companies' attitudes 
change quickly when they themselves can take 
advantage of this cheap prison labor. 

Although there are laws that ban interstate 
commerce of prison-made goods, and laws 
that only allow sales of these goods to 
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Berkeley and the War on Crime, Drugs 


Spring, Linda Maio, and Margaret Breland. 
Expanded Notion of Harm Reduction 
Alternatives to this carnival of incarceration 
are what is needed. In terms of the drug war, 
many in the legalization camp are proposing 
what is being called a ‘harm-reduction’ policy in 
which drugs are treated as a social problem 
instead of a criminal problem. Such an 
approach promotes a plethora of social 
programs to address the harmful effects of 
drugs as oppossed to continuing to feed 
people to the criminalizes. On the local front, 
Berkeley and other municipalities could set 
national examples with creative and effective 
programs, by allocating resources differently. 
[See “Swiss Drug Program" article, page 6] 
While recognizing people’s right to choose 
what to put into their own bodies, a humane 
harm reduction social assistance program 
would help people who are addicted or 
otherwise abuse drugs to reduce their need to 
do drugs, or, in case they choose to continue to 
do drugs, to make their drug taking as safe, 
healthy, and socially unproblematic as possible. 
The current state of prohibition doesn’t 
address the underlying reasons for taking 


drugs. Besides, most people are safe and 
successful recreational drug users for whom 
prohibition is an impediment to a good time. 

As far as dealing goes, much of the violence 
and money surrounding drug dealing stems 
from the fact that drugs are an illegal 
commodity, creating scarcity and high prices. 
Decriminalization would remove the secrecy, 
much of the money, and the bunker mentality 
that has come to characterize the trade: 
incentives for dealing would be reduced. 

In terms of the seldom addressed question 
of people’s need to sell drugs, well this speaks 
to larger economic questions that people in the 
lower classes in this society face. But it also 
speaks to the question of that large category 
of crimes that accounts for so much of the 
criminal justice system’s stock-economic 
crimes, or property crimes. Drug dealing is 
ultimately an economic crime. Like stealing, it 
involves people, often desperate people, 
earning income in ways the state deems 
inappropriate. 

In a society in which many people haven’t 
ready, reasonable, or easy access to the 
necessities of life or even in many cases the 


meagerist of comforts*, is it any wonder that 
many of the people who find themselves in this 
position are going to resort to whatever means 
available through which to improve their 
situation? Here too, in terms of economic 
crimes, a harm-reduction policy is called for. If 
society could either provide or allow a 
reasonable avenue of access for all people to 
the necessities of life and a share in the good 
things in life, then not only would the need for 
economic crimes be reduced, not only would 
social harm from economic crimes be reduced, 
and not only would other crimes probably be 
reduced too, but we would live in a better 
society. 

Downsize the Police 

While Berkeley itself can’t solve all the 
broader social and economic problems that 
underlie this society, it can take steps towards 
disinvesting in the crime industry and 
diverting resources towards alleviating social 
conditions that lead people to crime. If 
Berkeley divested from just the War on Drugs 
alone, that would automatically cut the police 
budget in this city by one half. If the police 
stopped their petty harassment of poor and 


homeless people on the streets, including their 
endless warrant checks and their eager 
participation in the probation industry, all that 
wasted money, time, and energy could go to 
useful things-arts, civic projects, emergency 
housing, or even a multi-service social center. 
We could create things locally that people 
could be proud of-positive, creative, and 
tangibly useful community institutions. 

We don’t need a huge new monument to 
repression in this city, a further extension of 
the wedge between the haves and the have- 
nots. That’s what the police really are, a way 
to keep the poor people from getting what the 
rich people have. They are part of the 
problem, not part of the solution. A glorified 
police station, the first new public building to 
be built in Berkeley in 50 years, is not 
something to build, it is something we want to 
overcome. It is something to not have built if 
we really want to move towards reducing crime 
and reducing social dis-ease. It is something to 
stop, if we want to build something else in its 
place. 

‘The richest fifth of the nation’s families reap 
49% of all income. 
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Golden Gate Park I 


PARK OK PRISON! 


By Timothy Craig Maschok 

Jail works in two ways. Some jails try to 
keep you in while others try to keep you out. 
At Alvord Lake at the East entrance to Golden 
Gate Park where Haight Street ends, they are 
jailing the homeless out in a subtle cover-up 
directed by Mayor Willie Brown. In case you 
haven't heard, Alvord Lake is fenced off from 
everyone, and Duh Mayor plans to jail homeless 
people out for good. 

Mayor Brown did not tip his hand until the 
latest State of the City address when he 
announced that he wants to build an expansive 
children’s playground, ice skating rink and 
skateboarding rink at Lake Alvord. On the 
surface it sounds wonderful, but a closer look 
reveals that it is simply another attempt by 
the City to harass homeless people--a look 
many people around the city haven’t taken. 

The Department of Public Works only 
planned to fence off the third of the park area 
that could be under construction but for 
unknown reasons they decided to fence off 
the entire area without public input or 
responding to public criticisms. Also who 
would a new playground benefit? Within a ten 
minute walk of Lake Alvord is one of the best, 
if not the best, children’s playground in the 
City. The Golden Gate Park playground is 
large, lies next to a barbecue area, and has an 
amusement-park-quality merry-go-round! The 
plan for another playground so close to this 
one is simply a ruse by Willie Brown to limit 
access to part of the park. 

The grassy areas at United Nations Plaza 
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by Karen Pickett 

On Sept. 23, after one of the most 
controversial and emotional trials in Northern 
California in recent decades, an all-white jury 
found Bear Lincoln, a Wailacki man from the 
Round Valley Reservation in Northern 
California, not guilty of first and second 
degree murder in the shooting death of a 
Mendocino county sheriff deputy. The jury 
deadlocked, 10-2 for acquittal on 
manslaughter charges, many jurors feeling the 
more likely scenario was that the dead 
deputy’s partner mistakenly shot him in a 
frenzy of automatic weapons fire. This nearly 
complete acquittal left it up to the county’s 
chief district attorney whether to re-file 
charges in a case that brought a contempt of 
court conviction to her department and 
exposed gross mishandling, perjury and other 
wrongdoing on the part of the sheriff's dept. 

On December 3, Mendocino county DA Susan 
Massini announced she was re-filing 
manslaughter charges and was proceeding 
with a second trial, being so cavalier in her 
announcement as to argue that they didn’t 
need as complex a jury screening process as in 
the first trial because this trial involved, after 
all, “simple manslaughter charges...” We 
wonder if you’d see it as :”simple” if your lifi 
were on the line, Susan 

Bear’s attorneys filed a motion to dismiss 
based on furtherance of justice and double 
jeopardy issues, which was denied by Judge 
John Golden on January 2. The Judge set a 
February 23 date for commencement of jury 
selection. 

The first trial began on July 29, two years 
after Bear turned himself in, and the 
prosecution presented a case rife with 
contradictions, stinking of a cover-up, and 
exposing sloppy, if not deliberately shoddy 
investigation. The defense team, led by well- 
known and flamboyant political attorney Tony 
Serra, presented a strong case, bolstered by 
Bear’s own testimony; standing in sharp 
contrast to the slick and practiced testimony 


horrific genocidal history of Native Americans 
in northern California. Native American 
leaders from other parts of the county, 
including John Trudell and AIM field organizer 
Dennis Banks came out to support Bear, and 
the Round Valley community has become 
politicized as never before, as the case 
becomes symbolic of racist practices on the 
part of the Mendocino county sheriffs. 

Since the trial ended, members of the jury 
have come forward to urge DA Massini not to 
re-file charges, and to express their outrage 
at county authorities. Said one juror of her 
county’s police department: [Knowing what I 
know from the trial] “I am more afraid of them 
now than anyone^they are protecting me 
against." 



Bear Lincoln has taken to speaking out on 
behalf of other political prisoners, something 
entirely new to him, appearing at recent 
Leonard Peltier and Mumia Abu Jamal rallies. 
He said in an interview: “In this case, the 
covers were pulled off of law enforcement. It 
was premeditated. It was a police 
ambush...[Sheriff Jim] Tuso wanted to play 
John Wayne on the Round Valley Reservation 


[World Jubilee Day!) 

- All public debts are forgiven! s 
j The Third World Debt is cancelled! 


[Start Over! JubileeL 


Belt’s only civilized.1 


Come participate! 

BOBBY HUTTON DAY! 

Sat. April 11th noon-4pm 
18th & Adeline in West Oakland 
Speakers, Entertainment & Music 
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Bobby Hutton was the first person to join the 
Black Panther Party, founded by Bobby Seale 
and Huey P. Newton in 1966. He was the 
beginning, a product of Oakland, a manchild 
who at the age of 16 was dedicated to serving 
the community. He had a good understanding 
of the oppression that Afro-Americans face in 
the United States. 

Lil Bobby, as he was called by Party 
members, also led the delegation of Black 
Panther Party members on the historic trip to 
the Capitol in Sacramento in 1967, to protest' 
the Mulford Act. The Act made it illegal to 
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Mayor Brown aid noi up nis nano unin me 
latest State of the City address when he 
announced that he wants to build an expansive 
children’s playground, ice skating rink and 
skateboarding rink at Lake Alvord. On the 
surface it sounds wonderful, but a closer look 
reveals that it is simply another attempt by 
the City to harass homeless people--a look 
many people around the city haven’t taken. 

The Department of Public Works only 
planned to fence off the third of the park area 
that could be under construction but for 
unknown reasons they decided to fence off 
the entire area without public input or 
responding to public criticisms. Also who 
would a new playground benefit? Within a ten 
minute walk of Lake Alvord is one of the best, 
if not the best, children’s playground in the 
City. The Golden Gate Park playground is 
large, lies next to a barbecue area, and has an 
amusement-park-quality merry-go-round! The 
plan for another playground so close to this 
one is simply a ruse by Willie Brown to limit 
access to part of the park. 

The grassy areas at United Nations Plaza 
are already fenced off to harrass homeless 
people-in the name of gardening. And the 
Department of Public Works is planning to 
fence off all of Civic Center Park within two 
years to harass homeless people-in the name 
of civic improvements. During the past few 
years almost every park in San Francisco was 
closed at night to harass homeless people-in 
the name of public safety. 

Another issue of grave concern for park 
lovers is a plan to cut many of the mature and 
beautiful trees marking this entrance to 
Golden Gate Park. During the summer, 
Recreation and Park officials told 
neighborhood groups that six trees were I 
going to be cut down due to disease or danger 
of toppling over. However, without telling 
anyone they marked almost every tree (at 
least 50) to be cut down. Why? Well if you I 
want to build a playground and skating rink, I 
you have to clear the trees out of the wayl 
first. How convenient for Willie Brown’s! 
backroom plans to harass homeless people ini 
the name of improvements. Or how disgusting! [ 


Massini announced she was re-filing 
(manslaughter charges and was proceeding 
[with a second trial, being so cavalier in her 
announcement as to argue that they didn’t 
need as complex a jury screening process as in 
the first trial because this trial involved, after 
all, “simple manslaughter charges...’’ We 
wonder if you’d see it as :”simple” if your lif< 

I were on the line, Susan. 

Bear’s attorneys filed a motion to dismiss 
I based on furtherance of justice and double 
jeopardy issues, which was denied by Judge 
John Golden on January 2. The Judge set a 
■ February 23 date for commencement of jury 
I selection. 

The first trial began on July 29, two years 
| after Bear turned himself in, and the 
prosecution presented a case rife with 
I contradictions, stinking of a cover-up, and 
exposing sloppy, if not deliberately shoddy 
investigation. The defense team, led by well- 
known and flamboyant political attorney Tony 
Serra, presented a strong case, bolstered by 
Bear’s own testimony; standing in sharp 
I contrast to the slick and practiced testimony 
of cops and expert witnesses. At worst, said 
the defense, Bear fired his rifle in self defense 
after being caught in an ambush that took the 
life of his friend, Leonard Acorn Peters on 
I April 14,1995. The police ambush was set up 
on the crest of a hill on a dark dirt road, in 
anticipation of the encounter of a suspect in 
another shooting in this rural mountainous area 
about 200 miles north of the Bay Area. The 
trigger-happy cops, confident that they could 
act with impunity on a rural Indian reservation, 
met the pair walking up the road with a 
barrage of automatic weapon fire without, 
first identifying themselves as cops. From 
I testimony recorded immediately after the 
incident, the surviving deputy, Dennis Miller, 
told a story that made it sound very likely that 
his partner was killed by his bullet, after he 
slipped and fell on the roadside, his weapon set 
I on fully automatic. 

The trial garnered support in the 
northcoast progressive community, as well as 
interest in the Bay Area as images of Pine 
Ridge are brought into view, layered onto the 



Speakers, Entertainment & Music 


by 


Rob 


Eshelman 



HOPE VI, Housing and Urban 
Development’s current plan to revitalize 
public housing, has laid the ground for the 
latest struggle of the poor against urban 


Bear Lincoln has taken to speaking out on 
behalf of other political prisoners, something 
entirely new to him, appearing at recent 
Leonard Peltier and Mumia Abu Jamal rallies. 
He said in an interview: “In this case, the 
covers were pulled off of law enforcement. It 
was premeditated. It was a police 
ambush...[Sheriff Jim] Tuso wanted to play 
John Wayne on the Round Valley Reservation 
and Tuso was going to put Indians under his 
thumb and then ride back to Ukiah.” 

Barring an act of intelligence on the part of 
the DA or judge, (i.e., dismissing charges), the 
manslaughter trial is scheduled to begin March 
2 in Ukiah. There is a March for Justice in 
Ukiah on Sat. Feb 28th at noon at the 
Mendocino County Courthouse. Also watch for 
an event with Bear, Tony Serra and jurors 
speaking out in the Bay Area soon. 

Continue the support! 

For more info: Lincoln/Peters Defense 
Alliance at 707-468-1660. 


Gardens tenants and organizers from the 
Eviction Defense Network (EDN) took part 
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sympathetic nods, and assurances that 

q nnthinn tn wnrrv ahout MHDC 


Bobby Hutton was the first person to join the 
Black Panther Party, founded by Bobby Seale 
and Huey P. Newton in 1966. He was the 
beginning, a product of Oakland, a manchild 
who at the age of 16 was dedicated to serving 
the community. He had a good understanding 
of the oppression that Afro-Americans face in 
the United States. 

Lil Bobby, as he was called by Party 
members, also led the delegation of Black 
Panther Party members on the historic trip to 
the Capitol in Sacramento in 1967, to protest' 
the Mulford Act. The Act made it illegal to 
carry guns in public and was a direct response 
to the Panthers’ police patrols in the 
community. 

Lil Bobby dedicated his life to serving the 
people. He helped patrol the streets to protect 
our people from the brutality of the Oakland 
Police Department, which continues to be a 
problem. 

Bobby Hutton was murdered by the Oakland 
Police Department (as shown in the movie 
Panther) on April 6,1968, in the famous shoot- 
in in West Oakland. April 6, 1998 will be 30 
years since his death. We want to honor his 
memory by officially changing the name of 
DeFremery Park to Bobby Hutton Park. 
People in Oakland have referred to the park as 
Bobby Hutton Park for many years. The Black 
Panther Party has held over 20 major events in 
the park since Bobby’s death, including free 
food give-aways, sickle cell anemia testing, 
and voter registration drives. 

The Bobby Hutton Park Committee is 
circulating a petition among residents of 
Oakland which will be presented to the 
Oakland City Council and the City Parks 
Department. We are asking for an official 
name change to honor the memory of Lil 
Bobby Hutton, whose life was taken at age 17 
for serving the People of Oakland. For 
information, call 510-534-6633. 

All Power to the People. 
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years to harass homeless people--in the name 
of civic improvements. During the past few 
years almost every park in San Francisco was 
closed at night to harass homeless people--in 
the name of public safety. 

Another issue of grave concern for park 
lovers is a plan to cut many of the mature and 
beautiful trees marking this entrance to 
Golden Gate Park. During the summer, 
Recreation and Park officials told 
neighborhood groups that six trees were 
going to be cut down due to disease or danger 
of toppling over. However, without telling 
anyone they marked almost every tree (at 
least 50) to be cut down. Why? Well if you 
want to build a playground and skating rink, 
you have to clear the trees out of the way 
first. How convenient for Willie Brown’s 
backroom plans to harass homeless people in 
the name of improvements. Or how disgusting! 


by 


Rob 


Eshelman 


HOPE VI, Housing and Urban 
Development’s current plan to revitalize 
public housing, has laid the ground for the 
latest struggle of the poor against urban 
renewal. Over $23 million in HOPE VI funds 
have been approved for the revitalization of 
Valencia Gardens, a public housing complex 
in San Francisco’s Mission District. But 
after the demolition of about 700 units of 
low-income housing in Bernal Dwellings, 
Hayes Valley and Plaza East, forcing over 
2000 people to leave the city for lack of 
other affordable housing, many low-income 
tenants are now fighting to keep their 
homes. 


HOPE VI promised much-needed 
renovations to public housing. But Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) guidelines 
for HOPE VI call for construction of “mixed 
income" units, meaning that only a small 
percentage of the new housing constructed 
will be available for low-income residents. 
And the temporary loss of housing due to 
demolitions has forced many public housing 
residents to compete with higher income 
renters for space in San Francisco’s 
extremely tight rental market. 

In September 1997, a group of Valencia 


life of his fnend, Leonard Acorn Peters on 
Apnl 14,1995. The police ambush was set up 
on the crest of a hill on a dark dirt road, in 
anticipation of the encounter of a suspect in 
another shooting in this rural mountainous area 
about 200 miles north of the Bay Area. The 
trigger-happy cops, confident that they could 
act with impunity on a rural Indian reservation, 
met the pair walking up the road with a 
barrage of automatic weapon fire without, 
first identifying themselves as cops. From 
testimony recorded immediately after the 
incident, the surviving deputy, Dennis Miller, 
told a story that made it sound very likely that 
his partner was killed by his bullet, after he 
slipped and fell on the roadside, his weapon set 
on fully automatic. 

The trial garnered support in the 
northcoast progressive community, as well as 
interest in the Bay Area as images of Pine 
Ridge are brought into view, layered onto the 



Gardens tenants and organizers from the 
Eviction Defense Network (EDN) took part 
in door-to-door outreach, inviting residents 
to a meeting to discuss HOPE VI. During 
this outreach drive, members of the EDN 
were detained by private security and 
threatened with arrest. Tenants 
participating were told that if they 
continued their outreach efforts, they would 
face evictions or other disciplinary actions. 
The San Francisco Housing Authority 
(SFHA) has denied organizers access to 
Valencia Gardens' community room, forcing 
them to meet off-site, and ensuring that 
most Valencia Gardens tenants would not 
have the opportunity to openly discuss the 
implications of HOPE VI with one another. 

At a meeting held in October with the 
Mission Housing Developement Corporation 
(MHDC) staff, a group of Valencia Gardens 
tenants voiced their concerns about possible 
relocation and the lack of input from the 
majority of Valencia Gardens tenants. 
MHDC gave assurances that there would be 
no demolition, rather phased renovation, and 
that no one would be permanently removed 
from Valencia Gardens. But after many 



manslaughter trial is scheduled to begin March 
2 in Ukiah. There is a March for Justice in 
Ukiah on Sat. Feb 28th at noon at the 
Mendocino County Courthouse. Also watch for 
an event with Bear, Tony Serra and jurors 
speaking out in the Bay Area soon. 

Continue the support! 

For more info: Lincoln/Peters Defense 
Alliance at 707-468-1 


LJ 


sympathetic nods, and assurances that 
there was nothing to worry about, MHDC 
had still made no guarantees in writing. 
“They talk good but they evade the 
questions we’re really asking. They’re 
keeping us blind to it all till the last minute 
then they pop it on us,” said Nea Porter, a 
tenant at Valencia Gardens. “We want to 
see it in black and white: one for one 
replacement of existing units!" added 
Vernell Guthrie. 

With the construction of a security 
fence, continuing security guard abuse, and 
alleged retaliatory evictions, the climate is 
one of fear. “We’re just getting started on 
this. We’re trying to get tenants out to 
protest,” Bertha explained. Despite 
repression and intimidation, a small but 
growing group of tenant activists are 
struggling to overturn this new tide of 
urban renewal. 

For information about Valencia Gardens 
and other housing struggles, contact the 
Eviction Defense Network, 2940 16th St., 
Rm. 216, SF, CA 94110; (415) 431-0931; 
edn@iww.org. 


people. He helped patrol the streets to protect 
our people from the brutality of the Oakland 
Police Department, which continues to be a 
problem. 

Bobby Hutton was murdered by the Oakland 
Police Department (as shown in the movie 
Panther) on April 6,1968, in the famous shoot- 
in in West Oakland. April 6, 1998 will be 30 
years since his death. We want to honor his 
memory by officially changing the name of 
DeFremery Park to Bobby Hutton Park. 
People in Oakland have referred to the park as 
Bobby Hutton Park for many years. The Black 
Panther Party has held over 20 major events in 
the park since Bobby’s death, including free 
food give-aways, sickle cell anemia testing, 
and voter registration drives. 

The Bobby Hutton Park Committee is 
circulating a petition among residents of 
Oakland which will be presented to the 
Oakland City Council and the City Parks 
Department. We are asking for an official 
name change to honor the memory of Lil 
Bobby Hutton, whose life was taken at age 17 
for serving the People of Oakland. For 
information, call 510-534-6633. 
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Compost 


The USDA is considering establishing nation 
wide standards for organic produce. 
Unfortunately their current proposal falls far 
short of the guidelines put forth by the 
National Organic Standards Board. In fact it 
reads like lawyer candy for agribusiness and 
the chemical companies. For example it would 
allow genetically modified organisms, 
irradiated food and produce grown with 
(often toxic) sewage sludge to be sold as 
organic produce. It goes farther: it has 
loopholes for the use of strychnine, sodium 
nitrate, piperonyl butoxide and many other 
toxic synthetic substances. Also animals 
raised with up to 20% non-organic grain, 
antibiotics and indoor restricted movement 
could be labeled as organic under the proposed 
guidelines. 

The slap in the face of the philosophy of 
organic agriculture that this proposal 
represents could only come from the 
corporations that represent the antithesis to 
the small, local, environmentally sensitive 
practice of producing un-poisoned real food. 
It would further hurt small organic farms by 
demanding fees and certification costs that 
would have little affect on huge factory farms. 

At this time when buying organic produce is 
a tangible way to oppose corporate 
agribusiness’s polluting practices it is truly 
insidious to change the meaning of the term 
“organic”. The USDA is accepting comments 
from the public through March 15. They’ve 
certainly already heard from Monsanto Co. 
they need to hear from you! Write to: 

Eileen S. Stommes, Deputy Administrator 
USDA-AMS-TM-NOP 
Rm 4007 So. Ag Stop 0275 
PO 96456 
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Bonofide 

Communique from 
Commandante 
Tree-Beard of the 
Trees-with-Attitude, 
Brigade: 

In the name of ail 
trees: Stop the 
destruction of the 
forests now or more 
celebrities will Die! 
There are no skiing 
“accidents”! 
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Free Skool 


Semester 
Starts April 1 st 

The Spring 1998 Free Skool semester will 
be starting on April 1. The Free Skool is an all¬ 
volunteer collective focused on giving 
everyone the tools to teach and learn 
themselves. Free Skool classes are based on 
the methods of popular education. Classes 
cooperate to learn and have facilitators rather 
than teachers. The Free Skool offers a wide 
variety of classes from Spanish and Anarchist 
history to bike mechanics, Free Radio DJ-ing 
and gardening. Classes meet at various 
locations in North Oakland and South 
Berkeley. 

Catalogs will be available 
at the Long Haul, 3124 Shattuck Avenue 
in Berkeley and at local libraries in March. 

If you want more information, 
want to facilitate a class, or 
want to get on the mailing list, 
leave us a note at the Long Haul or 
call voice mail: 510-540-0751 ex. 2. 

Make sure to leave 
your name, address 
and phone number. 
Thanks for all your 
Jw interest and support! 


LOGGING IN C0L0RflD0j 

H COALITION DEFENDS A HOMELAND 


Ja^jjis^doradoJooks like a peaceful 
town that time and the outside world have 
forgotten; all seems content here. Chicano/a 
farmers and ranchers busy themselves with 
the livelihood which has sustained them for 
seven generations. Fields rich with beans, com 
and alfalfa stretch from the lowlands, to the 
east, straight to the heart of the mighty 
Culebra mountains, known locally as La Sierra. 
But beyond the beauty lies the struggle of the 
local community to maintain use rights and 
protection for the mountains which are part of 
their home. Here, in these majestic Sangre de 
Cristo mountains, a war is raging! 

The 77,500 acre Taylor Ranch dominates 
the Culebra range and is home to the largest 
logging operation in Colorado, perhaps the 
largest in the continental United States. 
Ranch owner and North Carolina resident, 
Zachary Taylor, has released documents 
indicating a potential 210 million board feet at 
a profit of over $73 million to be logged within 
the next few years. The logging is devastating 
the mountain ecosystem (a mix of conifer, 
ponderosa and pinion forests ranging from 
early successional communities to old growth) 
with uncontrolled road building and 
horrendously irresponsible forestry practices. 
Eroded hillsides crumble into the tributaries 
and end up in the valley water supply. “The 
acequias [traditional irrigation ditches] are 
like the arteries of this community. When they 
become full with sediment from the logging, 
like cholesterol in our human arteries, they will. 


latest slap in the face from the Taylor family 
to the locals of Mexican, indigenous, and 
Spanish descent who came to the valley before 
them. The mountain was used as commons land 
and relied on for hunting, fishing, wood 
gathering and spiritual retreat until the ranch 
was purchased by Jack Taylor in the 1960s. 
He fenced out the locals and brutally punished 
‘trespassers’. A court case challenging the 
Taylor's domination of the mountain is being 
pressed by the people of the Culebra 
watershed, the heirs of the mountain under the 
original land grant. The first step in the case, 
establishing that Taylor denied the locals due 
process of court when he took the rights away 
in the first place, was won last September. 

In the mean time, a unique coalition of 
environmentalists, locals, and Chicano activists 
have dedicated themselves to stopping the 
industrial logging of La Sierra. Grassroots 
organizing, outreach, political pressure, 
litigation, and nonviolent direct action are some 
of the methods they are utilizing. Civil 
disobedience at the gates of the ranch has 
resulted in dozens of arrests. Activists have 
laid their bodies on the line to physically stop 
the logging trucks’ passage, using methods 
ranging from strategically placed sit-ins, to 
lockdowns on gates and the hauling trucks 
themselves. 

Logging still continues though, and over 40 
loaded hauling trucks have been counted 
leaving the ranch in just one day. This 
unthinkable violation of human and 











by PB Floyd 
Berkeley Mayor Shirley Dean is pushing a 
plan to ban free-standing newspaper boxes 
throughout Berkeley and replace them with 
“fixed-pedestal multi-unit newsracks’’ provided 


On November 18, Mayor Dean proposed an 
ordinance which would ban competing 
newsracks from any block featuring a FiPMUN. 
“The Droliferation of newsracks in . . the City 


Ordinance No. 6326, which banned many 
types of newsracks in the downtown shopping 
area in 1996. That ordinance required existing 


The slap in the face of the philosophy of 
organic agriculture that this proposal 
represents could only come from the 
corporations that represent the antithesis to 
the small, local, environmentally sensitive 
practice of producing un-poisoned real food, 
it would further hurt small organic farms by 
demanding fees and certification costs that 
would have little affect on huge factory farms. 

At this time when buying organic produce is 
a tangible way to oppose corporate 
agribusiness’s polluting practices it is truly 
insidious to change the meaning of the term 
“organic”. The USDA is accepting comments 
from the public through March 15. They’ve 
certainly already heard from Monsanto Co.,'- 
they need to hear from you! Write to: 

Eileen S. Stommes, Deputy Administrator 
USDA-AMS-TM-NOP 
Rm 4007 So. Ag Stop 0275 
PO 96456 

Washington DC 20090 
For more info try the CCOF 
(http://www.ccof.org) or 
the Berkeley Ecology Center 
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cooperate to ieam <mu nave 
than teachers. The Free Skool offers a wide 
variety of classes from Spanish and Anarchist 
history to bike mechanics, Free Radio DJ-ing 
and gardening. Classes meet at various 
locations in North Oakland and South 
Berkeley. 

Catalogs will be available 
at the Long Haul, 3124 Shattuck Avenue 
in Berkeley and at local libraries in March. 

If you want more information, 
want to facilitate a class, or 
want to get on the mailing list, 
leave us a note at the Long Haul or 
call vojee mail: 510-540-0751 ex. 2. 

Make sure to leave 
your name, address 
and phone number. 

Thanks for all your 
interest and support! 


Organic Gardening 
with compost klass 
April 5,12,26 Sun. 1pm 
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Cristo mountains, a war is raging! 

The 77,500 acre Taylor Ranch dominates 
the Culebra range and is home to the largest 
logging operation in Colorado, perhaps the 
largest in the continental United States. 
Ranch owner and North Carolina resident, 
Zachary Taylor, has released documents 
indicating a potential 210 million board feet at 
a profit of over $73 million to be logged within 
the next few years. The logging is devastating 
the mountain ecosystem (a mix of conifer, 
ponderosa and pinion forests ranging from 
early successional communities to old growth) 
with uncontrolled road building and 
horrendously irresponsible forestry practices. 
Eroded hillsides crumble into the tributaries 
and end up in the valley water supply. “The 
acequias [traditional irrigation ditches] are 
like the arteries of this community. When they 
become full with sediment from the logging, 
like cholesterol in our human arteries, they will, 
cause a heart attack and kill this community,” 
expresses local rancher Joe Gallegos. 

As the forest canopy is diminished, species 
that rely on dense growth are killed or 
displaced and the snow on the forest floor 
melts faster. For the farmers this means a 
rush of water early in the season and crops 
that are left dry in the late months of summer 
when they need water the most. 

logging of La Sierra is just the 


estaDiisning mai layioi uemeu me meaio 
process of court when he took the rights away 
in the first place, was won last September. 

In the mean time, a unique coalition of 
environmentalists, locals, and Chicano activists 
have dedicated themselves to stopping the 
industrial logging of La Sierra. Grassroots 
organizing, outreach, political pressure, 
litigation, and nonviolent direct action are some 
of the methods they are utilizing. Civil 
disobedience at the gates of the ranch has 
resulted in dozens of arrests. Activists have 
laid their bodies on the line to physically stop 
the logging trucks’ passage, using methods 
ranging from strategically placed sit-ins, to 
lockdowns on gates and the hauling trucks 
themselves. 

Logging still continues though, and over 40 
loaded hauling trucks have been counted 
leaving the ranch in just one day. This 
unthinkable violation of human and 
environmental rights continues to take place 
right under our noses. For seven generations 
San Luis had been a model of sustainable 
agriculture and respectful land management. 
It is imperiled as long as the devastation 
continues. For more information on how you can 
get involved contact Ancient Forest Rescue at 
PO Box 762, San Luis, CO 81152; phone 
(719) 672-3012; or email: AFR@amigo.net 
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by 
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Berkeley Mayor Shirley Dean is pushing a 
plan to ban free-standing newspaper boxes 
throughout Berkeley and replace them with 
“fixed-pedestal multi-unit newsracks” provided 
to the city at no cost by a private company. 
The private company would charge “low’’ costs 
to newspaper publishers, and would also sell 
advertising on some of the newsracks. The 
plan, which is supposed to beautify Berkeley 
and attract shoppers used to suburban malls, 
will have the side effect of weeding out small 
(and often alternative) press outlets like 
Slingshot. 

On October 28, the Berkeley City Council 
adopted a resolution directing the City 
Manager to “negotiate and execute contracts 
for the installation of fixed-pedestal, multi-unit 
newsracks” (FiPMUN for short) for a six-month 
test period in one or more commercial areas. 
San Francisco has installed similar units in 
Union Square and now wants to expand the 
program city wide, drawing the ire of the San 
Francisco Guardian newspaper which owns 
over 1,000 news boxes that would be 
eliminated. (Slingshot owns 3 news boxes.) 


On November 18, Mayor Dean proposed an 
ordinance which would ban competing 
newsracks from any block featuring a FiPMUN. 
“The proliferation of newsracks in .. . the City 
has impaired the public health, safety, welfare 
and convenience of its citizens and visitors by 
unreasonably obstructing public streets, 
sidewalks and rights-of-way, and has created 
visual blight, particularly in certain congested 
commercial areas of Berkeley.” 

The ordinance was tabled until December 2 
when the Council decided, by a 6-1 vote, to 
wait until San Francisco made a decision on its 
FiPMUN law. Council member Chris 
Worthington, who is leading opposition to the 
FiPMUN law, expects the mayor to bring up 
the idea again soon. A number of small press 
outlets have written letters criticizing the plan. 

Although the proposed ordinance as written 
only applies for a six month test period in 
certain areas, Mayor Dean wants to extend the 
program to include the entire city of Berkeley. 
The proposed ordinance provides for 
“abatement", meaning government seizure and 
control, under the procedures included in 


Ordinance No. 6326, which banned many 
types of newsracks in the downtown shopping 
area in 1996. That ordinance required existing 
newsrack owners to get licenses for their 
boxes, forbid certain types of racks that have 4 
legs, and banned newspapers that do not 
publish at least every 30 days from owning 
newsracks downtown. (Including Slingshot 
and most poor or alternative papers.) It now 
appears that the City is increasing enforcement 
of Ordinance No. 6326: newsracks throughout 
downtown that do not comply have had their 
front windows covered with a large city sticker 
asking their owners to remove them. 

It is unknown how much the private 
company selected to erect the FiPMUN will 
charge papers for a space on the FiPMUN. 
Or, more importantly, how the company will 
decide which papers get space in the FiPMUN, 
which are unlikely to have enough spaces for 
all of the hundreds of tiny publications out 
there. But you can be sure that the local 
corporate papers will be able to afford a space 
in the FiPMUN and that they will get a space. 


displaced and the snow on the forest floor 
melts faster. For the farmers this means a 
rush of water early in the season and crops 
that are left dry in the late months of summer 
when they need water the most. 

Destructive logging of La Sierra is just the 


It is imperiled as long as the devastation 
continues. For more information on how you can 
get involved contact Ancient Forest Rescue at 
PO Box 762, San Luis, CO 81152; phone 
(719) 672-3012; or email; AFR@amigo.net 













May Day is International Workers' Day, a time of celebration and opposition throughout the world, except in the United St 
the eight hour day and the following 'Haymarket Affair/ a pivotal event in the history of the workers' and anarchist mover 
us in the streets as we reclaim public space and assert our humanity. Let's MAKE history! 
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HISTORIC RE-ENACTMENTS & COMME 
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*AY DAY STREET PROCESS!! 
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GET INVOLVED: 415-1)9-7801 

10 SCHEDULE OF MARCH WORKSHOPS: HOW TO PREPARE STREET THEATRE AND UNCO 
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.E / CELEBRATION / DIRECT ACTION / PROTEST / REFUSAL 
NATIONS / TIME AND LOCATION TBA 

415*119*7801 

>REPARE STREET THEATRE AND UNCOVER GRASSROOTS HISTORY. 
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by PB Floyd 
As the 
movement 


national micro-power radio 
continues to grow, national 
corporate interests are feeling threatened, and 
they are putting pressure on their private 
police, the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC), to “shut those pirates 
down!" In response to this corporate pressure, 
and in the wake of Free Radio Berkeley’s 
recent court victory against the FCC (see 
related article), the Commission has been 
stepping up military and legal maneuvers 
against community micro-powered radio 
stations across the country. But even as 
corporate radio moves to trample free speech, 
their own technical experts are confirming that 
there is room on the radio spectrum for a lot of 
new voices. 

On April 11 Free Radio Berkeley, 
broadcasting at 104.1 FM, will celebrate 5 
years on the air. The station has provided 24 
hour a day programming for over 3 years since 
U.S. District Court Judge Claudia Wilken 
refused to grant the FCC’s request for an 
injunction against Free Radio Berkeley on 
January 30,1995. Since that ruling, hundreds 
of micro-powered radio stations have gone on 
the air around the United States. Many of 
these stations have either requested 
permission to broadcast, citing the result in the 
Free Radio Berkeley case, or have brought up 
the FRB case when contacted by the FCC. 

All of this freedom on the airwaves has 
worried corporate radio stations, who have 
enjoyed a near monopoly on the right to 
broadcast for so long that they believe that 
they “own" the airwaves. Technically, 
according to the statutes that created the FCC, 


stations cover a local area—maybe 5-10 
miles—and this localism encourages 
community discussion and service. Since 
micro-radio is cheap, community stations can 
be advertising-free and adventuresome in 
content. Micro-broadcasters contend that due 
to technological advances there is much more 
space on the radio spectrum than previously 
believed, allowing for a flourishing of new 
voices over the airwaves. 

National Association of Broadcasters 

The National Association of Broadcasters 
(NAB), the industry association for corporate 
radio stations, represents thousands of 
corporate stations across the United States. 
When the FCC filed a motion for summary 
judgment against FRB in late 1995, the NAB 
filed an amicus curiae (friend of the Court) brief 
in support of the FCC. And during the National 
Association of Broadcasters 1997 conference 
in Las Vegas in April, 1997, the NAB hosted a 
panel on “pirate” radio. 

The NAB panel included Jack Goodman, 
Beverly Baker and Bill Ruck. Goodman, the 
vice President of the NAB Policy Council, “is 
responsible for developing and coordinating 
NAB regulatory and legislative policy 
objectives.” He signed the NAB amicus brief 
against FRB and is the “point man at the NAB 
on the issue of pirate radio stations.” Baker is 
the Chief of the Compliance and Information 
Bureau of the FCC. Ruck is the engineering 
manager for KFOG, a Bay Area station that 
broadcasts at 104.5 (near 104.1, the Free 
Radio Berkeley frequency.) Ruck has been 
paid to spy on Free Radio Berkeley and San 
Francisco Liberation Radio over the past few 


stations and own a larger share in local radio 
“markets". Since passage of the act, there has 
been a considerable consolidation of corporate 
ownership of radio stations across the United 
States, with many locally owned stations either 
bought up or forced off the air. 

The FCC acts as the “police” for the NAB 
and corporate interests. It is the FCC’s job to 
give a “legal" appearance to the ongoing 
monopolization of the airwaves by private 
corporations and increasingly out of touch, 
centralized “non-commercial” stations like NPR 
and Pacifica. 

Finally, local stations like KFOG act as the 
local enforcement and intelligence agents of 
both the NAB and the FCC. KFOG and a few 
other local corporate stations were the first 
entities to alert the FCC of Free Radio 
Berkeley and demand that the FCC take FRB 
off the air. In cities across the United States, 
large commercial stations who are NAB 
members have been lobbying the FCC to 
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eliminate the community “competition” that 
community radio represents. 

At the April, 1997 NAB panel on “pirate" 
radio, the NAB gave a clear message to the 
FCC representative on hand: you need to 
crack down harder on community use of the 
airwaves, and corporate radio is ready to help. 
According to KFOG’s Bill Ruck, “my final 
conclusion is that our faith in and the respect 
for the FCC has been eroding over this whole 
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FCC Calls for Industry Help 

FCC representative Beverly Baker asked the 
assembled corporate radio representatives for 
enforcement help. “You can help us by first of 
all letting us know about the pirates in your 
area ... let us know about them and the more 
you can tell us about them the easier it will be 
for us to deal with them." This is exactly what 
has been happening across the country. 

Micro-power radio stations should target 
corporate stations who offer aid and comfort to 
the FCC. In the Bay Area, an effort is already 
underway to contact businesses that advertise 
on KFOG and let them know that they are 
subsidizing attacks on freedom of speech and 
democracy. According to Baker, “Our 
objective is to get them all off the air, of course. 
Like any law enforcement agency, we have to 
prioritize the cases and we rely heavily on the 
legitimate broadcasters to let us know what the 
most troublesome cases are.” 

But in a telling comment, the FCC’s Baker 
admitted that community radio is a threat to 
corporate stations because corporate stations 
do not broadcast what the people want. “And 
finally, don’t make it easy for them, please play 
better music than they do so they can’t catch 
your listeners in the first place.” But, alas, a 
corporate radio station with no local comment 
and no ties to the community ultimately cannot 
compete with the excitement created by a truly 
community radio station. 

More Spectrum Space Available 

In all of the publicity surrounding micro- 
powered radio, the FCC and corporate radio 
stations have repeatedly argued that micro- 
powered radio causes interference with 
licensed stations or worse, interferes with radio 
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corporate radio moves to trample free speech, 
their own technical experts are confirming that 
there is room on the radio spectrum for a lot of 
new voices. 

On April 11 Free Radio Berkeley, 
broadcasting at 104.1 FM, will celebrate 5 
years on the air. The station has provided 24 
hour a day programming for over 3 years since 
U.S. District Court Judge Claudia Wilken 
refused to grant the FCC’s request for an 
injunction against Free Radio Berkeley on 
January 30,1995. Since that ruling, hundreds 
of micro-powered radio stations have gone on 
the air around the United States. Many of 
these stations have either requested 
permission to broadcast, citing the result in the 
Free Radio Berkeley case, or have brought up 
the FRB case when contacted by the FCC. 

All of this freedom on the airwaves has 
worried corporate radio stations, who have 
enjoyed a near monopoly on the right to 
broadcast for so long that they believe that 
they “own” the airwaves. Technically, 
according to the statutes that created the FCC, 
the airwaves belong to the American people. 

The micro-powered radio movement hopes 
to create community-based, local radio stations 
that respond to the needs of local listeners and 
broadcasters, rather than corporate boards 
and advertising empires. A micro-powered 
station costs around $1,000 to get on the air, 
instead of millions for a major station. Micro- 
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corporate stations across the United States. 
When the FCC filed a motion for summary 
judgment against FRB in late 1995, the NAB 
filed an amicus curiae (friend of the Court) brief 
in support of the FCC. And during the National 
Association of Broadcasters 1997 conference 
in Las Vegas in April, 1997, the NAB hosted a 
panel on “pirate” radio. 

The NAB panel included Jack Goodman, 
Beverly Baker and Bill Ruck. Goodman, the 
vice President of the NAB Policy Council, “is 
responsible for developing and coordinating 
NAB regulatory and legislative policy 
objectives.” He signed the NAB amicus brief 
against FRB and is the “point man at the NAB 
on the issue of pirate radio stations.” Baker is 
the Chief of the Compliance and Information 
Bureau of the FCC. Ruck is the engineering 
manager for KFOG, a Bay Area station that 
broadcasts at 104.5 (near 104.1, the Free 
Radio Berkeley frequency.) Ruck has been 
paid to spy on Free Radio Berkeley and San 
Francisco Liberation Radio over the past few 
years. 

The panel is a good representation of the 
alliance of forces opposing micro-powered, 
community radio. The NAB represents private 
broadcast interests in lobbing efforts before the 
government to make sure that the law 
preserves the power of big, corporate stations. 
For instance, the 1996 Telecommunications 
Act permitted corporations to buy more 


local enforcement and intelligence agents of 
both the NAB and the FCC. KFOG and a few 
other local corporate stations were the first 
entities to alert the FCC of Free Radio 
Berkeley and demand that the FCC take FRB 
off the air. In cities across the United States, 
large commercial stations who are NAB 
members have been lobbying the FCC to 
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eliminate the community “competition" that 
community radio represents. 

At the April, 1997 NAB panel on “pirate" 
radio, the NAB gave a clear message to the 
FCC representative on hand: you need to 
crack down harder on community use of the 
airwaves, and corporate radio is ready to help. 
According to KFOG’s Bill Ruck, “my final 
conclusion is that our faith in and the respect 
for the FCC has been eroding over this whole 
process [the Free Radio Berkeley litigation]." 
NAB representative Jack Goodman added: 
“we've been working very closely with the FCC 
to try to speed up and help their process along 
and we continue to have discussions with them 
about different ways in which that could be 
done but we are going to continue to work with 
them to try to nip this sudden spurt of pirate 
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subsidizing attacks on freedom of speech and 
democracy. According to Baker, “Our 
objective is to get them all off the air, of course. 
Like any law enforcement agency, we have to 
prioritize the cases and we rely heavily on the 
legitimate broadcasters to let us know what the 
most troublesome cases are.” 

But in a telling comment, the FCC’s Baker 
admitted that community radio is a threat to 
corporate stations because corporate stations 
do not broadcast what the people want. “And 
finally, don't make it easy for them, please play 
better music than they do so they can't catch 
your listeners in the first place.” But, alas, a 
corporate radio station with no local comment 
and no ties to the community ultimately cannot 
compete with the excitement created by a truly 
community radio station. 

More Spectrum Space Available 

In all of the publicity surrounding micro- 
powered radio, the FCC and corporate radio 
stations have repeatedly argued that micro- 
powered radio causes interference with 
licensed stations or worse, interferes with radio 
used by emergency vehicles and aircraft. The 
FCC and the NAB have also argued that the 
radio spectrum is already “full” and that no new 
stations can be added without interfering with 
existing stations. 

KFOG’s Ruck discussed his surveillance of 
Free Radio Berkeley and tests he conducted 
on the interference it causes to his own 
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Since the NAB conference and Free Radio 
Berkeley’s Court victory in November the FCC 
has massively stepped up “enforcement” 
operations against micro-powered radio 
stations nationwide. The most infamous bust 
came on November 19, only a week after the 
ruling in the FRB case, when a heavily armed 
multi-jurisdictional strike force broke down 


mirrn -mwprerl broadcaster Doua Brewer’s 


license. Since the raids, there has been an 
outpouring of community support for the 
closed community stations. 

Other raids and visits by the FCC have come 
across the United States: in late November, 
FCC agents and Philadelphia police tried to 
visit Radio Mutiny, which broadcasts in West 
Philadelphia at 91.3 FM. The police didn’t have 
a warrant so the DJ didn’t let them in, and the 
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existing stations. 

KFOG’s Ruck discussed his surveillance of 
Free Radio Berkeley and tests he conducted 
on the interference it causes to his own 
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Since the NAB conference and Free Radio 
Berkeley’s Court victory in November the FCC 
has massively stepped up “enforcement” 
operations against micro-powered radio 
stations nationwide. The most infamous bust 
came on November 19, only a week after the 
ruling in the FRB case, when a heavily armed 
multi-jurisdictional strike force broke down 
micro-powered broadcaster Doug Brewer’s 
front door and held him and his wife at 
gunpoint for 12 hours while they ransacked his 
house, taking his micro-powered radio 
transmitter, a lot of legal (licensed) radio 
equipment, and unrelated personal effects. 

The FCC even took a picture of Jesus that 
Doug had on his wall. 

Doug had run the Tampa Party Pirate at 
102.1 FM out of his house in Temple Terrace, 
Florida for several years. A group of 25 
volunteer DJs put on diverse and community 
based programming and the station was locally 
popular. Except with corporate radio, that is. 
WHPT 102.5 FM, owned by the corporate 
radio chain Clear Channel Communications, 
complained to the FCC that its listeners were 
“confused” by the Party Pirate and urged the 
FCC to crack down. 

The November 19 raids simultaneously 
targeted three community radio stations: the 
Party Pirate in Tampa Temple Terrace, Lutz 
Community Radio in Lutz, Florida and 89X in 
Seminole Heights. Arthur Kobres of Lutz 
Community Radio was arrested on federal 
felony charges of broadcasting without a 


license. Since the raids, there has been an 
outpouring of community support for the 
closed community stations. 

Other raids and visits by the FCC have come 
across the United States: in late November, 
FCC agents and Philadelphia police tried to 
visit Radio Mutiny, which broadcasts in West 
Philadelphia at 91.3 FM. The police didn’t have 
a warrant so the DJ didn’t let them in, and the 
FCC went away, promising to return. 
Although Radio Mutiny was off the air for a 
short period, they are back on the air and the 
FCC has not yet been back. 

Radio Free Allston in Boston, MA at 106.1 
received a similar visit from the FCC and 
voluntarily shut down in November. In late 
October, the FCC visited WDOA 89.3 FM in 
Worcester, MA. WDOA voluntarily shut down 
after the visit. And on September 4, Federal 
marshals and FCC engineers seized the 
transmitter for 104.7 FM in Howell Township, 
New Jersey after corporate radio chain New 
Jersey Broadcasting, Inc. complained to the 
FCC. 104.7 was located in the local fire 
station. Stations in Minneapolis, Lawrence, 
Kansas and Memphis, Tennessee have also 
received FCC visits and/or have been shut 
down over the past several months. 

According to the FCC’s Beverly Baker, 
“we're currently aware of well over a hundred 
pirate operations on the air. ... We are very 
actively proceeding against about fourteen 
hard-core cases that have not heeded our 
warning letters and have not gone off the air.” 


^The FCC even took a picture of Jesus \i 
?that Doug had on his wall...” jfj 



•k-k'k'k'k-k-k'k-k'k'kir'kitir 

<3<><x>cx>c>(>cx>(x><>>>x>a 











Spring 1998 • Berkeley, California • Slingshot • Page 13 


Free Radio Berkeley Legal Update 


Liberating the Airwaves 


Strategies 


by Stephen Duniter 

1998 is beginning to look very promising for 
the further liberation of the radio airwaves 
despite the efforts of the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) and the 
corporate National Association of Broadcasters 
(NAB ). Our strength rests in the court of 
public opinion. 

Upcoming Events 

On April 3, Radio Mutiny will sponsor an 
East Coast Micropower Broadcasting 
Gathering in Philadelphia. Directly following 
that, a West Coast Gathering is planned for 
Las Vegas on April 6th, 7th & 8th to coincide 
with the National Association of Broadcasters 
(NAB) in Las Vegas. Workshops are planned 
along with a transmitter clinic for the repair and 


& Events 

tuning of transmitters and actions confronting 
the NAB are expected. A micropower station 
will be put on the air for the duration of the 
gathering and handed over to the community 
at the end of the gathering. Vehicle caravans 
will be departing from both the SF Bay Area 
and Los Angeles on Sunday, April 5th. 

Let ten thousand transmitters bloom I 
Free Radio Berkeley 
frbspd@crf.com www.freeradio.org 
(510) 464-3041 

The book, Seizing the Airwaves, by Stephen 
Duniler and Ron Sakolsky is out. Call AK 
Press (888-4AK-PRES) or FRB (510) 464- 
3041 for copies. A two hour how-to video on 
building your own transmitter is also available 
from FRB for $15. 
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National micro-power radio test case wins round in Court 


by PB Floyd 

Free Radio Berkeley 104.1 FM in Berkeley 
(FRB) won a round in its court battle with the 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
on November 12 when U.S. District Court 
.Judne Claudia Wilken ruled in FRB’s favor on 


permitted any constitutional defense against an 
injunction. 

Lawyers for Free Radio Berkeley answered 
the FCC shortly after. The brief argues 
convincinalv that FRB’s constitutional defense 
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night, Disney was to take over. The loving 
fans of KDIA painted signs and posters, and 
taped them to the brick fagade of the KDIA 
building. They said such things as “What 



















































































































































































































Free Radio Berkeley Legal Update 

National micro-power radio test case wins round in Court 


by PB Floyd 

Free Radio Berkeley 104.1 FM in Berkeley 
(FRB) won a round in its court battle with the 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
on November 12 when U.S. District Court 
Judge Claudia Wilken ruled in FRB’s favor on 
the FCC’s motion for summary judgment.. The 
Judge denied the FCC’s motion, which sought 
to stop FRB from further broadcasts, and 
ordered both the government and the radio 
revolutionaries to submit further briefs. The 
Court’s order denied the motion “without 
prejudice,” meaning that the Court may still 
grant the summary judgment motion based on 
the further briefing. 

The November 12 ruling soundly rejected 
the FCC’s main contention: that the District 
Court did not have jurisdiction to hear a 
constitutional challenge to the FCC 
regulations. (District Courts are entitled to 
hear constitutional challenges to statutes 
passed by Congress. Regulations are 
promulgated by Administrative Agencies such 
as the FCC which are created by acts of 
Congress.) 

The Court ordered both parties to address 
the question of whether the unconstitutionality 
of the FCC’s regulations would be a defense 
against the injunction the FCC sought against 
FRB. The Court reasoned that if the 
allegedunconstitutionality of the FCC 
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permitted any constitutional defense against an 
injunction. 

Lawyers for Free Radio Berkeley answered 
the FCC shortly after. The brief argues 
convincingly that FRB’s constitutional defense 
is ripe despite the fact that FRB has not 
applied for a license to broadcast. 

Further, FRB points out that although it has 
not applied for a license, the FCC has already 
had an opportunity to review all of the issues 
that would be raised by a license application 
because the FCC previously ruled on FRB’s 
Application for Review of the FCC’s Notice of 
Apparent Liability (NAL). The FCC sent the 
NAL to FRB founder Stephen Dunifer to notify 
him that he would be fined $20,000 for running 
FRB. Dunifer and FRB appealed the NAL to 
the FCC, which denied the appeal on August 
2, 1995 noting that “we find no reason to 
undertake a reexamination of the issue (of 
micro-powered broadcasting) at this time.” 
The FRB brief argues that a license application 
given these facts is futile. The FCC has also 
cited its decision on the FRB NAL as 
justification for denying licenses to other micro- 
powered stations that have applied for 
licenses. 

In answer to the Court’s central question, 
the FRB brief argues that “any prosecution 
based on an unconstitutional statute is invalid,” 
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(NAB) in Las Vegas. Workshops are planned 
along with a transmitter clinic for the repair and 


building your own transmitter is also available 
from FRB for $15. 
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KDIA, last 
community 
station in 


Oakland, closed 
by Disney 



by Ms. Tudi Goodfruit 

The night was cold, dark and damp as 
twelve concerned people stood in front of what 
was Oakland's very last true community radio 
station. They were made up of six dedicated 
fans of the AM station KDIA, which served the 
predominantly African-American surrounding 
community. Six activists/programmers from 
Free Radio Berkeley, another community 
station in the Bay Area, also came to lend their 
support. The group was there that evening to 
protest Disney's buyout of the long-standing 
pillar in the community, perhaps the entire Bay 
Area's last hope for responsive and active 
community radio. 

KDIA had been broadcasting for over 40 
years, and was Oakland and surrounding 
areas' only source for bad-ass funk and soul 
from the past and for the future. It was not 
unusual to hear three generations of listeners 
calling up KDIA live on the air. They broadcast 
sermons and sweet gospel music from the 
local churches every Sunday morning. They 
let people know where they could go get food if 
they were hungry and had no money. Most of 


night, Disney was to take over. The loving 
fans of KDIA painted signs and posters, and 
taped them to the brick fagade of the KDIA 
building. They said such things as "What 
about us, Disney?" and "Don't drown out our 
community!" News media filed by, asking 
inane questions and staring at us with blank 
and undeserving eyes. They turned up their 
noses as they held their little microphones, and 
shone bright lights in our eyes. We sat and 
waited, our toes freezing. We ate nachos and 
peanuts together, and fiddled with our 
transmitter. We danced on the sidewalk. We 
waved to cars, and they honked back. We 
hated Disney, and I bet they hated us. We 
waited for them to show up at midnight to 
ravage what was left of the airwaves. 

But they never showed up. We found out 
later that they took over via remote 
broadcasting from their station in Dallas, 
Texas. Many miles away. Not even one grey- 
suited executive arrived. 

The best thing about KDIA was that 
although they were a commercial station, they 
didn't let it get to their soul. They would 
advertise local restaurants and beauty salons, 
with occasional ads for large corporations, but 
it was always relegated to the commercial 
section. It didn't interfere with the 
proqramminq, or with the D.J.'s particular 















































































































ordered both the government and the radio 
revolutionaries to submit further briefs. The 
Court’s order denied the motion “without 
prejudice,” meaning that the Court may still 
grant the summary judgment motion based on 
the further briefing. 

The November 12 ruling soundly rejected 
the FCC’s main contention: that the District 
Court did not have jurisdiction to hear a 
constitutional challenge to the FCC 
regulations. (District Courts are entitled to 
hear constitutional challenges to statutes 
passed by Congress. Regulations are 
promulgated by Administrative Agencies such 
as the FCC which are created by acts of 
Congress.) 

The Court ordered both parties to address 
the question of whether the unconstitutionality 
of the FCC’s regulations would be a defense 
against the injunction the FCC sought against 
FRB. The Court reasoned that if the 
allegedunconstitutionality of the FCC 
regulations was not a defense, it would not 
gointo an inquiry about whether or not the 
regulations are constitutional. So far, the Court 
has not discussed whether or not the 
regulations are in fact constitutional and the 
FCC has done everything possible to stay far 
away from this question. 

On December 12, the FCC filed its 
Supplemental Brief Pursuant to Court Order. 
Rather than responding to the Court’s 
question, the FCC argued a new variation on 
its “the Court lacks jurisdiction” theory. This 
time the FCC claims that because FRB has not 
applied for a license, FRB’s constitutional 
challenge to the regulations is not “ripe.” The 
FCC apparently didn’t notice the irony inherent 
in their claim; the FCC has stated that it will not 
grant a license to FRB because it is less than 
100 watts. The FCC also claims that FRB 
lacks “standing" to defend the suit. The legal 
definition of standing, however, only applies to 
a plainiff who is filing a suit (in this case, the 
FCC), not a defendent who is hauled into court 
and is forced to defend itself (FRB). 

In essence, the FCC argues that it should 
win its injunction for the sole reason that (1) 
the defendant is broadcasting and (2) the 
defendant does not have a license. The FCC 
argues that a defendant should not be 


not applied for a license, the FCC has already 
had an opportunity to review all of the issues 
that would be raised by a license application 
because the FCC previously ruled on FRB’s 
Application for Review of the FCC’s Notice of 
Apparent Liability (NAL). The FCC sent the 
NAL to FRB founder Stephen Dunifer to notify 
him that he would be fined $20,000 for running 
FRB. Dunifer and FRB appealed the NAL to 
the FCC, which denied the appeal on August 
2, 1995 noting that “we find no reason to 
undertake a reexamination of the issue (of 
micro-powered broadcasting) at this time.” 
The FRB brief argues that a license application 
given these facts is futile. The FCC has also 
cited its decision on the FRB NAL as 
justification for denying licenses to other micro- 
powered stations that have applied for 
licenses. 

In answer to the Court’s central question, 
the FRB brief argues that “any prosecution 
based on an unconstitutional statute is invalid,” 
an argument with many legal precedents. 

In the FCC’s response to FRB’s response, 
the FCC disputes FRB’s reasoning, then 
repeats the ripeness argument and urges that 
FRB cannot argue that a license application 
would be futile just because the FCC has 
stated it will not grant a micro-powered license. 
The FCC argues that FRB should apply for a 
license, be denied, and then appeal in a 
different court. 

The point sums up the FCC argument: FRB 
should have to jump through expensive hoops 
before other bodies far away, while off the air. 
The FCC knows that only rich corporations can 
afford these hoops, and the FCC sees its job 
as ensuring that only the rich can have access 
to the airwaves. 

In a sign of the government’s exasperation 
over their inability to close Free Radio Berkeley 
after three long years of legal war, the FCC 
closes its brief by writing: “Plaintiff respectfully 
requests an expeditious ruling, given that this 
injunction action has been pending for over 
three years.” 

Stay tuned to 104.1 FM in Berkeley, or your 
local Free Radio station in most major cities in 
the United States, to find out how the Court will 
rule on the current set of briefs, sure to be out 
anytime. 


twelve concerned people stood in rroni or wnat 
was Oakland's very last true community radio 
station. They were made up of six dedicated 
fans of the AM station KDIA, which served the 
predominantly African-American surrounding 
community. Six activists/programmers from 
Free Radio Berkeley, another community 
station in the Bay Area, also came to lend their 
support. The group was there that evening to 
protest Disney's buyout of the long-standing 
pillar in the community, perhaps the entire Bay 
Area's last hope for responsive and active 
community radio. 

KDIA had been broadcasting for over 40 
years, and was Oakland and surrounding 
areas' only source for bad-ass funk and soul 
from the past and for the future. It was not 
unusual to hear three generations of listeners 
calling up KDIA live on the air. They broadcast 
sermons and sweet gospel music from the 
local churches every Sunday morning. They 
let people know where they could go get food if 
they were hungry and had no money. Most of 
all, KDIA had true and meaningful contact with 
the community, and the community loved them 
back. No other radio station in this day and 
age could boast of the same accomplishments 
as KDIA. 

Disney, however, would not leave well 
enough alone. Disney bought out the radio 
station last December, and promptly began 
broadcasting their own definition of “children's 
programming," while the FCC, which is 
charged with distributing the public airwaves in 
the interests of the public, quietly looked to one 
side. The move by Disney unfortunately is not 
new. This media monster has bought out AM 
and FM radio stations all over California and 
the nation in the past 18 months they have 
consumed no less than 15 stations. 

So the six activists and the six listeners set 
up a 20 watt transmitter on the dark, cold, and 
damp night in front of the KDIA studios as the 
D.J.s filed in and out, barely glancing at the 
obstruction on the sidewalk. Trains roared by, 
passenger and cargo, their bells honking and 
their rails gleaming, momentarily drowning out 
our voices. A small portable radio was set at 
the foot of a tree, set loyally to KDIA, and we 
listened to Funkadelic and Al Green as we 
waited for the countdown. At midnight that 


and undeserving eyes, i ney rurnea up »ie» 
noses as they held their little microphones, and 
shone bright lights in our eyes. We sat and 
waited, our toes freezing. We ate nachos and 
peanuts together, and fiddled with our 
transmitter. We danced on the sidewalk. We 
waved to cars, and they honked back. We 
hated Disney, and I bet they hated us. We 
waited for them to show up at midnight to 
ravage what was left of the airwaves. 

But they never showed up. We found out 
later that they took over via remote 
broadcasting from their station in Dallas, 
Texas. Many miles away. Not even one grey- 
suited executive arrived. 

The best thing about KDIA was that 
although they were a commercial station, they 
didn't let it get to their soul. They would 
advertise local restaurants and beauty salons, 
with occasional ads for large corporations, but 
it was always relegated to the commercial 
section. It didn't interfere with the 
programming, or with the D.J.'s particular 
style,or with the order of the records. It was as 
benign as commercials could get. KDIA had a 
flavor and style all its own. You could listen to 
it sitting on a couch on a porch in the rain, in 
the dark, staring at the trees, and it would 
make you feel like someone was out there too. 
It wasn't cold and sterile like some dentist tool, 
like commercial top-40 stations are, with their 
electronic voices and rock hearts. It was like 
old socks, a comfortable and knowing radio 
station, one that knew its listeners, and its 
listeners knew it. It was just like Disney to take 
an icepick and stab it, sucking the life and 
blood from it, broadcasting from their remote 
location in Dallas. 

Before they stopped broadcasting, KDIA ran 
some commercials from another AM station, 
KLBX. These ads implored all KDIA listeners 
to come on over to KLBX for the same stuff 
KDIA was offering. What they didn't tell you is 
that KLBX is owned by Disney. It felt like an 
icepick in my back. I wanted to fight back, to 
tear Disney up by showing its falseness. And 
the only way is to shower micropower 
transmitters down on the people. Give them 
antennas. Give them microphones. Give them 
a voice, and let their collective cry drown out 
the high-pitched whine of Disney and its ilk. 
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PRISONERS’ 

DNA 

DEMANDED 


In August 1997, inmates all across the 
country have been marched one by one to the 
infirmary to have a vial of blood drawn from 
their vein. Why? When female inmates at 
Cambridge Springs prison in Pennsylvania 
questioned the head of records, Domenic 
White, about the reasons they had to give 
blood, inmates were told that it was required 
by law for DNA samples for testing. 

This new DNA law went into effect on 
October 26, 1996 and requires that all 
inmates with sex or violence offenses have I 
blood drawn from them. The blood is 
collected, tagged, stored, and entered into a 
DNA database laboratory to be held and used 
by scientists to provide information to 
investigate violent crimes and to identify I 
remains of missing persons and victims of mass I 
disasters. The samples are kept for no less I 
than 50 years. Prisoners refusing to give I 
blood samples were threatened with solitary! 
confinement. 

We should never forget all the black menl 
that were deliberately given syphilis fori 
scientific experiments, the servicemen who! 
were given LSD, and the Nazi doctors whol 
legally experimented on millions of Jews! 
Inmates don’t trust prison officials or the new! 
law. To the government, prisoners are! 
expendable, prison is a monetary industry and! 
they’ll do anything to make money including! 



MASSACHUSETTS 
PRISONERS’ ASSOCIATION 
FORMING 



DONNA Me 


_ _ A._ L _ 


Massachusetts is one of the few states left 
where prisoners maintain their rights as 
citizens and can vote (Maine and Vermont are 
the only others). They have organized and are 
forming a Political Action Committee. 

MA Prisoners Association, a newly 
registered PAC working on behalf of the more 
than 20,000 prisoners currently confined within 
the MA Prisons and Houses of Correction and 
their family members, addresses the concerns 
of prisoners in the political arena. They are 
providing education material to members, 
informing them of the voting records of 
incumbent elected officials with respect to their 
stand on prisoner issues, and public safety 
concerns. 

MA prisons have about 11,000 prisoners, 
and with their families, they could potentially 
provide a significant political force, if organized 
well. They are currently working to increase 
I voter registration among their members and 
supporters. 

“It is our intentions to support for political 
office any and all candidates no matter their 
political party affiliation, provided that they 
have either proven through their past 
performance that they have at least listened to 
the concerns of prisoners and their family 
members, or have shown a willingness to listen 
to both sides of an issue,” a spokesperson 
wrote. 

Of course this is not going unchallenged. 
The response has been unremittingly hostile, 
an array of politicians, victim’s rights groups, 
and others have jumped on the bandwagon 
slamming the PAC. Acting Governor Paul 


challenge their views on this issue, and whatl 
politician would want to be known as receiving) 
support from this PAC? 

"They do not want us to have a voice in the) 
political process, at least not a voice that) 
carries. Their worst fear is to have prisoners) 
having influence in politics" Gary Mosso, a 
prisoner at MCI Norfolk, MA said. The| 
involvement of prisoners in the political system | 
should be seen as positive. They are choosing | 
to challenge the system in non-violent and) 
productive ways. 

In this day and age, prisoners having any) 
organized voice is encouraging, though it) 
remains to be seen how much voting will 
matter. 

They may be reached at MA Prisoners' 
Association, P.O. Box 195, Fitchburg, MA 


1 
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voting rights from prisoners altogether. Only 101 
days after the announcement of the PAC, [ 
Cellucci filed an executive order reiterating) 
state law which bars political fundraising in) 
public buildings, and instructs the DOC tol 
vigorously enforce the law, and impose! 
punishments including isolation and strong! 
restrictions. Current law does not allow an! 
executive order to actually outlaw the formation! 
of PACs by prisoners. 

What makes the PAC so threatening? Is itl 
simply that prisoners continue to be thel 
convenient whipping boys of those who want tol 
show a frightened populace that, yes, they are| 
“tough on crime?" The cynical view is that this| 
is seen by many politicians as a "no lose" 
proposition. Who is out there who willl 


: 


CRACK 

DOWN 


PRISON LIMITS 
STAMP 
ACCESS 




In June of 1997 the maximum security 
prison in Massachusetts - MCl-Cedar Junction 
(Walpole) issued a memo to all inmates at that 
facility from Superintendent Ronald Duval. 
"You will no longer be allowed to receive 
postage stamps through the mail. All stamps 
must be purchased at the institution canteen." 

Denying prisoners the right to receive 
stamps in the mail is simply outrageous. It is 
difficult to imagine any tortuous course of logic 
by which this new rule can be said to address 
security concerns. On the other hand, it will 
certainly restrict many prisoners' abilities to 
communicate with the outside world, including 
I on legal matters. 

Though family members and others may still 
j send in money orders to cover stamp 
| purchases, this is considerably more difficult 
I than sendina a couple of stamos - themhv 
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PRISONERS’ 

DNA 

DEMANDED 


In August 1997, inmates all across the 
country have been marched one by one to the 
infirmary to have a vial of blood drawn from 
their vein. Why? When female inmates at 
Cambridge Springs prison in Pennsylvania 
questioned the head of records, Domenic 
White, about the reasons they had to give 
blood, inmates were told that it was required 
by law for DNA samples for testing. 

This new DNA law went into effect on 
October 26, 1996 and requires that all 
inmates with sex or violence offenses have I 
blood drawn from them. The blood is 
collected, tagged, stored, and entered into a 
DNA database laboratory to be held and used 
by scientists to provide information to 
investigate violent crimes and to identify 
remains of missing persons and victims of mass I 
disasters. The samples are kept for no less! 
than 50 years. Prisoners refusing to give I 
blood samples were threatened with solitary] 
confinement. 

We should never forget all the black menl 
that were deliberately given syphilis fori 
scientific experiments, the servicemen who! 
were given LSD, and the Nazi doctors who! 
legally experimented on millions of Jews! 
Inmates don’t trust prison officials or the new! 
law. To the government, prisoners arel 
expendable, prison is a monetary industry andl 
they’ll do anything to make money including! 
misusing and abusing inmates for| 
governmental experimentation. 



MASSACHUSETTS 
PRISONERS’ ASSOCIATION 
FORMING 



DONNA Me 


Massachusetts is one of the few states left 
where prisoners maintain their rights as 
citizens and can vote (Maine and Vermont are 
the only others). They have organized and are 
forming a Political Action Committee. 

MA Prisoners Association, a newly 
registered PAC working on behalf of the more 
than 20,000 prisoners currently confined within 
the MA Prisons and Houses of Correction and 
their family members, addresses the concerns 
of prisoners in the political arena. They are 
providing education material to members, 
informing them of the voting records of 
incumbent elected officials with respect to their 
stand on prisoner issues, and public safety 
concerns. 

MA prisons have about 11,000 prisoners, 
and with their families, they could potentially 
provide a significant political force, if organized 
well. They are currently working to increase 
voter registration among their members and 
supporters. 

"It is our intentions to support for political 
office any and all candidates no matter their 
political party affiliation, provided that they 
have either proven through their past 
performance that they have at least listened to 
the concerns of prisoners and their family 
members, or have shown a willingness to listen 
to both sides of an issue,” a spokesperson 
wrote. 

Of course this is not going unchallenged. 
The response has been unremittingly hostile, 
an array of politicians, victim’s rights groups; 
and others have jumped on the bandwagon 
slamming the PAC. Acting Governor Paul 
Cellucci promised he would file an amendment 
to the state constitution which would yank the 







voting rights from prisoners altogether. Only 101 
days after the announcement of the PAC, 
Cellucci filed an executive order reiterating] 
state law which bars political fundraising ini 
public buildings, and instructs the DOC to] 
vigorously enforce the law, and imposel 
punishments including isolation and strong! 
restrictions. Current law does not allow anl 
executive order to actually outlaw the formation! 
of PACs by prisoners. 

What makes the PAC so threatening? Is it| 
simply that prisoners continue to be the! 
convenient whipping boys of those who want tol 
show a frightened populace that, yes, they are| 
‘tough on crime?" The cynical view is that thisj 
is seen by many politicians as a "no lose’j 
proposition. Who is out there who will| 


challenge their views on this issue, and what] 
politician would want to be known as receiving] 
support from this PAC? 

"They do not want us to have a voice in the] 
political process, at least not a voice that| 
carries. Their worst fear is to have prisoners] 
having influence in politics" Gary Mosso, a I 
prisoner at MCI Norfolk, MA said. The 
involvement of prisoners in the political system | 
should be seen as positive. They are choosing] 
to challenge the system in non-violent and] 
productive ways. 

In this day and age, prisoners having any] 
organized voice is encouraging, though it] 
remains to be seen how much voting will | 
matter. 

They may be reached at MA Prisoners' 
Association, P.O. Box 195, Fitchburg, MA I 
01420. 



PRISON LIMITS 
STAMP 
ACCESS 


Who knows what they’re really doing with' 




In June of 1997 the maximum security 
prison in Massachusetts - MCl-Cedar Junction 
(Walpole) issued a memo to all inmates at that 
facility from Superintendent Ronald Duval. 
"You will no longer be allowed to receive 
[ postage stamps through the mail. All stamps 
must be purchased at the institution canteen." 

Denying prisoners the right to receive 
I stamps in the mail is simply outrageous. It is 
difficult to imagine any tortuous course of logic 
by which this new rule can be said to address 
security concerns. On the other hand, it will 
certainly restrict many prisoners' abilities to 
communicate with the outside world, including 
I on legal matters. 

Though family members and others may still 
| send in money orders to cover stamp 
purchases, this is considerably more difficult 
than sending a couple of stamps - thereby 
making it happen less often. Especially in a 
| facility like Walpole,, in which much of the 
[population is locked down and unable to earn 
money, this Dolicv seems only to be aimed at 










Who knows what they’re really doing with 
inmates’ DNA. 

The MOVE ORGANIZATION 
PO Box 19709 
Philadelphia PA 19143 
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fiPTER *(* y&AftS ATT/KA Pfc/SO/OEftS 
STILL S T&VGGLIfiJQ EORs JUSTICE 


In June 1997, a federal court awarded 
former Attica prisoner Frank Smith (also known 
as Big Black) $4 million in damages because 
of the torture he suffered at the hands of 
guards in reprisals following the Attica prison 
rebellion in 1971. Smith's was the first damage 
awarded in the long-running civil suit filed by 
1,281 prisoners in 1974. According to a New 
York Times report on the case, Smith, who 
emerged as a leader during the rebellion, was 
among other things "forced to walk over broken 
glass, beaten with batons, locked in his cell for 
four days, burned with cigarettes, made to lie 
on a picnic table for hours with a football under 
his chin, and threatened with castration and 
death." Released from prison in 1973, Black 
has since worked for his attorney, Elizabeth 
Fink, as a paralegal. 

This decision is being appealed by the guilty 
defendants, the State of New Yoik. Meanwhile, . 
the Prison Activist Resource Center reports 
that "the Attica Brothers and their defense 
team have no operating budget. Funding, 


which has been sparse, has now run out. This 
is nothing new. The exhausting legal campaign 
has been going on for 26 years. Supporters of 
Big Black see this as a continuation of the 
state's effort to keep people poor and therefore 
unable to defend themselves adequately." 

Akil Al-Jundi, lead plaintiff in the Attica 
Brothers suit, died on August 19,1997 at age 
56 from complications associated with 
diabetes. During the rebellion, Al-Jundi was 
part of the Muslim contingent that supervised 
the guards taken hostage. Following his 
release from prison, Al-Jundi worked as an 
advocate for the Legal Aid Society in New York 
City, arguing for alternative sanctions such as 
drug and mental health rehabilitation 
programs. According to his obituary, "as even 
some judges came to appreciate, an encounter 
with Al-Jundi was sometimes all the 
rehabilitation a young criminal might need." 
Akil also served as a prominent voice in prison 
activism, speaking at events around the 
country. 



By the Prison 
System 


Christopher Lee Plummer is an anti-racist 
activist doing hard time in the Texas prison 
system. He worked with an underground 
group called the United Anarchist Front. In 
1993, Chris was convicted for stealing and 
destroying Nazi hate literature from inside a 
Nazi skinhead gang's house. He refused to give 
information which would have implicated the 
other members of his organization. As an 
outspoken prisoner, he has come under fire 
from both prison administrators and nazi 
prison gangs. Even so, he has continued to 
organize for justice with Cell One, a 
revolutionary prisoner’s group. 

Chris has been threatened and attacked by 
both guards and nazi prison gangs, even after 
winning a transfer to a new prison. He is now 
being charged with conspiracy to smuggle 
guns into the prison in retaliation for his 
continuing struggle for justice. Chris’ mail, 
both incoming and outgoing, is being censored 
because of supposed “gang" affiliations: 

It is vital that we show the Texas prison 
system that we are watching them and care 
about Chris. Please write or call: 

Wayne Scott, Director T.D.C.J. 

PO Box 99 

Huntsville, TX 77324 
(409) 295-6371 

Ask that the excessive searches and 
harassment be stopped, that Chris’ seized 
property be returned and that the gun 
charges be dropped. 

For more info on Chris Plummer’s case, 
contact: 

Chris Plummer Support Group 
271 E. 10th St. #47 
NYC, NY 10009 
(212) 505-8014 


[population is locked down and unable to earn 
money, this policy seems only to be aimed at 
further cutting off prisoners from the outside 
world. 

The prison administration needs to hear 
from you on this issue. Please write or call: 
Ronald Duval, Superintendent, MCl-Cedar 
Junction, Box 100, South Walpole, MA 02071. 
617-727-1686. 

Article courtesy of Prison Connections 
Magazine, Western MA Prison Issues Group, 
P.O. Box 9606, North Amherst, MA 01059- 
9606. wmpig@persephone.hampshire.edu 



NORTH COAST XPRESS 


The Best Kept Secret of the Radical Left 

F OLLOW ANY THREAD in the prison 
issues we cover and it will lead to the 
social-political-economic reality of this 
country. Or, conversely, look at our coverage 
of racism, the war on d rugs, war against crime, 
war against the poor, war against children, 
war against immigrants, war against "terror¬ 
ists," corporate control of politics and economy, 
surveillance of citizens, search-and-seizure— 
and any one of these threads will lead to the 
criminal justice system. P.O. Box 1226, Occi¬ 
dental, CA 95465—lyr, $20, Institutions $45, 
Foreign subs $35, Prisoners $10. 
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GERMAN SQUATS CRUSHED 


By A. Clay Thompson 

POTSDAM, GERMANY -- As a socially 
alienated punk rocker coming of age in the '80s 
-- you remember the '80s: nuclear war looked 
imminent and nuclear families combusted 
constantly -- I looked to Europe to reassure 
myself I wasn't alone. I watched from afar as 
European punkers "squatted" abandoned 
buildings creating an alternative universe in 
which their communal ideas and anti-society 
ethos could flourish. The squatters spread 
across the continent like a tribe of pirates 
washed ashore with utopian ideals. They 
generally opposed global capitalism and 
authoritarianism; they ran illegal nightclubs, 
restaurants, bars, bookstores, movie theaters, 
and radio stations that helped sustain their 
communal lifestyles. The squatters, who often 
called themselves autonomists, demanded 
freedom "to create better lives for ourselves 
today," as one Danish squatter, put it. 

In the early 90s I experienced the scene 
firsthand during several expeditions through 
Europe's liberated territories and autonomous 
micro-regions. 

But recently, I returned to Germany - 
where the movement had been most powerful - 
to report on the scene. To my dismay, I found ii 
dying. 

Right now Potsdam, a small city east of 
Berlin, is at the center of the police-squatter 
war. In recent months cops have gutted the 
town's once flourishing squat scene -- most of 
the buildings now sit bricked up and rotting on 
empty streets. But squatters have resisted -- 
sending at last four police officers to the 
hospital and dozens of resisters to jail. 

Late in August, some 700 squatters, 
punkers and "autonomen" from as far away as 
Australia, plus bands from Scotland, Poland, 
Finland and Germany, converged on the town 


were greeted by squatters who tossed a 
firebomb at a cop-car. The cops fled uninjured, 
the car was toast. 

At noon the next day, a convoy of 500 plexi- 
helmeted riot police from Berlin forced fest- 
goers out of the Archiv environs. By nightfall, 
350 squatters and sympathizers were back 
again, faces masked by bandannas, to square 
off with a phalanx of cops thunk-thunk- 
thunking wooden batons on plastic shields and 
firing wooden bullets. Calm returned by 



morning, but a day later another eviction set 
off renewed street fighting, and dozens of 
arrests. 

Furious street battles probably won't halt 
efforts to cleanse Germany of squatters. In 

Invi/n altar tau/n nalioa hawa VA/lutih.wi tlu * 


have worked out very well for the squatters, 
guaranteeing cheap rent and respect for 
collective decision making. Others complain of 
being wrapped up in red tape, and of course it 
feels weird for outlaws to cooperate with the 
government. 

For some of those who do have contracts, a 
movement that uses guerrilla tactics now 
seems threatening. At a recent "house 
discussion" in a 70-resident legal squat, some 
ex-squatters argued that new squatters next 
door should be removed because, one explained, 
"We are afraid the city will think we helped 
them squat here." 

In Karlsruhe, a city of 300,000 in southern I 
Germany, the half-block long C shaped I 
"Steffi" has been occupied for the last seven | 
years. The 55 squatters have built a cafe ] 
seating 100, a bar and concert hall, workshops 
and five kitchens, and provided housing for 
refugees. Now the Protestant church, which 
owns the building, wants it back. 

The mayor has intervened, hoping to avoid a 
repeat of the Potsdam clash. Demonstrations 
involving a thousand supporters have 
dominated the locai TV news. The city council 
is offering the squatters a 41 room complex at f 
a reasonable rent. The squatters have mixed 
feelings. "It's not big enough for all the people 
in our living group," one said. "We don't want 
to be like the American Indians, pushed into 
smaller and smaller pieces of land." He 
concedes, however, "in this era, we're lucky to 
have the city negotiating at all." 

In post-Cold War Germany, the squatters' j 
movement has run into its own Berlin Wall -- a 
determination, voiced by Chancellor Kohl 
earlier this year -- "to never give extremists - 
on the left or right -- another chance." As the 
police clampdown spreads, some ex-squatters 
have become semi-nomads, parking their vans 
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Midwest 

Girls 
Fest 

May 15-17 In Kalamazoo, 
Michigan 

This is a gathering for all womyn, and it will 
be held in Kalamazoo at the World Tree 
Center. We will be having workshops, films, 
music, a scavenger hunt, picnic, dance-off, and 
other activities. This event is not exclusionary 
and open to men as well. In the near future we 
will have a web page too, plus we have 
completed a k-zoo packet listing the places to 
stay and eat, (send two stamps for it.) Listed 
below are our addresses, confirmed 
workshops/speakers, and ones we are working 
on now. If you have any suggestions or 
questions please contact Autumn or Angel. 

CONFIRMED TOPICS: diy women’s health, 
birth control, sexual abuse/rape, same sex 
abuse, HIV+ speaker, “blood sisters”, CPR 
class, spirituality class, womyn & alcoholism, 
self defense class, nuclear waste speaker, 
womyn and education, as well as space for 
womyn’s zines, distros, businesses. There will 
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By A. Clay Thompson 

POTSDAM, GERMANY - As a socially 
alienated punk rocker coming of age in the '80s 
- you remember the '80s: nuclear war looked 
imminent and nuclear families combusted 
constantly -- I looked to Europe to reassure 
myself I wasn't alone. I watched from afar as 
European punkers "squatted" abandoned 
buildings creating an alternative universe in 
which their communal ideas and anti-society 
ethos could flourish. The squatters spread 
across the continent like a tribe of pirates 
washed ashore with utopian ideals. They 
generally opposed global capitalism and 
authoritarianism; they ran illegal nightclubs, 
restaurants, bars, bookstores, movie theaters, 
and radio stations that helped sustain their 
communal lifestyles. The squatters, who often 
called themselves autonomists, demanded 
freedom "to create better lives for ourselves 
today," as one Danish squatter, put it. 

In the early 90's I experienced the scene 
firsthand during several expeditions through 
Europe's liberated territories and autonomous 
micro-regions. 

But recently, I returned to Germany - 
where the movement had been most powerful - 
to report on the scene. To my dismay, I found it 
dying. 

Right now Potsdam, a small city east of 
Berlin, is at the center of the police-squatter 
war. In recent months cops have gutted the 
town's once flourishing squat scene -- most of 
the buildings now sit bricked up and rotting on 
empty streets. But squatters have resisted - 
sending at last four police officers to the 
hospital and dozens of resisters to jail. 

Late in August, some 700 squatters, 
punkers and "autonomen" from as far away as 
Australia, plus bands from Scotland, Poland, 
Finland and Germany, converged on the town 
for an annual three-day musical event staged 
by one of the last squats left (called the 
Archiv). I joined the throng, eager to celebrate 
the rituals of a community I still claim as my 
own. Instead, I found myself caught up in a 
ferocious police clampdown, near mayhem and 
martial law. 

The trouble began the first night when local 
police moved to shut the festival down - and 


were greeted by squatters who tossed a 
firebomb at a cop-car. The cops fled uninjured, 
the car was toast. 

At noon the next day, a convoy of 500 plexi- 
helmeted riot police from Berlin forced fest- 
goers out of the Archiv environs. By nightfall, 
350 squatters and sympathizers were back 
again, faces masked by bandannas, to square 
off with a phalanx of cops thunk-thunk- 
thunking wooden batons on plastic shields and 
firing wooden bullets. Calm returned by 



morning, but a day later another eviction set 
off renewed street fighting, and dozens of 
arrests. 

Furious street battles probably won't halt 
efforts to cleanse Germany of squatters. In 
town after town, police have whittled down the 
number of squats to a handful. Squatters once 
responded to every eviction by seizing a new 
building, but stepped-up policing has made 
that impossible. 

Squatters have also been hurt by their own 
success. Throughout the country, squatted 

buildings have been legalized, and squatters 
have signed rent contracts. Some of these 


have worked out very well for the squatters, 
guaranteeing cheap rent and respect for 
collective decision making. Others complain of 
being wrapped up in red tape, and of course it 
feels weird for outlaws to cooperate with the 
government. 

For some of those who do have contracts, a 
movement that uses guerrilla tactics now 
seems threatening. At a recent "house 
discussion" in a 70-resident legal squat, some 
ex-squatters argued that new squatters next 
door should be removed because, one explained, 
"We are afraid the city will think we helped 
them squat here." 

In Karlsruhe, a city of 300,000 in southern 
Germany, the half-block long C shaped 
"Steffi" has been occupied for the last seven 
years. The 55 squatters have built a cafe !j 
seating 100, a bar and concert hall, workshops 
and five kitchens, and provided housing for 
refugees. Now the Protestant church, which 
owns the building, wants it back. 

The mayor has intervened, hoping to avoid a 
repeat of the Potsdam clash. Demonstrations 
involving a thousand supporters have 
dominated the local TV news. The city council 
is offering the squatters a 41 room complex at j 
a reasonable rent. The squatters have mixed 
feelings. “It's not big enough for all the people 
in our living group," one said. "We don't want 
to be like the American Indians, pushed into 
smaller and smaller pieces of land." He 
concedes, however, "in this era, we're lucky to > 
have the city negotiating at all." 

In post-Cold War Germany, the squatters' 
movement has run into its own Berlin Wall - a 
determination, voiced by Chancellor Kohl 
earlier this year - "to never give extremists - 
on the left or right - another chance." As the 
police clampdown spreads, some ex-squatters 
have become semi-nomads, parking their vans 
and gypsy-esque wagons on vacant lots. 
Others have seized woodlands about to be 
bulldozed and crafted eco-communities in 
protest. And some have gone to Amsterdam - 
where squatters still take empty buildings 
every week. 

(Source: Jinn Magazine, 

http://www.pacificnews.org/jinn/) 



Midwest 


Grrls 



May 15-17 in Kalamazoo 
Michigan 

This is a gathering for all womyn, and it will 
be held in Kalamazoo at the World Tree 
Center. We will be having workshops, films, 
music, a scavenger hunt, picnic, dance-off, and 
other activities. This event is not exclusionary 
and open to men as well. In the near future we 
will have a web page too, plus we have 
completed a k-zoo packet listing the places to 
stay and eat, (send two stamps for it.) Listed 
below are our addresses, confirmed 
workshops/speakers, and ones we are working 
on now. If you have any suggestions or 
questions please contact Autumn or Angei. 

CONFIRMED TOPICS: diy women’s health, 
birth control, sexual abuse/rape, same sex 
abuse, HIV+ speaker, “blood sisters”, CPR 
class, spirituality class, womyn & alcoholism, 
self defense class, nuclear waste speaker, 
womyn and education, as well as space for 
womyn’s zines, distros, businesses. There will 
be music on Saturday. Other topics we'd like 
help with: vegetarian/vegan nutrition during 
pregnancy, women in advertising, clothesline 
project, anarcho-feminism, eating disorders, 
gay/bi/lesbian issues. Please contact us. For 
email: midwestgrrisfest@hotmail.com 

Angel Page 

c/o Makoto Recordings Autumn Bleeker 
PO Box 50403 1410 Forbes St. 

Kalamazoo, Ml 49005 Kalamazoo, Ml 49007 









the rituals of a community I still claim as my 
own. Instead, I found myself caught up in a 
ferocious police clampdown, near mayhem and 
martial law. 

The trouble began the first night when local 
police moved to shut the festival down -- and 


that impossible. 

Squatters have also been hurt by their own 
success. Throughout the country, squatted 

buildings have been legalized, and squatters 
have signed rent contracts. Some of these 


Smash Monsanto! 


People Against Corporate Takeover, a 
coalition of individuals and organizations from 
the Northeast region of the U$A held a 
demonstration against corporate giant 
Monsanto in Oct 1997. Springfield Mass, the 
home of a polluting Monsanto plant, witnessed 
a day of action including a banner hanging, 
music, parading, speakers, education and 
organizing. 

Monsanto is the company that brought the 
world saccharine, PCBs, Agent Orange, 
aspartame and bovine growth hormone 
(BGH/BST). 

Now they are telling us that genetically 


engineered food crops are safe. They have 
begun to market genetically altered 
vegetables such as Roundup-Ready Soybeans. 
Monsanto has also developed genetically 
altered corn, canola and sugar beets. 
Roundup-Ready Soybeans are soybeans which 
are genetically engineered to be resistant to 
Monsanto’s #1 selling herbicide, Roundup 
(glyphosate). By using soybeans that are 
resistant to the herbicide Roundup, farmers 
may spray the chemical indiscriminately and not 
worry about damaging the soybean plant. 
However, this will inevitably mean more 
chemical residues in our soil, water and food. 


AMMONIA IN THE DRINKING WATER? 

by Compost 

Starting this spring, EBMUD (East Bay Municipal Utility District) has decided 
to add ammonia to the chlorinated drinking water to form chloromine. This is a more 
“stable’’ chemical than chlorine and will more readily stay in the water “to the last 
tap’’. In this way EBMUD does not need to approach the danger limit of chlorine 
overdose while attempting to meet the stricter Federal regulations for sufficiently 
sterile water. 

While EBMUD assures us that this water is safe for humans, it can be deadly for 
fish. Aquarium owners are being instructed to buy sodium bisulfate to neutralize 
the chloromine in the tank. As for the fish in the Bay, the nice lady assured me that 
all EBMUD utility trucks will also be carrying sodium bisulfate to add if there is a 
water spill. Comforted? 

While EDMUD may be making a calculated decision in a tough situation, it seems 
that adding ammonia to all public water is a big move that warrants caution. Unlike 
chlorine, which can be removed by evaporation, reverse osmosis and charcoal filters, 
chloromine is likely to be in your teacup. 

For an area blessed with such pure drinking water, why are we dumping in so much 
poison? Didn't they always tell us not to mix chlorine and ammonia? 


jjiuicai. rtiiu aume ncavc yunc niiiaiciucmi — 

where squatters still take empty buildings 
every week. 

(Source: Jinn Magazine, 

http://www.pacificnews.org/jinn/) 
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Protesters Dig Up 
^ Genetically- 


Aj^Engineered Cro 
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(PA News - September 29, 1997) Protesters 
have dug up an experimental genetically- 
engineered sugar beet plantation at an Irish 
government-run farm. 

The beet was seeded earlier this year at the 
farm near Carlow, about 60 miles south of 
Dublin, in a project backed by the American 
Monsanto biotech company after the failure of 
a legal challenge to the development in the Irish 
High Court. The plantation was allegedly 
destroyed, according to an anonymous 
telephone call to the British-based Genetic 
Engineering Network, by a previously unheard 
of group named the Gaelic Earth Liberation 
Front. 

The caller said: "This was the first 
genetically-engineered crop in Ireland and 
hopefully it will be the last." The crop - 
planted in trials to discover a beet more 
resistant to herbicides - was said to have been 
dug up in the early hours of Sunday. 

The legal bid to halt the project, which had 
been cleared by the Irish Environmental 
Protection Agency, was made by Ireland's 
Genetic Concern organisation. The court ruled 
against their fears that the Carlow scheme 
raised personal fears and apprehensions. A 
statement from Monsanto said objections to 
the crop had already been fully dealt with in 
court. 


A Genetic Concern spokesperson said they 
were not surprised at what had happened. 
Their objections were based on safety aspects 
of the scheme, which was centred at the 
Carlow base of the Irish government's Teagasc 
food and agriculture development agency. 
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Sierra Club votes on immigrants 


Continued from page 1 

well documented research and analysis 
exposing the myths behind the "population 
crisis" and revealing the root causes of both 
over population and environmental degradation 
which, they say, lie in our social institutions— 
institutions which favor profits over people 
and the environment. 

While most environmentalists today agree 
that profit-seeking corporations and govern¬ 
ment policy play a critical role in the environ¬ 
mental crisis, many harbor oversimplified no¬ 
tions that population growth, if not a direct 
cause of environmental degradation, is never¬ 
theless the main ecological threat. Ever since 
the publication in the 1970s of Paul Erlich's 
The Population Bomb, this notion has slowly in¬ 
creased in popularity. It is a notion which adds 
little to the formation of effective strategies 


for ecological sustainability, but does much to 
foment racist, anti-immigrant sentiments. 

What exactly is wrong with the way popula¬ 
tion is discussed among environmentalists to¬ 
day? Perhaps most important is that the de¬ 
bate focuses almost exclusively on absolute 
numbers of people, ignoring the varying envi¬ 
ronmental impacts of different social institu¬ 
tions and classes. Alarmist charts and graphs 
displaying an out-of-control population "ex¬ 
plosion" replace researched analysis on exactly 
which people, where, are affecting the envi- 
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mand causes multinational corporations to over 
produce is patently false, yet the simplistic 
argument of the capitalist that supply merely 
fills consumer demand has a significant hold on 
mainstream environmentalists who are more 
used to thinking about the plastic container 
their Rice Dream comes in than the less visible 
and more difficult macro economic systems 
that lock us all into a perpetual cycle of over 
production and overconsumption. 

Even land development has little to do with 
population growth. Sprawling suburbs in the 
US which gobble up prime agricultural land 
and wildlife habitat are planned and built by 
developers for the sake of profits and are in¬ 
creasing six times faster than the population. 
Population density also has no impact on the 
environment per se. Holland, for example, is 
one of the most densely populated countries in 
the world, with 4,500 people per 1,000 


hectares. It is also one of the most ecologically 
strong, devoting 10% of its land to ecological 
protection. Compare this to Brazil with only 
170 people per 1,000 hectares and an un¬ 
precedented rate of rainforest destruction 
and it becomes clear that corporate and gov¬ 
ernment policy, not population density, ac¬ 
counts for environmental degradation. In this 
country many environmentalists are actually 
calling for greater population density with 
improved mass transit, thus reducing subur¬ 
ban sprawl and the need for automobiles. 


decisions make it difficult for many people to 
"live simply." 

The above examples clearly demonstrate 
that in a system driven by profit, fewer people 
in no way insures less environmental impact. 
Likewise, more people in no way implies greater 
impact. This is not to say that numbers of 
people should be disregarded, but rather that 
within the context of a capitalist global econ¬ 
omy, high population, environmental degrada¬ 
tion, and social injustice are all symptoms of 
the same cause. The controversy over immi¬ 
gration, then, has little to do with the environ¬ 
ment, but much to do with racist organizations 
exploiting the understandable fears of ecolog¬ 
ical destruction. 

"The Greening of Hate" 

PEG has been tracking the growing number 
of anti-immigrant, pseudo-environmental or¬ 
ganizations that have been forming over the 
years. According to Melanie Okamoto, cam¬ 
paign organizer for PEG, these racist organi¬ 
zations, many with environmental sounding 
names and white-supremacist connections, have 
been "sounding the alarm about population 
growth—in particular the number of immi¬ 
grants—as the chief threat to the environ¬ 
ment." In order to further their anti-immi¬ 
grant agenda they have been heavily lobbying 
the environmental movement, including main¬ 
stream organizations like the Sierra Club. 

One such group, the Federation for 
American Immigration Reform (FAIR), was a 
leader in the campaign for Proposition 187. 
Their founding president, John Tanton, heads 
the anti-bilingual group, US English, and has 
specifically targeted the Sierra Club for their 
anti-immigrant message. In a 1986 memo 
printed in the San Jose Mercury News Tanton 
writes, "as whites see their power and control 
over their lives declining, will they simply go 
quietly into the night? Or will there be an ex¬ 
plosion?" He also said, "The Sierra Club may 
not want to touch the immigration issue, but 
the immigration issue is going to touch the 


Heidelberg University for his contributions to 
Nazi eugenics and 'racial hygiene'." (Irish 
Times, 5/23/94). Since 1982, the Pioneer 
Fund has given over a million dollars to FAIR 
and other anti-immigrant organizations. 

While these organizations and others have 
had some influence within the environmental 
movement, most mainstream environmental or¬ 
ganizations are not buying the anti-immigrant 



argument. "Out of hundreds of environmental 


The impact of an immigrant family, for 
example, living in a one-bedroom 
apartment and using mass transit pales in 
comparison to that of a wealthy family 
living in a single family home with two cars. 
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The Population Bomb, this notion has slowly in¬ 
creased in popularity. It is a notion which adds 
little to the formation of effective strategies 


Population aensiry aiso nas no impact on me 
environment per se. Holland, for example, is 
one of the most densely populated countries in 
the world, with 4,500 people per 1,000 


The impact of an immigrant family, for 
example, living in a one-bedroom 
apartment and using mass transit pales in 
comparison to that of a wealthy family 
living in a single family home with two cars. 


for ecological sustainability, but does much to 
foment racist, anti-immigrant sentiments. 

What exactly is wrong with the way popula¬ 
tion is discussed among environmentalists to¬ 
day? Perhaps most important is that the de¬ 
bate focuses almost exclusively on absolute 
numbers of people, ignoring the varying envi¬ 
ronmental impacts of different social institu¬ 
tions and classes. Alarmist charts and graphs 
displaying an out-of-control population “ex¬ 
plosion" replace researched analysis on exactly 
which people, where, are affecting the envi¬ 
ronment, and how. The impact of an immigrant 
family, for example, living in a one-bedroom 
apartment and using mass transit pales in 
comparison to that of a wealthy family living in 
a single family home with two cars, "the aver¬ 
age Swiss," points out Walden Bello, former 
executive director of Food First, "pours 2,000 
times more toxic waste into the environment 
than the average Sahelian farmer." And ac¬ 
cording to statistics compiled by PEG, the US 
is home to 5% of the world's population but 
consumes 30% of the world's resources. With 
the richest 1.1 billion people on the planet con¬ 
suming 64% of the wealth and the poorest 1.1 
billion just 2%, it makes little sense to blame 
population as a whole for today’s environmental 
crisis. 

Despite the fact that the wealthy consume 
far greater resources than the poor, it is not 
consumers, but rather producers —and the 
social institutions in which they operate— 
which account for the vast majority of envi¬ 
ronmental degradation. Most consumers have 
little control over industrial production and 
consumption decisions, and most industrial 
production and consumption decisions are 
made with little regard for population levels. 


hectares. It is also one of the most ecologically 
strong, devoting 10% of its land to ecological 
protection. Compare this to Brazil with only 
170 people per 1,000 hectares and an un¬ 
precedented rate of rainforest destruction 
and it becomes clear that corporate and gov¬ 
ernment policy, not population density, ac¬ 
counts for environmental degradation. In this 
country many environmentalists are actually 
calling for greater population density with 
improved mass transit, thus reducing subur¬ 
ban sprawl and the need for automobiles. 

The notion that higher population equals 
greater demand, however, and that individual 
consumer choice fuels production, are basic as¬ 
sumptions underlying the arguments of anti¬ 
population-growth environmentalists. Dick 



Schneider, for example, "population commit¬ 
tee” co-chair of the Sierra Club's San 
Francisco Chapter and proponent of the up¬ 
coming anti-immigration ballot initiative, says 
that the solution to the ecological crisis—along 
with reducing population growth—is adopting 
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I ne ureening or naie 

PEG has been tracking the growing number 
of anti-immigrant, pseudo-environmental or¬ 
ganizations that have been forming over the 
years. According to Melanie Okamoto, cam¬ 
paign organizer for PEG, these racist organi¬ 
zations, many with environmental sounding 
names and white-supremacist connections, have 
been "sounding the alarm about population 
growth—in particular the number of immi¬ 
grants—as the chief threat to the environ¬ 
ment." In order to further their anti-immi¬ 
grant agenda they have been heavily lobbying 
the environmental movement, including main¬ 
stream organizations like the Sierra Club. 

One such group, the Federation for 
American Immigration Reform (FAIR), was a 
leader in the campaign for Proposition 187. 
Their founding president, John Tanton, heads 
the anti-bilingual group, US English, and has 
specifically targeted the Sierra Club for their 
anti-immigrant message. In a 1986 memo 
printed in the San Jose Mercury News Tanton 
writes, "as whites see their power and control 
over their lives declining, will they simply go 
quietly into the night? Or will there be an ex¬ 
plosion?" He also said, "The Sierra Club may 
not want to touch the immigration issue, but 
the immigration issue is going to touch the 
Sierra Club." Another group is the Carrying 
Capacity Network (CCN). Along with their 
supposed environmental concerns, CCN spon¬ 
sored the grossly inaccurate and now discred¬ 
ited Huddle study on the costs of immigration 
which was used to rationalize California's 
Proposition 187. 

A third organization, Population- 
Environment Balance (PEB) sent out a mass 
mailing in January of this year urging readers 
to lobby the Sierra Club, and even provided in¬ 
structions on how to join the Club in order to 
pack the vote for the anti-immigrant position. 
Their honorary chairman and member of their 
advisory board is a biologist named Garrett 
Hardin, a long-standing supporter of eugenics. 
In Omni magazine Hardin is quoted as saying, 
"It would be better to encourage the breeding 
of more intelligent people rather than the less 
intelligent." He also opposes sending food re¬ 
lief to the poor because their numbers are 
straining the ‘carrying capacity" of the 
planet, and the Los Angeles Times reports him 
saying, "People are mistaken in taking a rosy 
view of multiculturalism. Look at Yugoslavia— 
it leads to tyranny and social chaos." 

The racist underpinnings of these pseudo¬ 



argument. "Out of hundreds of environmental 
organizations lobbied by these groups," says 
Brad Erickson, coordinator of PEG, "only the 
Wilderness Society has officially signed on to 
the anti-immigrant position." Erickson also 
points out that the current Sierra Club Board 
is sponsoring an alternative ballot initiative 
(Alternative "B") which affirms their present 
stance to take no position on US immigration 
policies. Alternative "B" is endorsed by hun¬ 
dreds of respected environmentalists and 
Sierra Club members, including dozens of 
Sierra Club local chapters. It should also be 
noted that the Sierra Club officially opposed 
Proposition 187 as well as helped organize, 
along with PEG, a 1996 lobbying campaign in 
California opposing the scapegoating of immi¬ 
grants and calling on legislators to "support 
real environmental solutions like water and en¬ 
ergy efficiency measures, improved public 
transportation, and the phase out of danger¬ 
ous chemical poisons such as the pesticide 
methyl bromide." 

The L.A. Times called the upcoming Sierra 
Club vote a "litmus test" of "huge impor¬ 
tance." The country's largest environmental 
organization adopting an anti-immigrant plat¬ 
form would certainly have a major influence 
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a single family home with two cars. ‘The aver¬ 
age Swiss," points out Walden Bello, former 
executive director of Food First, "pours 2,000 
times more toxic waste into the environment 
than the average Sahelian farmer." And ac¬ 
cording to statistics compiled by PEG, the US 
is home to 5% of the worid's population but 
consumes 30% of the world's resources. With 
the richest 1.1 billion people on the planet con¬ 
suming 64% of the wealth and the poorest 1.1 
billion just 2%, it makes little sense to blame 
population as a whole for today’s environmental 
crisis. 

Despite the fact that the wealthy consume 
far greater resources than the poor, it is not 
consumers, but rather producers— and the 
social institutions in which they operate— 
which account for the vast majority of envi¬ 
ronmental degradation. Most consumers have 
little control over industrial production and 
consumption decisions, and most industrial 
production and consumption decisions are 
made with little regard for population levels. 
The military, for example, is the nation's 
largest single polluter, and it does so regard¬ 
less of the number of people who happen to be 
living. US transnational corporations as well 
are aggressively marketing to increase con¬ 
sumption in countries like Mexico and China who 
have large populations yet have traditionally 
been low per-capita consumers. As Santos 
Gomez, member of PEG'S organizing board 
states, "consumption varies far more widely as 
a function of marketing than the absolute num¬ 
bers of people or individual consumer choices.* 
Only if one believes the Laissez-Faire myth 
that supply (i.e. production) merely fills de¬ 
mand (including a demand for nuclear weapons, 
we presume, and answering machines designed 
to break down after 500 uses) can one blame 
consumers for the environmental degradation 
resulting from industrial production? 

The argument that American consumer de- 

Donate to Slingshot 
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Schneider, for example, “population commit¬ 
tee" co-chair of the Sierra Club's San 
Francisco Chapter and proponent of the up¬ 
coming anti-immigration ballot initiative, says 
that the solution to the ecological crisis—along 
with reducing population growth—is adopting 
a lifestyle of "voluntary simplicity," a personal 
philosophy which he believes most immigrants 
don't share. "Most people aren't enlightened in 
this way," he told me in a recent phone inter¬ 
view, "they just go to work in the factory and 
don't think about this stuff." Aside from the 
racist and classist implications, this view also 
embraces the false assumption that overpro¬ 
duction—and thus pollution—results from 
consumer demand, a position clearly refuted by 
the above examples. 

This is not to say that choosing a more envi¬ 
ronmentally and socially responsible lifestyle is 
unimportant, but only that it has a marginal 
impact on the production decisions which really 
impact the environment, and over which the 
public has little control. In fact, many corpo¬ 
rate actions have the reverse effect, signifi¬ 
cantly restricting the public's ability to choose 
more sustainable lifestyles. In the 1930s and 
1940s, for example, General Motors, Firestone 
and Standard Oil (now Chevron) bought out 
and dismantled the electric trolley system in 
Los Angeles and 100 other cities in order to 
guarantee demand for their products. 
Compared to the rail system in Europe, our 
highway-intensive transportation system is 
but one example of how powerful corporate 


sorea tne grossly inaccurate ana now discred¬ 
ited Huddle study on the costs of immigration 
which was used to rationalize California's 
Proposition 187. 

A third organization, Population- 
Environment Balance (PEB) sent out a mass 
mailing in January of this year urging readers 
to lobby the Sierra Club, and even provided in¬ 
structions on how to join the Club in order to 
pack the vote for the anti-immigrant position. 
Their honorary chairman and member of their 
advisory board is a biologist named Garrett 
Hardin, a long-standing supporter of eugenics. 
In Omni magazine Hardin is quoted as saying, 
"It would be better to encourage the breeding 
of more intelligent people rather than the less 
intelligent." He also opposes sending food re¬ 
lief to the poor because their numbers are 
straining the “carrying capacity" of the 
planet, and the Los Angeles Times reports him 
saying, "People are mistaken in taking a rosy 
view of multiculturalism. Look at Yugoslavia— 
it leads to tyranny and social chaos." 

The racist underpinnings of these pseudo- 
environmental organizations are underscored 
by the fact that they all receive funding from 
the Pioneer Fund, which has been described by 


tne anti-immigrant position, tricuson also 
points out that the current Sierra Club Board 
is sponsoring an alternative ballot initiative 
(Alternative "B") which affirms their present 
stance to take no position on US immigration 
policies. Alternative "B" is endorsed by hun¬ 
dreds of respected environmentalists and 
Sierra Club members, including dozens of 
Sierra Club local chapters. It should also be 
noted that the Sierra Club officially opposed 
Proposition 187 as well as helped organize, 
along with p EG, a 1996 lobbying campaign in 
California opposing the scapegoating of immi¬ 
grants and calling on legislators to "support 
real environmental solutions like water and en¬ 
ergy efficiency measures, improved public 
transportation, and the phase out of danger¬ 
ous chemical poisons such as the pesticide 
methyl bromide." 

The L.A. Times called the upcoming Sierra 
Club vote a "litmus test" of "huge impor¬ 
tance." The country's largest environmental 
organization adopting an anti-immigrant plat¬ 
form would certainly have a major influence 
upon lawmakers, the environmental movement, 
and society as a whole—yet the outcome is far 
from certain. Throughout its history, the 


Most consumers have little control over 
industrial production and consumption 
decisions, and most industrial production 
and consumption decisions are made with 
little regard for population levels . 


the S.F. Chronicle as "a New York organization 
that finances research seeking proof of the 
genetic superiority of the white race," and by 
the London Sunday Telegraph as a "neo-nazi 
organization closely integrated with the far 
Right in American politics." The Pioneer Fund 
was established in 1937 by Wycliffe Draper a 
“textile millionaire who advocated sending 
blacks back to Africa" (Discovery Journal, 
7/9/94) and Harry Laughlin, a "eugenics advo¬ 
cate [who] received an honorary degree from 


Sierra Club Board and most of its active 
members have consistently supported immi¬ 
grant rights. So will its half a million members 
vote us a step closer to eco-fascism? The final 
tally won't be in until sometime in April. 

For more information please contact the 
Political Ecology Group (965 Mission Street, 
Suite 700, San Francisco, CA 94103 
peg@econet.org 415-777-3488) or Food 
First (398 - 60th St., Oakland, CA 94618 
510-654-4400) 
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Zapatista communities resist army 


Continued from page 1 

Jungle zone, the North, the border area and 
the Highlands where Tzotzil, Tzeltal and 
Tojolabal Indians live. Soldiers have terrorized 
the communities through searches, 
interrogations, and by ransacking homes, 
stores, and co-ops. 

In the canyons of the so-called “conflict 
zone” alone (made up of the municipalities of 
Altamirano, Ocosingo and Las Margaritas), 
there are at least 36,500 soldiers distributed 
in 24 encampments. There are 25 checkpoints 
where vehicles and persons traveling on roads 
heading into the Lacandon jungle are inspected 
for firearms and explosives. Soldiers open up 
traveler’s back-packs, sacks, and packages, 
and make them take their stuff out under 
photographic surveillance. 

Mexico’s Secretary of Defense, Enrique 
Cervantes Aguirre, warned that the Mexican 
Army will stay in Chiapas and “will disarm all 
groups and persons transporting or storing 
weapons.” A representative of the National 
Defense Secretariat (SEDENA), added 
“There will be no exceptions to the law,” 
alluding to the EZLN. With the support of the 


Federal Army and the backing of the 
President of the [governmental] National 
Human Rights Commission, Mirelle Rocatti, 
these declarations are a threat, not to the 
paramilitary groups, who continue to enjoying 
impunity, but to the Zapatista communities. 

For example, despite the fact that the 
paramilitary groups are believed to have 
gathered their weapons in the municipality of 
Chenalho, not one paramilitary group there has 
been detained or disarmed. Instead, the 
government soldiers in Chenalho have 
dedicated themselves to “guarding” the 
refugees, the roads, and to carrying out 
“social work," offering medical care, haircuts 
for the poor, and rebuilding some burned 
homes. 

Attacking the People’s Economy 

In the indigenous regions, people live a war 
economy. Part of the Army’s strategy is to 
attack the means of subsistence, blocking the 
planting and harvest of marketable products, 
and even the beans and com necessary for 
survival. The military occupation affects the 
communities' farming. And in places like 


Chenalho, it facilitates the ransacking of 
marketable products like coffee. 

“Since January first, we have not been able 
to gather firewood, or beans, or corn, or 
coffee. Everything is rotting. The men cannot 
go work the cornfields," says Rosa, a Tzeltal 
Indian mother of three. 

The Autonomous Council of Chenalho 
denounced the Army for helping PRI (Mexico’s 
ruling political party, widely known to be 
supporting the paramilitary groups) members 
in the coffee harvest — because the coffee 
groves belong to the displaced. The Council is 
circulating photos of soldiers cutting and 
shucking coffee beans in an abandoned 
community, or of a soldier posing in front of an 
abandoned house, pointing his weapon toward 
the door. 

The paramilitary groups are still free 

On the one month anniversary of the Acteal 
massacre, Agustfn Perez, an Indian from 
Acteal, said, “We still do not have justice. The 
assassins are still free and travel freely 
through Chenalho and other towns. We want 
the government to arrest the aggressors but 


nothing is being done and we cannot return to 
our homes.” 

Agustfn will never forget December 22, 
when he lost so many relatives and friends. 
This humble community member comments that 
there is no justice, there is only danger and 
fear. Like the 10,000 refugees in Chenalho, he 
is scared because he knows the paramilitary 
groups are still free to do what they like in 
various communities of the municipality. 

Even though there are military camps and 
Public Security patrols, “they do not detain 
the paramilitary groups because they are 
carrying out their ‘social work’. They do not 
detain the leaders, like Cristobal Vasquez and 
Victorio Cruz Velazquez, who come by the 
municipality's capital," Agustfn states. His 
suspicions are confirmed when on January 22 
the Zapatistas learned that the paramilitaries 
were meeting to renew their attacks. 

Instead of searching and seizing the more 
than 200 armed PRI members, Public Security 
forces prefer to guard the refugees. While 
tens of women and men prayed and sang 
religious songs in memory of the 45 dead, a 
Federal District Attorney helicopter flew low 
over the mourners for five minutes, gusts of 
wind shaking the tin walls of their homes. 

While crossing between the cardboard, tin 
and wood buildings constructed where the 
massacre took place, Agustfn grumbles, “The 
aggressors of Acteal who have not been 
detained continue holding meetings in Canolal 
and La Esperanza. For the last week there have 
been rumors that the paramilitary groups are 
preparing another attack. We are afraid 
because we have seen how they have come and 
killed our compaheros.” 

“We want justice. We want the attackers 
jailed and we want to be able to return, but 
there has been no advance made," Agustfn 
complains before joining a meeting of Las 
Abeias. an indiaenous civil societv oraanization. 


Mexican Army driven from Morelia 


by Christopher Day 

The rocks rained down on the soldiers in 
their trucks as the women and children called 
them murderers, devils and sons of whores. 
The women and children of Morelia, armed only 
with sticks, rocks and determination, chased 
over a hundred US armed Mexican Federal 
Army soldiers from the outskirts of their 
community on Thursday January 8. 

Morelia is a Zapatista community and the 
site of one of the five "Aguascalientes” 
constructed by the Zapatista National 
Liberation Army (EZLN) as a center for 
popular democratic assemblies of the 






Defense Secretariat (StUfcNA), added 
“There will be no exceptions to the law,” 
alluding to the EZLN. With the support of the 


and even tne Deans and com necessary for 
survival. The military occupation affects the 
communities' farming. And in places like 


assassins are still free and travel freely 
through Chenalho and other towns. We want 
the government to arrest the aggressors but 


Mexican Army driven from Morelia 


by Christopher Day 

The rocks rained down on the soldiers in 
their trucks as the women and children called 
them murderers, devils and sons of whores. 
The women and children of Morelia, armed only 
with sticks, rocks and determination, chased 
over a hundred US armed Mexican Federal 
Army soldiers from the outskirts of their 
community on Thursday January 8. 

Morelia is a Zapatista community and the 
site of one of the five "Aguascalientes" 
constructed by the Zapatista National 
Liberation Army (EZLN) as a center for 
popular democratic assemblies of the 
Zapatista communities as well as for regional, 
national and international gatherings. Since an 
incursion by the Army earlier in the week most 
of the men in the community have fled to the 
mountains, leaving the streets quiet and the 
women in charge of defending the community 
from further incursions. 

There had been a false alarm the night 
before. January 7 was the fourth anniversary 
of the summary execution of three members of 
the community by the Army in 1994. The 
people have good reason for calling the 
soldiers of the Mexican Army "murderers." 
The community was gathered in the 
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Within minutes the women and children of 
Morelia were running down the road. Their fury 
was palpable. Women no more than 4'8" with 
babies on their backs waved sticks of all sizes. 
The children gathered stones. They cursed the 
soldiers in Spanish that would make a sailor 
blush. Their eyes were filled with rage. The 
army would not be entering Morelia without a 
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Women no more than 4 r 8” with babies 
on their backs waved sticks of all 
sizes. The children gathered stones. 
They cursed the soldiers in Spanish 
that would make a sailor blush. 
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Aguascalientes for a somber commemoration 
when it was announced that the soldiers were 
approaching. Within minutes a crowd of about 
70 women and children armed only with sticks 
and stones was gathered at the entrance to 
the town where they blocked the road and 
prepared to face down the army. After a 
couple hours no soldiers had appeared and it 
was announced that they had turned around 
and returned to Altamirano. People returned 


serious fight. As soon as they had all gathered 
at the entrance to the community the trucks 
began to turn around. This was a victory but 
the people of Morelia were not going to let the 
Army get away with this naked provocation so 
easily. They immediately began to charge the 
trucks, waving their sticks and throwing their 
stones even though the trucks were well out of 


while for the women and children to regather 
their forces, but once they had a group of 
about thirty the assault on the soldiers began. 
The women began to surround the trucks at 
the rear of the convoy and beat on them with 
their sticks while a barrage of rocks came 
down on the soldiers. As more and more people 
from the community arrived the assault 
continued. 

At about this time some representatives of 
the Zapatista-sympatheitic PRD municipal 
government in Altamirano arrived. They sought 
to calm down the people of Morelia while 
attempting to get the Army to withdraw 
again. It was at this point that we were first 
able to determine the rough size of the convoy. 
It included three large trucks with 21 soldiers 
each and six smaller trucks with 7 soldiers a 
piece. There was also a Seguridad Publica 
pickup truck with a member of the Federal 
Judicial Police (PJF) and about four other 
men wearing civilian clothes but carrying rifles. 
The PJF officer was wearing a jacket that 
read "NARCOTICO" on the back. After a 
brief standoff period the military convoy 
began to drive off again. 
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than 200 armed phi memDers, pudiic security 
forces prefer to guard the refugees. While 
tens of women and men prayed and sang 
religious songs in memory of the 45 dead, a 
Federal District Attorney helicopter flew low 
over the mourners for five minutes, gusts of 
wind shaking the tin walls of their homes. 

While crossing between the cardboard, tin 
and wood buildings constructed where the 
massacre took place, Agustin grumbles, ‘The 
aggressors of Acteal who have not been 
detained continue holding meetings in Canolal 
and La Esperanza. For the last week there have 
been rumors that the paramilitary groups are 
preparing another attack. We are afraid 
because we have seen how they have come and 
killed our companeros.” 

“We want justice. We want the attackers 
jailed and we want to be able to return, but 
there has been no advance made," Agustin 
complains before joining a meeting of Las 
Abejas, an indigenous civil society organization. 

The paramilitary groups continue to be 
active in ten communities that form a 
geographic belt surrounding dozens of 
refugee camps. In Polho there are 10,000 
refugees that have lost their homes and 
belongings since the paramilitary offensive 
began against 14 communities four months 
ago. They have refused to receive government 
aid directly because they do not trust the 
authorities. Their distrust is reaffirmed when 
they realize that the government is not 
dismantling the paramilitary structures but 
instead is pressuring the communities that 
sympathize with the EZLN, including Zapatista 
base support communities, Las Abejas, and 
groups of non-cooperating PRI supporters 
who fled from the aggressions and threats of 
the paramilitaries in their communities. In this 
framework, the concentration of refugees in 
Chenalho eases military control that seeks to 
isolate the EZLN from the rebel communities. 

Hie Indigenous Response 

A document addressed to the 39th Military 
Zone and delivered to the military barracks 
during an indigenous demonstration declares, 
“The Army presence is unconstitutional. The 
installation of observation and checkpoint 
posts, air and land patrols, searches, the 
highway checkpoints, flagrantly violate the 
guarantees of freedoms of movement, 
assembly, and association, of juridical legality 
and security, consecrated in the Constitution.” 

The document also states, “On the social 
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mountains, leaving the streets quiet and the 
women in charge of defending the community 
from further incursions. 

There had been a false alarm the night 
before. January 7 was the fourth anniversary 
of the summary execution of three members of 
the community by the Army in 1994. The 
people have good reason for calling the 
soldiers of the Mexican Army "murderers." 
The community was gathered in the 
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Within minutes the women and children of 
Morelia were running down the road. Their fury 
was palpable. Women no more than 4'8" with 
babies on their backs waved sticks of all sizes. 
The children gathered stones. They cursed the 
soldiers in Spanish that would make a sailor 
blush. Their eyes were filled with rage. The 
army would not be entering Morelia without a 
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Women no more than 4 r 8" with babies 
on their backs waved sticks of all 
sizes . The children gathered stones . 
They cursed the soldiers in Spanish 
that would make a sailor blush . 
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Aguascalientes for a somber commemoration 
when it was announced that the soldiers were 
approaching. Within minutes a crowd of about 
70 women and children armed only with sticks 
and stones was gathered at the entrance to 
the town where they blocked the road and 
prepared to face down the army. After a 
couple hours no soldiers had appeared and it 
was announced that they had turned around 
and returned to Altamirano. People returned 
to their homes and went to sleep. 

The second alarm that soldiers were 
approaching Morelia was sounded at about 8 in 
the morning. Within minutes the women and 
children had gathered again at the entrance to 
the community. For two hours we all waited for 
the 7 trucks full of soldiers en route from 
Altamirano that had been spotted by the 
Zapatistas. Finally it was announced that they 
had stopped their approach and patked in a 
soccer field outside Altamirano. The women 
and most of the children returned to the 
community, leaving the observers from the 
Civil Encampment for Peace on the road with a 
handful of young boys. Shortly before 11:30 
we were told that the soldiers were 
approaching again. The boys ran back to the 
community. While they were gone the military 
trucks arrived and stopped about 100 meters 
from the entrance to Morelia where we were 
standing. 
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serious fight. As soon as they had all gathered 
at the entrance to the community the trucks 
began to turn around. This was a victory but 
the people of Morelia were not going to let the 
Army get away with this naked provocation so 
easily. They immediately began to charge the 
trucks, waving their sticks and throwing their 
stones even though the trucks were well out of 


while for the women and children to regather 
their forces, but once they had a group of 
about thirty the assault on the soldiers began. 
The women began to surround the trucks at 
the rear of the convoy and beat on them with 
their sticks while a barrage of rocks came 
down on the soldiers. As more and more people 
from the community arrived the assault 
continued. 

At about this time some representatives of 
the Zapatista-sympatheitic PRD municipal 
government in Altamirano arrived. They sought 
to calm down the people of Morelia while 
attempting to get the Army to withdraw 
again. It was at this point that we were first 
able to determine the rough size of the convoy. 
It included three large trucks with 21 soldiers 
each and six smaller trucks with 7 soldiers a 
piece. There was also a Seguridad Publica 
pickup truck with a member of the Federal 
Judicial Police (PJF) and about four other 
men wearing civilian clothes but carrying rifles. 
The PJF officer was wearing a jacket that 
read "NARCOTICO” on the back. After a 
brief standoff period the military convoy 
began to drive off again. 
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[Mjuch of the new weaponry , vehicles 
and other equipment being used in 
these actions are from the US and 
may have been provided exclusively 
for use in anti-drug operations 


range and beating a hasty retreat. 

The road into Morelia is in terrible shape and 
the military trucks could only move so fast. 
They were faster than the people but they 
remained in sight for a very long time. For 
about a kilometer and a half the women and 
children of Morelia pursued the trucks filled 
with soldiers, all the while cursing them at the 
top of their lungs and waving their sticks. 
Then the military convoy stopped. It took a 


For a second time the women and children 
pursued the trucks, shaking their sticks and 
pelting the soldiers with rocks. They pursued 
the convoy for another kilometer and a half 
where it stopped again. The scene repeated 
itself. By this time a small group of men from 
Morelia who had come out in trucks were taking 
up the rear of the crowd, but it was the women 
who carried out the offensive. Again municipal 

Continued on page 18 


refugee camps, in Homo tnere are iu.uuu 
refugees that have lost their homes and 
belongings since the paramilitary offensive 
began against 14 communities four months 
ago. They have refused to receive government 
aid directly because they do not trust the 
authorities. Their distrust is reaffirmed when 
they realize that the government is not 
dismantling the paramilitary structures but 
instead is pressuring the communities that 
sympathize with the EZLN, including Zapatista 
base support communities, Las Abejas, and 
groups of non-cooperating PRI supporters 
who fled from the aggressions and threats of 
the paramilitaries in their communities. In this 
framework, the concentration of refugees in 
Chenalho eases military control that seeks to 
isolate the EZLN from the rebel communities. 
The Indigenous Response 

A document addressed to the 39th Military 
Zone and delivered to the military barracks 
during an indigenous demonstration declares, 
‘The Army presence is unconstitutional. The 
installation of observation and checkpoint 
posts, air and land patrols, searches, the 
highway checkpoints, flagrantly violate the 
guarantees of freedoms of movement, 
assembly, and association, of juridical legality 
and security, consecrated in the Constitution.” 

The document also states, “On the social 
work being carried out by the Army in the 
communities, it is necessary to clarify that 
these so-called services are not tasks 
mandated by law. Those tasks correspond to 
the Secretariats of Health, Social 
Development, Agriculture, the Environment, 
and defined by the Organic Law of the Federal 
Public Administration [not to the Army].” 

The indigenous organizations of Ocosingo 
and six other municipalities demand: “The 
dismantling of military bases which do not let 
us live in peace and that they immediately carry 
out measures and determine the form and 
method of the withdrawal of troops, with only 
those soldiers remaining which are strictly 
necessary to fulfill the obligations imposed by 
the Constitution.” 

For more information or to get involved in 
support activities for the Zapatistas, contact 
the Comite Emiliano Zapata, PO Box 2421, 
Oakland, CA 94609, 510-654-9587. 
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Corporations target free radio 


Continued from page 12 



personal wireless digital communications 


stations which broadcasts at 104.5 FM, and to 
KKSF which broadcasts at 103.7. He 
concluded that “the extent of the interference in 
fact is relatively minimal” and is only 
measurable a block of two from the FRB 
transmitter. Conceding that FRB founder 
Stephen Dunifer “actually is technically a very 
good engineer” and that his transmitters are 
“pretty clean" about out of band harmonics, 
Ruck noted that Free Radio Berkeley’s 
transmissions allow a real life experiment to 
determine if there is more spectrum space on 
the radio dial than current FCC regulations 
admit. “One of the things that we have now is 
an opportunity to evaluate second adjacent 
stations in real life," said Ruck. 

Based on the almost total lack of 
interference caused by FRB, Ruck concluded 
in his NAB panel talk that a massive amount of 
spectrum space exists. In typical corporate 
radio fashion, he suggests using the space for 
“translators” (repeater transmitters that allow 
huge stations to rebroadcast their signals in a 
larger area) or a radio frequency auction, 
rather than for community radio. “My second 
conclusion though is that cheez, if all the 
second adjacent stuff works so well, maybe we 
could use this extra spectrum for uh, you know, 
translators, I'm sure Moody Bible 
(unintelligible) would love to have translators 
all throughout the United States dropped in 

Morelia 

Continued from page 17 

officials from Altamirano (apparently 
including the municipal president) attempted 
to calm the situation. Finally it was agreed that 
if the Army withdrew the community would 


cause obviously there's all this unused 
spectrum here. And I think that all the 
concerns about IBOC and IBAC spectrum 
management is probably a little too 
conservative I don't really see that huge a 
problem there." 


Ruck continued, “My third conclusion is also 
even darker. There's so much unused 
spectrum in the FM band, maybe we could, or 
not we I'm, maybe some organization on M 
Street [the FCC] could consider to auction this 
extra spectrum off to something with the words 


something services. I mean after all there s a 
whole lot of money in these investor scams 
and senators like to have their campaigns 
funded and, uh, and Uncle Sam could actually 
make some money in the deal. And it, it [more 
spectrum space] seems to be out there, guys.” 

In effect, KFOG’s Ruck, a recognized expert 
on radio engineering and a paid member of the 
NAB effort against community radio, proves 
the point Free Radio Berkeley and community 
broadcasters nationally have been trying to 
make: more space on the radio dial “seems to 
be out there." The question remains: will the 
newly “discovered” radio spectrum space go to 
the People, or be auctioned to the highest 
corporate bidder? 

Broaden the Free Radio Movement 

Corporate radio stations and the FCC hope 
that between threats, lawsuits and military 
action, they can eliminate the micro-powered 
community broadcasting movement before the 
public realizes its potential. While the Free 
Radio Berkeley Court case is pending, the 
Free Radio movement has a window of 
opportunity to demonstrate what micro-radio 
can do and lobby to protect it. The Court case 
creates a legal “gray area” and gives a veil of 
legitimacy to unlicensed demonstration 
projects. And although Free Radio Berkeley 
might possibly prevail in Court and get to the 
Supreme Court, it would be foolish for what is 
essentially a political movement to rely on the 
legal system. 

While micro-radio operations have some 
space, it is time to broaden the movement, get 
the message out to the mainstream that 
spectrum space is available, and show that 
there is another way to have radio 
communications without corporate domination. 
Ultimately, given the increasing corporate 
concentration of broadcast media, the FCC 
and the NAB will lose if the case is fought in 
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interference caused by FRB, Ruck concluded 
in his NAB panel talk that a massive amount of 
spectrum space exists. In typical corporate 
radio fashion, he suggests using the space for 
“translators" (repeater transmitters that allow 
huge stations to rebroadcast their signals in a 
larger area) or a radio frequency auction, 
rather than for community radio. “My second 
conclusion though is that cheez, if all the 
second adjacent stuff works so well, maybe we 
could use this extra spectrum for uh, you know, 
translators, I'm sure Moody Bible 
(unintelligible) would love to have translators 
all throughout the United States dropped in 

Morelia 

Continued from page 17 

officials from Altamirano (apparently 
including the municipal president) attempted 
to calm the situation. Finally it was agreed that 
if the Army withdrew the community would 
stop pursuing them down the road. But the 
crowd chased the departing trucks a few 
dozen yards before stopping their pursuit. 

Exhausted and with half a days worth of 
work to catch up on, the crowd turned around 
and began the long trek back home. 

The attempt by the Army to enter Morelia is 
part of a intensifying campaign of military 
harassment of Zapatista communities that 
began on January 3. The army has entered 
many Zapatista communities in blatant violation 
of the Federal law on the peace process that 
strictly prohibits such actions. These actions 
seem designed to eventually provoke some sort 
of military response from the Zapatistas that 
would then serve as a pretext for even more 
aggressive military action. It also seems that 
international human rights observers are being 
targeted by these actions. On January 7 the 
Army entered the community of La Union and 
attempted to take two human rights 
observers with the Civile Encampment for 
Peace into custody. They were only prevented 
from doing so when the members of the 
community came out with sticks, stones and 
machetes and expressed their determination 
to fight to keep the observers in their 
community. 

Further, the government is attempting to 
construct some sort of grounds for defining 
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Ruck continued, “My third conclusion is also 
even darker. There's so much unused 
spectrum in the FM band, maybe we could, or 
not we I'm, maybe some organization on M 
Street [the FCC] could consider to auction this 
extra spectrum off to something with the words 



Building Solidarity; j 
k in So. California 

inter Solidarfty Gathering^ 



iytjtms Crass’ 

A 3-day “Winter Solidarity Gathering”in 
L.A. brought together over 200 people from 
diverse groups, projects, and backgrounds to 
build solidarity and movement for radical social 
change through education, discussion, and 
dancing. Groups that participated in and/or 
helped organize the Festival include the 
Coalition Against Police Abuse, the New 
Panther Vanguard Movement, Anti-Racist 
Action, People Against Racist Terror, Animal 
Rights Direct Action Coalition, Food Not 
Bombs, Mass Media Records, Beyond the Wall 
of Injustice Fanzine, Black Riders Liberation 
Party, and various anarchists from San 
Francisco. 

Friday nights focus was on animal liberation, 
dubbed “Rage Against the Cage" with punk 
bands and speakers from the animal rights 
direct action journal No Compromise , Earth 
First, and others. Saturday morning was 
devoted to Anti-Racist Action organizing, and 
the rest of the day saw workshops on 
anarchist organizing and affinity groups, a 
self-defense presentation, work on 
interpersonal relationships, and the workshop 


Ya Basta! with Mujeres De Maiz. 
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Sunday was dedicated to Solidarity and 
included punk and rap bands, presentations, 
and poetry. Neelam, a founder of the Black 
Panther Party in England, talked on Feminism 
and the role of women in the Black Panther 
Party, the civil rights movement as a catalyst 
for feminist organizing, and the need to make 
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that between threats, lawsuits and military 
action, they can eliminate the micro-powered 
community broadcasting movement before the 
public realizes its potential. While the Free 
Radio Berkeley Court case is pending, the 
Free Radio movement has a window of 
opportunity to demonstrate what micro-radio 
can do and lobby to protect it. The Court case 
creates a legal “gray area” and gives a veil of 
legitimacy to unlicensed demonstration 
projects. And although Free Radio Berkeley 
might possibly prevail in Court and get to the 
Supreme Court, it would be foolish for what is 
essentially a political movement to rely on the 
legal system. 

While micro-radio operations have some 
space, it is time to broaden the movement, get 
the message out to the mainstream that 
spectrum space is available, and show that 
there is another way to have radio 
communications without corporate domination. 
Ultimately, given the increasing corporate 
concentration of broadcast media, the FCC 
and the NAB will lose if the case is fought in 
the open court of public opinion. 



Ward Valley 

Continued from page 3 

testing a few decades back. Tritium migrates 
downward in soil. Tests for tritium at 
different depths indicates how far rain water 
penetrates the desert and can indicate 
whether the nuclear waste planned for Ward 
Valley could leech through the soil and 
contaminate the water table 700 feet below 
the surface of Ward Valley if the waste leaked 
from the dump. Tests for tritium will severely 
impact the desert. The five tribes have 
demanded that no further desecration of 
Ward Valley take place. The government has 
ignored their concerns. 










work to catch up on, the crowd turned around 
and began the long trek back home. 

The attempt by the Army to enter Morelia is 
part of a intensifying campaign of military 
harassment of Zapatista communities that 
began on January 3. The army has entered 
many Zapatista communities in blatant violation 
of the Federal law on the peace process that 
strictly prohibits such actions. These actions 
seem designed to eventually provoke some sort 
of military response from the Zapatistas that 
would then serve as a pretext for even more 
aggressive military action. It also seems that 
international human rights observers are being 
targeted by these actions. On January 7 the 
Army entered the community of La Union and 
attempted to take two human rights 
observers with the Civile Encampment for 
Peace into custody. They were only prevented 
from doing so when the members of the 
community came out with sticks, stones and 
machetes and expressed their determination 
to fight to keep the observers in their 
community. 

Further, the government is attempting to 
construct some sort of grounds for defining 
its actions against the Zapatistas as anti¬ 
narcotics actions. For example, they claim to 
have found a small quantity of marijuana along 
with a supposed Zapatista arms cache in 
Altamirano. Since much of the new weaponry, 
vehicles and other equipment being used in 
these actions are from the US and may have 
been provided exclusively for use in anti-dmg 
operations, the presence of Mexican narcotics 
agents in these actions should be seen as 
serving propaganda purposes. In addition to 
demanding an end to all US military assistance 
to Mexico, activists in the US should demand an 
investigation into the use of equipment 
provided for anti-drug operations in the 
current military operations against the 
Zapatistas and a return of all such aid if 
evidence of misuse is discovered. 


Donate to Slingshot 

If you like Slingshot, send us your Money! Help 
us pay the $1,300 we spent on this issue! We 
also need letters, articles, art and 
photographs. Send 'em to: 3124 Shattuck 
Ave„ Berkeley, CA 94705. 


A 3-day “Winter Solidarity Gathering”in 
L.A. brought together over 200 people from 
diverse groups, projects, and backgrounds to 
build solidarity and movement for radical social 
change through education, discussion, and 
dancing. Groups that participated in and/or 
helped organize the Festival include the 
Coalition Against Police Abuse, the New 
Panther Vanguard Movement, Anti-Racist 
Action, People Against Racist Terror, Animal 
Rights Direct Action Coalition, Food Not 
Bombs, Mass Media Records, Beyond the Walt 
of Injustice Fanzine, Black Riders Liberation 
Party, and various anarchists from San 
Francisco. 

Friday nights focus was on animal liberation, 
dubbed “Rage Against the Cage” with punk 
bands and speakers from the animal rights 
direct action journal No Compromise, Earth 
First, and others. Saturday morning was 
devoted to Anti-Racist Action organizing, and 
the rest of the day saw workshops on 
anarchist organizing and affinity groups, a 
self-defense presentation, work on 
interpersonal relationships, and the workshop 
Ya Basta! with Mujeres De Maiz. 

Later on were presentations about fighting 
white supremacy and police abuse, including a 
discussion by Michael Zinzun, a former Black 
Panther and victim of police abuse, on the 
significance of the LA Rebellion in 1992. 
There was also a Food Not Bombs caucus 
Saturday night that brought about 30 people 
together representing ten Food Not Bombs 
groups from throughout the state, including 
S.F. and the East Bay. The night closed with 
punk bands and a speaker from the American 
Indian Movement. 



Sunday was dedicated to Solidarity and 
included punk and rap bands, presentations, 
and poetry. Neelam, a founder of the Black 
Panther Party in England, talked on Feminism 
and the role of women in the Black Panther 
Party, the civil rights movement as a catalyst 
for feminist organizing, and the need to make 
feminism a fundamental principle of all 
organizations working for social change. And 
Aryana spoke on Reclaiming Our Womanhood. 

The gathering was tremendously successful 
in that it was multiracial, multiclass, 
multilingual, and created opportunities for 
younger anarchists to listen and speak with 
radicals who have been organizing for decades. 
For more info about past or future Soldarity 
Gathering events write Beyond the Wall of 
Injustice PO Box 6188, Fullerton, CA 92834 
or call the activist hotline (714) 490-4950. 
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Ward Valley 

Continued from page 3 

testing a few decades back. Tritium migrates 
downward in soil. Tests for tritium at 
different depths indicates how far rain water 
penetrates the desert and can indicate 
whether the nuclear waste planned for Ward 
Valley could leech through the soil and 
contaminate the water table 700 feet below 
the surface of Ward Valley if the waste leaked 
from the dump. Tests for tritium will severely 
impact the desert. The five tribes have 
demanded that no further desecration of 
Ward Valley take place. The government has 
ignored their concerns. 

On January 29, the government issued a 
closure notice for the north end of Ward 
Valley to take effect on February 13th. 
Ground zero resistance camp, where the anti¬ 
dump activists hang out, expects a five day 
eviction notice before February 13. Native 
Americans and their supporters have vowed to 
put up a fight. What shape the fight takes, 
and whether it can be sustained, are unknowns 
at this time. 

The Native Nations Alliance and the Ward 
Valley Coalition have called for activists to 
come to Ward Valley to defend the land. On 
January 29, the coalition issued a red alert in 
anticipation of the eviction notice. Even if the 
camp is evicted, the fight will carry on from 
adjacent lands. The struggle to save Ward 
Valley is ongoing. Pitting the rights of native 
Americans to their sacred traditional lands, 
the endangered desert tortoise and drinking 
water for millions against greed, arrogance 
and death. Get your kicks on Route 66. Check 
out the beautiful Mojave desert. Stop the 
Ward Valley dump! To get involved call Green 
Action at 415-566-3475 or Save Ward Valley 
in Needles at 760-326-6267. 
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Anti-bilingual bill heads to ballot 

Continued from page 1 


funded social services, health care, and 
education to so-called illegal immigrants) and 
209 (outlaws Affirmative Action programs in 
publicly funded institutions) were predicated 
upon the same fear. 

Some supporters of the Unz initiative, 
including one of the authors Ms. Tuchman, 
have been directly involved in bilingual 
education as students, parents of students, 
and teachers. They recognize English as the 
language of economic and social opportunity in 
the United States. However, as a result of 
insufficient funding and minimal administrative 
and political support, many bilingual programs 
have not been effective in practice. This has 
led to legitimate frustrations with these 
programs. But should the response be to end 
bilingual education, or to put the funds and 
support that is needed into these programs so 
that they can be successful? 

History of Language Control 

Propositions 187, 209 and the Unz initiative 
reflect not only the state of contemporary race 
relations, but are also in line with a long history 
of U.S. imperialism against non-European 
peoples. One of the strategies of colonialists 
(and neo-colonialists today) was to, as Franz 
Fanon put it, construct the language of the 
colonial country as the language of the civilized 
and the language of the colonized country as 
uncivilized. Once this power structure was 
established, the colonizers had a way to justify 
repressing all languages but their own. 

During the slave trade, slave owners in the 
U.S. forbade the speaking of African 
languages. Slaves with different native 
languages were intentionally put on the same 


in 1996 demonstrated the continuing power of 
white supremacy in this country to construct 
languages other than European ("Standard") 
English as uncivilized. 

The School Board's resolution stated (just as 
the King vs. Ann Arbor case did) that Black 
English is a legitimate, rule-based, systematic 
language that is the primary language of many 
African-Americans, and that it should be used 
to help Black students acquire fluency in 
Standard English. The resolution was made to 
encourage the implementation of a statewide 
program that uses Black English as a bridge to 
learning Standard English, called Standard 
English Proficiency, (SEP). At the time of the 
resolution, only one school in the district had a 
majority of teacher participation in the SEP 
program even though the program had existed 
since 1981. 

Most of the debate about the resolution, 
however, focused on the mistaken belief that 
the Oakland schools would teach only Ebonics. 
Furthermore, pundits portrayed Black English 
as a slang or dialect, rather than as a 
legitimate language. 

Language control also marked the policies 
of the U.S. government towards Native 
Americans. In 1879, the U.S. government 
began moving Native American students 
against their will into boarding schools where 
they received instruction only in English. 
These schools effectively separated children 
from their parents and their home culture. By 
1969, for example, only 40% of the Cherokee 
Nation were literate in any language. 
(Breakthrough, Winter 1991) 

The languages of Latin America were also 
subject to racist control measures. Until 1973, 


Bad Pedagogy 

Supporters of English immersion programs 
claim to want non-native English speakers to 
become proficient in English. However, there 
is significant evidence that bilingual programs 
are more effective in the long run. While many 
bilingual education programs are deserving of 


criticism, it is not a problem of pedagogy but of 
funding and administrative support. 

Numerous studies have demonstrated that it 
takes anywhere from four to seven years to 
become fluent enough in a foreign language 
before receiving academic instruction in that 
language. Furthermore, several teacher's 
associations and studies support the idea that 
the bilingual approach to teaching a non-native 
language is more successful in the long-term 
than the English immersion method. 

A recent study by two George Mason 
University professors investigated the impact 
of elementary level bilingual education on high 
school performance. The study found that the 
students in bilinaual Droarams did better 


The Unz Initiative will mandate the use of 
one particular type of English immersion 
program. Bilingual education for students 
younger than 10 will be illegal. For students 10 
and older, bilingual education will be possible 
only after approval from the principal and staff 
or determination that the student has special 


needs that are approved by the local 
superintendent. In other words, bilingual 
education will end with the passage of the 
initiative. 

The mandating of a single program for 
teaching English goes against the move 
toward greater choice and flexibility for 
instruction in schools. Currently, educators 
and districts decide which bilingual and/or 
English immersion programs to use. The Unz 
Initiative takes the decision about education 
out of the hands of educators. Furthermore, it 
flies in the face of the need for a range of 
options to meet the needs of California's highly 
diverse student body that speaks more than 50 
lanauaaes. 


There is significant evidence that bilingual programs are more 
effective in the long run. While many bilingual education 
programs are deserving of criticism, it is not a problem of 
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Some supporters of the Unz initiative, 
including one of the authors Ms. Tuchman, 
have been directly involved in bilingual 
education as students, parents of students, 
and teachers. They recognize English as the 
language of economic and social opportunity in 
the United States. However, as a result of 
insufficient funding and minimal administrative 
and political support, many bilingual programs 
have not been effective in practice. This has 
led to legitimate frustrations with these 
programs. But should the response be to end 
bilingual education, or to put the funds and 
support that is needed into these programs so 
that they can be successful? 

History of Language Control 

Propositions 187, 209 and the Unz initiative 
reflect not only the state of contemporary race 
relations, but are also in line with a long history 
of U.S. imperialism against non-European 
peoples. One of the strategies of colonialists 
(and neo-colonialists today) was to, as Franz 
Fanon put it, construct the language of the 
colonial country as the language of the civilized 
and the language of the colonized country as 
uncivilized. Once this power structure was 
established, the colonizers had a way to justify 
repressing all languages but their own. 

During the slave trade, slave owners in the 
U.S. forbade the speaking of African 
languages. Slaves with different native 
languages were intentionally put on the same 


English is a legitimate, rule-based, systematic 
language that is the primary language of many 
African-Americans, and that it should be used 
to help Black students acquire fluency in 
Standard English. The resolution was made to 
encourage the implementation of a statewide 
program that uses Black English as a bridge to 
learning Standard English, called Standard 
English Proficiency, (SEP). At the time of the 
resolution, only one school in the district had a 
majority of teacher participation in the SEP 
program even though the program had existed 
since 1981. 

Most of the debate about the resolution, 
however, focused on the mistaken belief that 
the Oakland schools would teach only Ebonics. 
Furthermore, pundits portrayed Black English 
as a slang or dialect, rather than as a 
legitimate language. 

Language control also marked the policies 
of the U.S. government towards Native 
Americans. In 1879, the U.S. government 
began moving Native American students 
against their will into boarding schools where 
they received instruction only in English. 
These schools effectively separated children 
from their parents and their home culture. By 
1969, for example, only 40% of the Cherokee 
Nation were literate in any language. 
(Breakthrough, Winter 1991) 

The languages of Latin America were also 
subject to racist control measures. Until 1973, 


There is significant evidence that bilingual programs are more 
effective in the long run. While many bilingual education 
programs are deserving of criticism, it is not a problem of 
pedagody but of funding and administrative support. 


plantation, and babies were separated from 
their parents in an attempt to force slaves to 
forget their home languages. Although many 
slaves did lose their native languages, new 
languages were created that combined African 
languages and English. 

Black English, or Ebonics, is recognized as 
one of these languages. Even the U.S. 
government conceded this in the 1978 case 
Martin Luther King Jr. vs. Ann Arbor School 
Board. However, the debate over the Oakland 
School Board's resolution concerning Ebonics 


it was against Texas law to use any language 
other than English for instruction in the public 
schools. A 1972 U.S. Civil Rights Commission 
study found that only 0.7% of secondary 
school Mexican children were enrolled in 
Chicano history courses. 

In the face of this, the Chicano movement of 
the 1960s and 70s demanded, among other 
things, bilingual education. The movement 
won legislation in some states, including 
California, mandating bilingual education. The 
Unz Initiative wishes to turn back these gains. 



criticism, it is not a problem of pedagogy but of 
funding and administrative support. 

Numerous studies have demonstrated that it 
takes anywhere from four to seven years to 
become fluent enough in a foreign language 
before receiving academic instruction in that 
language. Furthermore, several teacher's 
associations and studies support the idea that 
the bilingual approach to teaching a non-native 
language is more successful in the long-term 
than the English immersion method. 

A recent study by two George Mason 
University professors investigated the impact 
of elementary level bilingual education on high 
school performance. The study found that the 
students in bilingual programs did better 
academically than those in English immersion 
programs. 

The University of California Language 
Minority Research Institute found in 1997 that 
instruction in a student's primary language 
does not hinder learning of English. 
Furthermore, the institute concluded that 
students with a strong background in their 
native language are more likely to develop high 
levels of proficiency in English. Teachers of 
English to Speakers of Other Languages 
(TESOL) maintain that proficiency in one's 
native language contributes to the successful 
acquisition of other languages. 


needs that are approved by the local 
superintendent. In other words, bilingual 
education will end with the passage of the 
initiative. 

The mandating of a single program for 
teaching English goes against the move 
toward greater choice and flexibility for 
instruction in schools. Currently, educators 
and districts decide which bilingual and/or 
English immersion programs to use. The Unz 
Initiative takes the decision about education 
out of the hands of educators. Furtheimore, it 
flies in the face of the need for a range of 
options to meet the needs of California's highly 
diverse student body that speaks more than 50 
languages. 

Conclusion 

The Unz Initiative appears headed for 
victory. A recent poll in the San Diego Union- 
Tribune showed 69% in favor of the initiative. 
June elections normally have low voter turnout 
with a greater percentage of conservatives 
coming out to cast their votes. 

A number of organizations are working 
against the initiative and to support bilingual 
education and the self-determination of non¬ 
native English speakers. Contact the Northern 
California Coalition for Immigrant Rights at 
415-243-8215 or Fireworx at 415-567-9699. > 
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Oakland tentants’ union forming 


Continued from page 1 

people who are friendly to landlord interests. 

Until recently, I served most of 1997 as a 
tenant representative on the Residential Rent, 
Relocation and Housing Board, as it is formally 
called. Phew!!! What an experience!!!!! Don’t 
discount those right-wing stereotypes about 
the overbearing obnoxiousness of attorneys, 
the corruption of regulatory agencies, the 
attitude of bureaucratic condescension toward 
the public, .the use of legalese to destroy 
justice and the type of careerist mediocrities 
who gravitate to such Boards as a rattlesnake 
to sagebrush. 

There is a nominal “tenant” representative 
who frequently votes against proposals to 
advance tenant interests made by “neutral” 
representative Dr. Larry Shoup, who is the only 
one on the Board with the slightest concern for 
the tenants who make up the great majority of 
Oakland’s population. 

Douglas Haffer, the chair of the Rent Board, 
is mayor Elihu Harris’ appointee to the Board 
who is there to make the occasional liberal 
noises while insuring that the basic status quo 
remains intact. The Chair is supposed to keep 
order, facilitate the hearings and close the 
sessions. Instead, Haffer would frequently 
suggest the motions he wanted to see and 
then browbeat the members of the Board into 
sponsoring and voting for said motions with 
threats of landlord retaliation unless the Board 
went along with his whims. Two of the “tenant” 
representatives went along with whatever he 


suggested because they had no interest in 
representing tenants and were merely there to 
have their behinds warm the chairs while 
looking important with their nameplates. 



In the past two years there have been a 
couple of decisions that went against landlord 
interests and holy hell broke out among the 
landlord’s Associations and their faithful 
servants at City Hall. 


The “landlord” representatives on the Board 
vote a straight line and act in defense of their 
interests. Landlords regularly come to monitor 
the meetings. A few regular tenant advocates 
come, too, such as Nina Wax of the 1918 
Lakeshore Tenants Association. Nina was a 
major factor in the few changes to the rent 
ordinance which benefited tenants three years 
ago. Wax reported harassing and hang up 
calls orchestrated by landlords. One landlord 
even demanded to know what she was doing 
at Board hearings and what outside agitators 
put her up to it! 

Wax fought hard against the practice of 
banking, whereby a landlord gets to “bank" rent 
increases and pass them on in one fell swoop. 
Banking undermines the stability of the 
community by causing the kind of increases 
that force out long-term tenants who have an 
interest in their homes and community. It 
contributes to homelessness when low income 
people cannot come up with the money for the 
increase or to move. It puts the squeeze on 
moderate income people whose wages don’t 
keep up with the kind of increases that banking 
allows. Banking rewards new owners with 
totally unearned profits from years when they 
didn’t own the building or even when the 
building’s condition did not warrant market 
rents. Other potential black holes for tenants 
include capital improvements (often basic 
habitability), debt service, uninsured repair 
costs, and housing service costs. 

Besides organizing a Tenant’s Union, we 


ultimately have to look at the institution of 
landlordism itself. Should people pay to buy 
buildings for other people? Would it be 
possible to run buildings on a cooperative 
basis? Are the only alternatives either the 
capitalistic free market or some bureaucratic 
statist monstrosity? Even effective rent 
control, which Oakland lacks entirely, is only a 
partial answer. We need new and affordable 
housing. Some of the NIMBY restrictions such 
as zoning, planning, neighborhood 
preservation ordinances, etc., may have to be 
modified or even abolished if decent housing is 
to become a basic right for every person. With 
the increasing rent levels and decreasing 
vacancy rates, tenants are being forced to 
stand up and fight back. 

For more information or to get involved, call 
the Oakland Tenants Union at 510-704-5276. 



Donate to Slingshot 

If you like Slingshot, send us your Money! Help 
us pay the $1,300 we spent on this issue! We 
also need letters, articles, art and 
photographs. Send ’em to: 3124 Shattuck 
Ave., Berkeley, CA 94705. _ 
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Saturday, March ££ • Indonesia, 
Exchange video and East Timor n 




political prisoners. 


Artists- 


Saturday, May 2 • May Day Parade and Picnic in S.F. More'info 01 
P-10-11. ;■ 

• ‘Bread, Work, and Justice’ March, Demonstration and Festival at 
\ Lake Merrit. Call (510) 465-9914.for gathering points. 

I Saturday, May 9 • Commission of Inquiry into the Case.of Mumia 
Abu-Jamal. 6:00 p.m. Calvin Simmons Theater, 10 Tenth St. (near 
Laney College), Oakland 

May 15-17 • Midwest Grris Fest. Kalamazoo, Michigan. More info < 


Courthouse, Ukiah, Call 415 
the Bay Area. See page 8. 
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[fuck Ave. Ben _ __ 

fcott Wells Fargo kick-off rally. Protesf‘W8fl? : Fffg0 T s support 
'for Oregon Steel, which permanently replaced 1,100 workers at 
their Pueblo, Colorado plant. Noon, Post & Market St., SF. 

Saturday. February 14 • Zapatista Women: Film, benefit and 
7 pin:. NewCollege.777 Valencia,St. S.F $3-10 

. . . discussion oh the 

< and impact .of UUINI llpRO repression. 7 p.m. at the 
Center for African & African-American-Art and Culture. 762 Fulton 

• Video screening: “All Power to the People.” By Lee-Lew Lee. 

992 Valencia Street @ 21st, 8 p.m. $5. 


ople’s Park Meeting. 2 p.m.. People’s 

i about Assata Shakur. Presented by 
ilando. 3 p.m., 1428 Alice Street, Oakland. 


5366 College Ave., Oakland 

March 27 ♦ Jericho 

JP 3 


APRIL 


April 6-8 • Free Radio Gathering. Las Vegas Rides leaving S.F.^ci 

April 11 • Bobby Hutton Day: music and speakers. Noon - 4 p.m., 
Bobby Hutton Park, 18th & Adeline, Wasteland. See page 8. 

April 14 • Slingshot article deadline for issue #&. See paas^ :. 

Saturday, April 2$ i ‘Sptips^: Food ^ 


Tuesday, l^tlfu|ry; 24L vleikeley Mardi Gras All-day Parade. 

People’s Park Stl :30. ' y n 

Friday, February 27 • S.F. Critical Mass Bike Ride. 5:30 p.m. 

Justin Herman Plaza, Embarcadero BART 

Saturday, February 28 • March for Justice for Bear Lincoln. Noon 4 ~ I • ‘Bread, Workman# Justice’ 
Mendocino County 
transportation from 

MARCH 

Wednesday, March 4 • “Shasta Womdn” a vitfedomflpfrng Jearr^i , . 

Cray, who will speak. 7:30 at La Pena, 3105 Shattuck, Berkeley. 

Saturday, March 7 • International Women’s Day Torchlight March. Ty 


Anarchist Book Fair 

60 Exhibits, art show, speakers 

Saturday, March 14 

San Fran. County Fair Bldg. 
9th Ave. & Lincoln Way 







